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PREFACE 



MR. Baxter's pra6licar writihgs have geiie* 
ralL]r been efteemed, by pious readers^ in 
proportion as f hey have been khoWn ; and it is a 
favourable omen that they have of Eate rifen conO* 
derably in price. His GUdas Salvianusj or Re- 
FORMED PastoRji is a work peculiarly intereft- 
kig to chriftian rainifters of all denominations, and 
confequently to the people of their charge. 

The occafion on which it was coinpofed, was 
as follows: the aflbciated minifters in Worcefter- 
Ihire and the adjacent parts, agreed to aflemble at 
Worcefter, December 4, 1655, to keep a day of 
fading and prayer, particularly with a view to ah. 
engagement into which they had entered, to exert 

^ Tbt3 Pre£iC9 is new confi^mbly ihortened. 

A a themfelyes 
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Vhcmfelves more than they had done, in their mi- 
nifterial duty, and particularly In that of perroiial 
inftruftion. On this occafion they requeftcd Mr. 
Baxter to preach to them, accsordingly drew 

up the fubftance of this difcourfe on the paftoral 
office. But being prevented, by the increafe of a 
painful difofder^ from meeting his brethren, they 
united in defiring him to publifh what he had pre- 
pared, which he did with confiderable enlarge- 
ments. 

He himfelf, as he tells us, towards the clofe, 
apprehended this to be one of the greateft and 
beft works, that he ever put his hand to," and 
he had the pleafure to find it eminently ufeful. 
In the account given of his publications, in his 
Life, he fays, I have great caufe to be thankful 
to God, for the fuccefs of that book, as hoping 
many thoufand fouls are the better for it, in that 
it prevailed upon many minifters t6 fet upon 
that work, which I there exhorted them to. 
Even from beyond the feas, I have had letters 
of requeft, to diredl them how they might con- 
dud that work, according as that book had con- 
vinced them, it was their duty." 

Dr. BATEis, in his funeral fermon for Mr. 
Baxter y after a high encomium on his other works, 
pronounces the Reformed Paitor An accomplifh- 

ed 
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ed toddel of an evangelical mimftcr and he 
9dds, from his intimate acquaintance with the 
author, "The idea of a faithful minifter deline- 
ated in that book, was a copy taken from th« 
life ; from his own zealous example.'* 

Many other teftimonies to the excellence and • 
ufefulnefs of this piece, from competent judges, 
might eafily be produced; but that of Dr. Do J* 
dridge will ferve inftead of a thoufand, as few mi- 
nifters ever afted more conformably than himfelf 
to the rules here laid down In the charader 
given of authors in his LeSurcs on the Minifterial 
Office, the Dodor has the following paflage con- 
cerning The Reformed Paftor. " It is a moft <fx- 
" traordtnary performance, and (hould be read by 
" every young minifter before he takes a people 
" under his dated care ;' and I think the pradicai 
" part of it fliould be reviewed every two or three 
" years: for nothing has a greatier tendency to 
" awaken a minider to that zeal in his work, for 
" want of which many good men are but fhadows 
of what, by the blefflngof God, theyrtiight be, 
j 'Mf the maxims and meafures laid down in that 
I " incomparable trcatife were ftrenuoufly p<ir- 
i " fuedt.'' 

I . But 

• Sec Orton's Life of Doddridge. 

t The above paflage is omitted in Dr. Williams* ttdMioxk of> 
V Dr. Duddridgt^s LeSures, from whence it may be p^efumed 
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^j^t valuable as this work is, it partaken of the 
(aults common to moft of the writings of the agc»: 
and of Mr. Baxter*^ in particular: prolixity, want^ 
gf juil; paethpd, frequent repetitions, long digref- 
Hons, &c. wliich render his cpmpofitions far lefs 
agteekble to modern readers than they otherwife 
would have beep. Of thefe he himfelf was very 
fenfible, and on a review of his works he laments 
ithem as the efFe6t of the great hade in which he 
^fually wrote, in confequence of his many other 
engagements, and the diforders to which he was 
fubjeft, by reafo? of which he viewed himfelf at 
ftanding continually on the borders of the grave. 
Confidering all whi<;h, it is wonderful he wrote lb 
much ^nd fo wpii. as^ "be did. On account of the 
^ve circumftanccs, Mr. Baxiir's works admiit of 
b^iog ahridgqdi tor great advantage, as feveral of 
tbwi have been by Mr. Fawcett, one of his 
fucceffprs, who imbibed much of his fpirit^ and 
clofely followed his fteps. The Reformed Paftor 
2^ much needed abridgment as any of the author's 
writings. This I at firft undertook for private ufe 
only ; but feveral judicious friends, to whom I had 
lent the copy, ftrongly rcoommended the publica- 
xSsxBk of it. 

tliat' he had not a complete copy of them. Indeed the author 
never prepared or intended them for publication, and the MS. 
•opies greatly vary. 

i.t- It 
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tt will be proper here, to give the reader fome 
account of the manner in which this work ha& be6ir 
executed. What was foreign, or redundant, is* 
omitted ; fentences that were too long, are ffaoxt- 
ened or divided; the conftru£lion of fuch as Were 
obfcure, is made plainer by tranfpofition ; and ob- 
folcte or uncouth words and phrafes, are changed. 
But the greateft liberties have been taken with re- 
gard to the method, which is almoft wholly new^- 
for "the fake of leffening the number of fubdivi- 
fions, and bringing into one point of view all the 
author's thoughts on the fame fubjefts, which 
were fometimes fcattered in three or four diiFerent 
p'arts of the treatife ; fo that many palfages, antf 
whole heads of difcourfe, are franfpof^^d with free- 
dom. But the reader may be aflured, that great 
care has been* taken" to preferve the author's ideas, 
and that no additions have been madfc, except in 
the Titles. of the Chapters, but Where tie con- 
nexion required the infertlon of a few words, 
which are diftinguiflied by [crotchets.] In fliort, 
this is as really Mr. Baxter's work, as that pub- 
lifhed by himfclf. 

The AppENi^ix^is principally an abftraft of the 
author's Counfel to Toung Men, taken from the 4th 
Vol. of his Works, p. i6i &c. tt is iiitroduced' 
here, not merely as having fome connexion' with 
the fubjedl of this Treatife; but, bc<iaufe the au- 
A4 thor 
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thor had given fome valuable hiats to Students and 
Tutors^ in the Reformed Paftor^ which could not 
properly be brought into this abridgment, but in a 
fupplementary form. They are both here inter- 
woven together. 

Some parts of this work are greatly difpropor«* 
tioned to others, and feveral matters of great im- 
portance are but juft mentioned, e» Part IL 
Chap. I. But the reader Hiould recolledt, that 
the author did not propofe this (to ufe his own 
words) **as a diredory for the whole minifterial 

work," his chfcf objeft being to recommend a 
more ftrifk attention to the duties of private infpcc- 
tion, and per fonal inftru£ti on. 

It is probable, that many readers will think, 
that fome things here retained, on thefe heads, are 
either unneceifary, or impra£licable in moft places, 
in the prefent day. But what thefe are, the edi- . 
tor apprehends it is the Reader's bufinefs, and not 
his, to determine. That may be needlefs, or im- 
. poffible in fome places and circuinilances, which 
in others may be eafy and ufeful. If, to particu- 
lar perfons, any thing here retained ihould appear 
impracticable, or even imprudent, it is hoped that 
they will not on this account throw afide the 
book ; nor, becaufe they cannot do every thing 
here cinjoined, determine to do nothing. The au- 
thor'? 
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thor'sdire£Uons may be applied to fome good pur* 
pofe, though not juft in the particular way he 
propofes. Much more might certainly be done 
than generally is done^ in regatrd td that perfonal 
inilrudion which he fo ftrongly recommends, and. 
fo diligently praAifed ; efpecially by the pious 
Efta'bliihed Clergy, who have generally more of 
that influence over their people which Mr. Baxter 
had| than Diflenting Minifters commonly poflefs. 
However, different fituations and circumftances 
muft be allowed to make a confiderable diflTer* 
ence; of ^hich minifters are left to judge for them^ 
felves* and to ad accordingly. 



S- P. 



Hackney^ 
Jan, 13, 1766* 
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POSTSCRIPT 

TO. THIS NEW EDITION. 



THE former editidh of tKls Worfc, havifig befcn 
many years dav of jyrirtt, and difficult to be 
procured, I have been frequently urg^d to pubtiik 
a new one. This I at length determined upon 
doing, and had revifed the copy for that purpofe ; 
but was induced to defift, by the publication of 
another abridgment of the fame work, by the late 
Mr. Jiutherford^ a very worthy minifter in Mr. 
fVeJley's connexion, whofe laft declining days were 
employed in preparing it for the prefs ; not know- 
ing, it (hould feem, that any other fimilar work 
had ever been undertaken. It was expected that 
this of his, would have fuperfeded the republica- 
tion of mine. But though it is doubtlefs a valua- 
ble performance,i the ftze is fo little reduced, and 
the pious editor has added fo many other pieces to 
it, that, with the memoirs of his own life, it is in 
faft made lai^ger than Mr. Baxter's original work. 
On this account^ feveral minifters were of opinion, 

that 
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that there was ftill fuiEcient reafon for reprinting 
my abridgment. I have^ therefore, after delay* 
ing feveral months for the other to circulate, com- 
mitted it to the prefs, without any material altera* 
tion. I have, however, carefully revifed the 
book, and made fuch corredlions, as it might be 
fuppoTed, a work printed at fo early a period of 
life, might require. A very few ihort paflages 
have been infcrted from Mr. Rutherford's edition; 
as alfo a few brief Notes ; but very little is omit* 
ted, though I have in fome places further com* 
preiTed the language. On the whole, I flattered 
myfelf, that thofe of my brethren, who efpoufed 
the Work as firft publiflied, will think it improved 
in this edition, and will concur with the editor^ in 
wifhing its fuccefs. 



ILukney, 
March 27, 1808. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE, 



T)ERHAPS the freedom with which the follow- 
' ing treatife is written may be thought by fome 
to need an apology* It may be faid ** That I ought 
not to have fpoken fo plainly and fliarply ; efpecially 
againft the sins ofminifters, inadifcourfe publiih- 
ed to to the world : at lead that it fliould have been 
>done in another language, and not in the ears of the 
vulgar, when fo many are endeavouring to bring 
the minift y into contempt , and our people are too 
prone to hearken to their fuggeftions." I anfwer> 
it has not been inlinuated that all minifters are 
guiity of the feveral faults that have been cenfured : 
and thofe who are not guilty are exprefsiy excepted. 
There are many humble men who are willing to 
know their fins that they may forfake them, *ni 
their duty that they may perform it. As to otfaers» 

where 
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where the fin is open in the fight of all the world, 
it is in vain to hide it ; the attempt will but aggra- 
vate our guilt and increafe our (hame. If the 
minifters of ETiglaffiii had fifincfi opiy in Latins I 
would have raade fliift to admoniih them in Latin^ 
or elfe have faid nothing to them ; but if they will 
fin in Englijby they 'muft hear of it in EngU/h. If 
we will not find out our fin, it will furely find 
out u«. Unparcfened guilf^wift rtev^r let u* Aft, 
though we are at ever fo much care and coft to 
hide it. * He that coveretb^ his fins fliall not prof- 
' per; but whofo confefleth and forfaketh them 
* fhall find mercy.' If we be too tender of our- 
felves:and loiii tacekiliofir, God will be \ck tender 
of us, and will tncBte our coiifeffions for us. He 
will eitHer force our camfciences to c6nfcfs, or his 
jud^ents will proclkim our iniquities to the world. 
Indeed the toi^es *of msttq are already at work 
to* proelaim ottc fin. Becaufe we will ndt fpekk 
the truth, they will fpeak more than the truth. 
The world knows that we are finners: as* none 
can fuppofe us perfeft, fo pur particular fifit- are 
top apparent td the world* And is it not fit that 
they fhould fee that we are pmiUnt ^tvatxB} Peni- 
tent CQi^fef&on and/ fpeedy reformation are the 
mtansto filence our adverfaries, as well a& to 're- 
pair our credit wkh wife and godly men. 

If any who haver fet tfa^ir hands to tfait^ied 

work. 



Digitized by 



THE AUfHO&^iSP Pftfi^ACB. Tf 

worki give themfelvcs up to M£*feeklng) neglU 
gence, pride, and other (Ins, if i& neceifary to ad* 
mei^l(h them. If we could fee them reform wiih^ ' 
i>ut reproof, tve mniki gladly forbear to pubUfli 
tteir ^lt9. But if reproof itfelf is ineflfedtial, 
it is time to Iharpen the remedy. To liear with 
the vices of lAiniftersy is to haft^ the-ruin of the 
church ; for tiothing cMtributes more to the un- 
doing of the peop^te than the depravity of their 
Gtiides ; nor can we more efftft'ually promote z 
reformation, than by endtavouring to reform the 
H/eaders of the church. For my part, I have 
herein done as I would be done by. I do not 
Mame my brethren, as fome others do, to make 
them, contemptible and odious ; but to heal thofe 
evils that would make them fo. It is not to in- 
dulge my own inclination, for I difpleafe myfelf 
as much as I do fome of them; and would ra- 
ther have the eafe and peace of filence if it nright 
x:onflft with duty. It is merely the neceflity of 
men's fouls, and the pro(perity of the church, 
which forces me to thiis arrogance and inranodef- 
ty, if it may be callfed fuch. When the honour 
of God and the everlafttng happinefs -of fo many 
perfons are concerned, who that has a tongue can 
be filent ? If thoufands of you were in a leaking 
Ihip, and thofe who (hould pump out the water 
and ftop the leaks were fporting, or quarrelling, 
or llceping, <» only iavouring themielves in their 

la]t)our. 
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labour, to the hazard of you all, would you not 
call them to their work ? If you ufed (haVpnefcr 
with the ilothfuly would you think that man in his 
fenfes who took it ill? who accufed you of pride, 
felf-conceit, or want of good manners for talking 
fo faucily to your fellow workmen ? If they 
charged you with diminifliii^ their reputation, 
would you not fay, " The work muft be done, 
or we are all dead men! The (hip is ready to 
(ink ; and do you talk of reputation ? Had you 
rather hazard yourfelves and us than hear of 
your floth ?'* — This, brethren, is the cafe with 
UB. The work of the Lord muft needs be done. 
Souls muft not perifti whilft you mind your world- 
ly bufinefs, take your eafe> or quarrel with your 
brethren ; nor muft we be filent, for fear of feem- 
ing uncivil, while men are haftened 6y you to 
perdition. If you had chofen fome other calling, 
and only had tinned by yourfelves, and perilhed. 
alone, it had not been fo neceflary to moleft you $ 
but if you will enter into an office which is for 
the neceflary preferv^tion of us all, fo that by 
letting you alone in your fins we muft give vtj^ 
the church to apparent hazard, do not blame us 
if we talk to you more freely than you would 
have us to do. . There is no bearing vidth your 
remiflhefs. How much foever it may difpleafe 
you, take it how you will, you muft be told of 
^ it ; and if that will not do, you muft be told of 

it 



it more zicklj ftilL — If you have fo imich greater 
bufiilefs that you cannot ordinarily have time to 
do the minifterial wi^rk^ you (hould not under- 
take the office ; for mintfters are men * fcparated' 

• to the Gofpel of Chrift, and muft give them- 

• feives xakMj to thefe things.* 

TO THE LAY-READER. 

I dare not let this work come Into your handjr^ 
without a word of caution and advice, left you 
Ihould mifunderftandi or mtfapply in 

Do not entertain any unwortfty thoughts of 
your paftors, bectufe we here confefs our own 
fins, and aggcavice ihem in order to our hutiii- 
Itatioa and refentiation;. You know that we are 
men and not lingels> vvhbm God has ptit into the 
office of your ipifttual igttides; and you> know 
that we are imp^eA meni Let Papifts and 
others pretend •to.'iinlefs perfefdtton, we dare not 
do it,' but confefs that we are fimners. And we 
ihould heartily rejoice to find the fignS evcn of 
imperfoft lincerity in them that make fo confident 
a pretence as this ; nay, if in fome of. them, we 
could find coramon honefty; and. a freedom from 
the crying abbminaticms of theaa^odly ; fuck as 
rrucity, lying, flandering, &c. Yet fome of thefe 

people. 
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people, becaufe we confefi^ that we have iiniiedi 
in negleding the work of th^ Lord, pretend to 
prove us deceivers from our own cbnfeffion : 
whereas God faith> ' If we confeCis oar fiiis, he* 

* is faithful and juft to forgive us^ our fins;' but' 
that *he that faith he hath no fin decelvetb hiih-' 

* felf, and the truth is not in him, — For our 
parts, we believe that .* in many things we offend 

* all.' We iprofefs to know but iii <^part; to 

* have our treafure in earthen veffels and to 
hp infufRcient for thefe things [about which we 
are employed:] fee therefore that you love arid- 
imitate the hoUnefs of your paftors [as far as you 
difcern it] but take not occafion of difeftecming 
W reproaching thpinr.f/^c their inftmities. ' 

: ■ ' • ' . .Jr. , - 

Beware of thofe' (particiilatly thexPapiftis} whofer 
defign is to oinfettle you in: matteri t)£ -religion, i 
and^ in order to it, to bring ypii ficft toi fufpea, - 
and then to Contemn and rejeift ytur teachers.t— ^ 
Let me warn :you, as you l(»ne your fouls, that; 
you keep dofe to fcripture .arid a ' faithftjb Mi^^ 
ntftry. And let: mej tell yotr^' that notwithft^dr-. 
ing all thofe fmss of ours which are here con- : 
feiled, the known world hath not a more abk, . 
faith ful> godly miniilry tha^ . Britain hath at this 
day. ' If at the Synod of, Dort. the Clericus An- 
glkmtu was called the if/u/sr »i«»<af/ *. (before all 

* The Englifh clergy were called the wonder of the world. " 

thofe 
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thofe ^oraitt and fcandalous men were e$& ont} 
what may we call it matv ? 

Brethren, let me deal freely with you. Thtf 
ungrateful contempt of a faithful Miniftry, is the^ 
ihame of thoufands in this land; and if a tho- 
rough repentance prevent it not, they fliall better 
know in Hell, whether fuch minifters were their 
friends or foes; and what they would have done 
for them if their counfel had been heard. [We 
are told concerning the Jews that] when * they 

* mocked the meffengers of God, and defpifed 

* his wordsif and abufed his prophets, the wrath 
^.4)S the Lord rofe againft his people, till there 

* wa» no remedy *.'~Shall minifiers ftudy, and. 
preach, and pray fbr you^ and lhaU they be de- 
fpifed ? — When, they have the God of heaven 
and their own confbieiice to witnefs that they 
defire * not your's but you that they are * will- 

* ingtofpend and 'be fpcnt' fbr your fakes; that: 
all the wealth- in the world would not be regarded 
by them . in cbmpaiifon with your falvation ; and 
that all their labours, and fufferings are for your 
welfare; if yet they fliall be requited with your« 
contempt and fcorn, or difcouraged by your 
unteachablenefs^fee who will prove the lofers in 
Xhc cad. When Gtxi himfclf fhall juftify and 

♦ a Chion, x»vi. 16. .. ~ 

commend 
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•commend them with a * Well done good and 
< faithful fervant/ let thofe that reproached, 
defpifed, and condemned them, defend their faces 
from (hame» and .their confciences from the accu- 
fations of horrid ingratitude^ if they can I 

Let me advife you to obey your faithful teach- 
ers, ' and improve their help for your falvation 
while you have it. Take heed that you refufe 
not to learn when they are willing to teach. 
Particularly fee to it that you refufe not to fub- 
mit to them in this duty of private lnfiru£liony 
which is niQire efpecially recommended in this 
treatife. Go to them when they define you, and 
be thankful to them for their help ; and at other 
times, when you need their advice, go to them 
and alk it of your own accord. Their ofSce is, to 
be your guides in the way to life. If you feek not 
their diredlion, it feems that you either defpife 
falvation itfelf, or elfe are fo proud as to think 
yourfclves fufficient to be your own direSors.-— 
Shall God, in mercy, fend you leaders to guide 
you in the way to jglory, and will you ftoutly 
fend them back, or refufe their affiflance, and 
fay, We have no need of their direSion Is 
It for their own eafe or profit that they trouble you, 
or is it not for your everlafting gain \ Remember 
what Chrift hath faid to his meflengers, — * He that 
* dcfpifeth you, defpifeth^me,* If your obftinate 

refufal 
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refufal of their in(lru£lion caufe thegi to bear 
witnefs agatiifl: you m Judgment, look you to it 
and anfwer it as you can. For my own part, I 
would not be then in your cafe for all the world. 
If you read this Book, remember that the 
duty which you find to belong to minifters, doth 
alfo fhew what belongs to yourf elves ; for it cannot 
be our duty to teajch and admoniih, if it be not 
yours to hear and learn. 
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ACTS XX. 28. 

Tkke heed therefore to yourjelves^ and to nil the fioci^ 
over wbkh the Holy Ghoji. hath made you overfeers : 
io feed the church of God, "which he hath purchctfedk 
with his own bloods 

Reverend and dearly-bclovcd Brethren, 

I F the people of our charge muft teach, admo* 
nilh and * exhort one another daily no doubt 
teachers themfelves may do it, as brethren in office, 
;as w^U as in faith, without any fupereminence in 
power or degree. We have the fame fins to pior- 
tify, and the fame graces to be quickened and cor- 
roborated, as they have. We have greater work? 
than they have to do, greater difficulties to over- 
come, and no lefs neceffity is laid.upon us. We 
have therefore need to be warned and awakened, if 
not inftrufted, as well as they. So that, I confefs, 
I think wc fliould meet together more frequently, 
if we had nothing to do but this. And we Ihould 
3 deal 
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deal as plainly and clofely with one another, as the 
moft ferious among us do with our Flocks ; left, if 
\ they only have the iharp admonitions and reproofs, 
they only (hould be found and lively in the faith. 
This was Paul's judgment. I need no other 
proof of it, than this roufing, heart-melting ex- 
hortation to the Ephefian elders. A fliort fer- 

mon, but not foon learned. Had the bifhops and 
teachers of the church but thoroughly learned it, 
(though to the negledl: of many a volume which 
has taken up their time and helped them to greater 
applaufe in the world) how happy had it been for 
the church and for themfelves ! 

I fliall now touch upon no part of it but my 
Text. -J^— The perfons here addrefled under the 
charaders of overfeers or biJhopSy were officers ap- 
pointed to teach and guide the Ephefian church in 
the way to falvation ; and are the fame that in the 
17th verfe are called Elders. So that all who 
ftatedly officiate in the fame work and capacity, as 
the Paftors of a particular church, may confider 
themfelves as included.-^The exhortation here ad* 
dreffed to fuch, confifts of two parts. 

. The First is— That they fliould take heed to 

THEMSELVES ; 

The Second — ^That they fliould take heed to 
all the ri-OCK \ to feed the church of God. 

The 
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The Motives to which are — ^their own en- 
gagement and relation as overfeers — the au- 
thority of him who called them to the office ; 
the Holy Ghoft— the dignity of the objeft ; 
the church of God — the tender regard of 
Chrift to it, and the price he paid for it ; He 
purchafed it with his own blood. 



PART THE FIRST. 

Vf the Duty of Chrlflian Minifters with regard /# 

THEMSELVES. 

^ H ^HE apoftle in the firft place exhorts the paf- 
tors or overfeers of the churches of Chrift to 
* take heed to themf elves,* The word in general 
denotes, applying the mind to any thing with ftri£t 
and clofe attention. Here it fignifies, diligently to 
wat<:h over ourfelves ; our own conduft and be- 
haviour, our heart and life : all our tempers, words, 
and aSiions. I (hall briefly (hew you wherein this 
muft be done, and give fome reafons for this part* 
of the work. But for the fake of brevity, I fhall 
adjoin the application to the explication. Ahd I 
befeechyou, brethren, let your hearts attend, as 
well as your underftandings. 

B2 I. Above 
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I* Above all^ fee to ix that a working of faving 
grace be thoroughly, wrought on your own fouls. 

Take h€;cd tQ yo^rfelve8 left you be ftrangcrs to 
the eifedual w^^king of that gofpel which you 
jxreach ; and left, while you proclaim to the w»rld 
the neceffity of a Saviour, y^our <>wn Ikcarts fliould 
negleA him, and you fhould mifs of an intcreft in 
him and his faving benefits. Be that firft, your- 
felves, which you perfuade your hearers to be; 
believe that, which you daily perfuade them to 
believe; and heartily entertain thaf Chrift and 
Spirit, which you offer to them. 

You have a heaven, to win or lofe yourfelve^, 
and fouls that muft be happy or niiferable for ever ; 
it therefore concerns you to begin at home, and 
take heed to yourfelves. It is pollible (though an. 
imufual thi^g} that preachiipg well may fucceed .to 
t}ie falvation,of otjiers wkhouVthe holinefs of your> 
own hearts an4 lives ; bmt it is.in^offible, it (boujld, 
liiye, your own fou^s. Though it be, promifed ■ \^ 
< thepoL tha; tv^ri^ nAa(\y tq righteoufnefs' tliat they 
^ ih^U.ihin^ ai^ ftars,' it is on fuppofitic^ that tl\ey; 
be firft t\iri^4 tp it themfelves^ J^liev^ it, Sirs^ 
^. God U no refpedler of. perfons/ A holy caUupi^ 
will not fave an ujnholy Q{un^ God never did fave 
^y man for being a pre^c^er, n9r becaufe he was 
an able . preacher ; b^t b|epaufe he m^^s ajuftified, 
iandified man, and coniji^juently ff^t^ifuJl in.hi§ 

mafter's 
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mafter's work. Nor can it be reafonably cxpefted 
that he fhould fave any for offering falvation to 
others, while they refufe it thetnfclves ; or for 
telling others thofe truths which they <hemfclves 
negleft and abufe. If you Ihind at the door of the 
kingdom of grace to light others in, but will not 
go in yourfelves, you ft all knock at the gates of 
glory in vain. Many a preacher is now in he!l, 
who called upon his hearers a hundred times fo 
ufc their utmoft care and diligence to avoid that 
place of torment. Preachers of the gofpel muft 
be judged by the gofpel : — muft be fgntenced on 
the fame terms, and dealt with as feVdrely as other 
men. * Many at that day fliall ftiy. Lord, have 

* we not prophefied in thy name ?' Who fhall be 
anfwered, * I never knew you : depart from me 

• ye workers of iniquity.' And what ?afe can be 
tnore wretched than that man's, who made it his 
very trade ami catling to proclaim falvation, and 
help others to attain it, and yet after all is excluded 
from it himfelf ? 

It is a dreadful thing to be an unfanciified pro- 
feffor ; but much more to be an unfandified 
Preacher. Do not you, who know this to be your 
charafter, tremble when you open the Bible, left 
you ftould read there the femence of your own 
condemnation ? When you pen your fermons, you 
are drawing up indiftments againft yourfelves. 
When you are arguing againft fin, you are aggra- 
B 3 vating 
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vating your own. When .you proclaim to your 
hearers, the riches of Chrift and his grace, you 
publifli your own iniquity in rejefting them, and 
your own unhappinefs in being deftitute of them. 
What can you devife to fay to your hearers, but 
for the moft part, it will be againft your own fouls? 
If you mention hell, you mention your own in- 
heritance. If you defcribe the joys of heaven, 
you-defcribe your own mifery in having no right to 
them. O wretched life ! that a man fhould ftudy 
and preach againft himfelf, and fpend his days in 
a courfe of felf-condemning ! A gracelefs unex- 
perienced preacher is one of the moft unhappy 
creatures upon earth. 

Yet he is ordinarily, the moft infenfible of his 
unhappinefs. He has fo many counters, that feem 
like the geld of faving grace, and fo many fplendid 
ftones that refemble the chriftian's jewels, that he 
is feldom troubled with the thoughts of his po- 
verty ; but thinks * he is rich and wants nothing, 
* while he is wretched and miferable, poor and 
^ blind and naked.' He is acquainted with the 
holy fcriptures ; he is exercifed in holy duties ; he 
lives not in open difgraceful fins ; he ferves at 
God's altar; he reproves other men's faults, and 
preaches up holinefs of heart and life ; and there- 
fore can hardly fufpeft himfelf to be unholy. 
How awful the delufion of fuch ! how aggravated 
their mifery !~to perifh with the bread of life in 

their 
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their hands, while they offer it to others ! — How 
deplorable ! that thofe ordinances of God, fhould 
be the occafion of their deluGon, which are the 
appointed means of conviftion and falvation! — 
that while they hold the looking-glafs of the gof- 
pel to others, and (hew them the true face of their 
fouls, they fliould turn the back part of it towards 
themfelves, where they can fee nothing ! 

Verily it is the common danger and calamity of 
the church, to have unregenerate and unexperi- 
enced paftors ! Many men become preachers, before 
they are chriAians ; are fanctified by dedication to 
the altar as God's priefts, before they are fan£lified 
by hearty dedication to Chrift as his difciples. Thus 
they worihip an unknown God ; preach an unknown 
Saviour; an unknown Spirit; an unknown (late 
of holinefs, and communion with God ; and a 
future glory that is to them unknown, and to be 
unknown to them for ever. 

And can it be expeded that fuch perfons fhould 
prove any great bleffings to the church? How 
can it be imagined that he is likely to be as fuc- 
cefsful as others, who dealeth not heartily and 
faithfully in his work ? Wfio never foundly believeth 
what he faith, nor is ever truly ferious, when he 
feemeth moft diligent ? And can you think that any 
unfan£tified man can be hearty and ferious in the 
minifterial work ? It cannot be. A kind of feriouf- 
nefs indeed he may have ; fuch as proceeds from a 
B 4 common 
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common opinioh tlmt the word is true t he may be 
aftuated by a natural fervour, or by felfifh ends : 
but the ferioufnefs and fidelity of a found believer^ 
who ultimately intends God's honour and men's 
'falvation, he cannot have. 

O Sirs ! all your preaching and perfuading of 
others -will be but dreaming, and trifling hypocrify, 
till the work be thoroughly done upon yburfelves. 
How can you conftantly apply yourfelves to a 
work from which your carnal hearts are averfe ? 
How can youj with ferious fervour, call upon poc^r 
'finner& to repent and come to God, who never did 
•cither yourfelves ? How can you follow them with 
"imprortunate folicitations to forfake fin, and b^takb 
4hemfelves to a holy life, who never felt the evfl 
of the one, or the worth of the other? And lc?t 
'tne tell you, thefe things are never well knowh 
Hilt they ate teit ; and that he who feels them 
not himfelf, is not likely to fpealv feelingly of 
them to others, or to help others to feel them. 

He that does not fo ftrcmgly believe the woVd of 
"God and the life to com:e, as to take off his ow^h 
heart from the vanities of this world, and brin^ 
him, with refolution and diligence, to feek bis own 
falvation, cannot be expedled to be faithful in 
'feeking the falvation of other men. He that dares 
to damn himfelf, will dare to let others alone in the 
way to damnation. He thatt, with Judas, will 
^ell hb XE(aft<?r ibr filver, will not fgruple to make 
^ tner* 
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tnerchandize of the flock. Wc may well cxpeft 
that he iviii have no pity on others, \rho is thus 
wofully cruel to hlmfelf ; and furely he is not to 
be trufted with other men's fouls, who is unfaithful J 
to his own. It is a very unlikely thing that he 
^ill fight againil Satan with all his might, or do 
any great harm to his kingdom, who is himfelf a 
fervant of Satan and a fubjeft of that kingdom ; 
or that he will be true to Chrift, who is in cove- 
nant with, his enemy. What prince will choofe 
the friends and voluntary fe'rvants of his enemy to 
lead his armies in war againil him \ Yet alas ! 
many preachers of the gofpel are ienemtes to the 
work of the gofpel which they preacli. O how 
many fuch traitors have been in the church of 
Chrifl in all ages, who h;ive done more againfthim 
imdcr his colours, than they could have done in 
the open field ! Though many of thefe men feem 
excellent preachers, and cry down fin as loudly as 
others, yet it is all but an afFe£led fervency, and 
commonly but a mere ineftbi^lual bawling. A trai- 
torous commandel-, who fliooteth nothing againft 
the enemy but powder, may caufe his guns to 
tnake as great a report as theirs that are loaded " 
with bullets ; but he doth not hurt the enemy by 
it. So one of thefe men may (peak as loud and 
with as much feeming fervency as others ; but he will 
feldom do any great execution Againft fin artd Satan. 
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No man can fight yrell but where he hates, or is 
very angry ; much lefs againft thofe whom he , 
loves, and loves above all. So that you fee, an 
[ unfanftified nian, who loves the enemy, is very 
j unfit to be a leader in Chrift's army ; and he is 
very unlikely to engage others to renoimce the 
world and the flefli, who cleaveth to them himfelf 
as his chief good. 

If fuch a wretched man would take my counfel, 
he ihould make a (land, and call his heart and. life 
to an account. He ihould fall a preaching awhile 
to himfelf, before he preach to others any more. / 
He ihould confider, whether * he that names the 
/ name of Chrift' ihould not * depart from all ini- 

* quity?' Whether, * if he regards iniquity in his 

* heart, God will hear his prayers ?' And whe^ 
ther a wicked preacher * ihall fland in the judg- 

. * ment, or a finner in the aflTembly of the juil V 
When fuch thoughts as thefe have entered into his 
foul, and kindly wrought upon his confcience, I 
would advife him next, to ^o to the congregation, 
and there preach over Origen's fermon on Pfalm 
1. lis, 17. * But to the wicked, God faith. What 

* Jiaft thou to do, to declare jny itatutes, or that 

* thou ihould'ft take my covenant into thy mouth ? • 

* Seeing thou hat'eft inftrudion, and hail cail my 

* words behind thee.* When he has read this 

text, I would have him fit down (as Origen 

did) 
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did*) and expound and apply it by his tears ; then 
make a free confeilion of his guilt before the af* 
fembly, and defire their prayers to God for par- 
doning and renewing grace ; that hereafter, he may 
preach a Chrift whom he knows, may feel what 
he fpeaks, and may commend the riches of the 
gofpel by experience. 

II. Take heed to yourfelves, that you be not 
deditute of the neceflary qualifications for your 
work. 

And oh ! what qualifications are requifite for a 
man that hath fuch a charge as ours ! He muft not 
be a babe in knowledge that will teach men all 
thofe things which are neceflary to falvation. How 
many difficulties in divinity are there to be opened ; 
yea, about the very fundamentals of religion! 
How many obfcure texts to be expounded ! How 
many duties to be done, wherein ourfelves and 
others may mifcarry, if in the matter, the end, the 
manner, and circumftances of them, they be not 
well informed ! How many fins, and fubtle temp- 
tations muft we direft our people to avoid I How 
many weighty, and yet intricate, cafes of confcience 
have we frequently to refolve ! How many ftrong 

* This refers to his being compelled to offer incenfe to aa 
Idol, for which he was excommunicated by the Church, • See 
Clark's Liv€s of the Fatkers, Ed. 

B6 * holds 
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holds 'hare ive to teat dowrf ! Wliat fiiWe, cK!U 
getit, and abftmate Jrcfiflance tnuft vrt cxpeft from 
thofe wc have to dearl witliT We cannot make 
k breach in their grotmdkfs hcjpes ^nd carriafl 
peace, but they have twenty Ihifts and feeming 
jreafons to make ft trp irgain' j and as maity enemies^ 
under the appearance of friends, that are ready to* 
help them. We difpute not with them: upon equaS 
terms ; but we have children to reafon with, who- 
cannot underftand us. We have wllfuf, unreafon- 
able, diftra<^ed men to deal with ; who when they 
are filenced, are not at all the more convinced ; but 
when they can give yoii fio reaffon, will give yotf 
their relolution. We harve multitudes of ragrng: 
paflions and contradi3ing enemies to difpute againft 
at once j fo that whenever we go about the con* 
verfion of a finner, if rs as if we were to difpute in 
a noify crowd. 

rXear brethren ! what men flrouH Wc be iti flcilly^ 
Tefolution, and unwearied diligence, wlk> have ft> 
much to do, [and fo much to hinder us in doing 
it !] Did Paul cry out, * Who is fuffieient for 
< thefe things V And fliall we carelefs or lazy^ 
as if we were fuffieient ? * What manner of per- 
*. fons ought we to be' not only • in all holy con- 
* verfation and godlinefs,' but in all knowledge, 
refolution, and diligence! 

To preach a fermon, I think, is not the hardeft 
part of our work. And yet what Ikill is neceflary 

to 
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to make plain the truth j to convince the hearers'; 
to let irrefiftibk light into their confciences, anti 
keep ft there to drive the truth into thehr mhid^, 
and anfwer every objeAton that oppofes h ; and trt 
the fame lime, to do all this with regard to the 
language and manner, fo as beft becomes our work ; 
as is muft fuitable to the capacities of out hearers \ 
and fo as to honour that great God, whofe mefTage 
'ive deliver i by our delivery of it ! 

It is a lamentable cafe, that, in a tneflage from 
the God of heaven, of everlafting confequence to 
the fouls of iticn, we (hould behave ourfelves fo, 
as that the whole bufinefs ftould mifearry in out 
Viands : that God ftould be diflionoured ; hfs 
work difgraced ; and fmners rather hardened than 
tronverted, through our weaknefs or negled. How 
often have carnal hearers gone jeering home, at thfe 
palpable and difhonourable failings of the preacher! 
How many fleep under us, becaufe our hearts and 
tongues are flcepy, and we bring not with us fkin 
and zeal entrugh to awaken them!-*— Brethren, dt> 
yon not fhrtnk and tremble under a fcnfe of the 
greatncfs of your work ? Will a common meafure 
of ability and prudence ferve for fuch a taflc as 
yours r— Neceflity may indeed caufe tht church to 
tolerate the weak ; but woe to us if we tolerate 
and indulge our own weaknefs. 

Do not reafon and confcience tell you", that if 
you dare venture on to high a work as this, ybti 
ftould fpare no pains to be fit for the performance 

of 
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of it ? It is not now and then an idle tafte of ftudies^ 
that will ferve to make an able divine. I know 
that lazinefs has learned to argue, from the infuffi- 
ciency of all our ftudies, that the Spirit muft 
wholly and alone qualify us for, and afGft us in 
our work. But can we reafonably think that God, 
having commanded us to ufe the means, would 
warrant us to ncgleft them ? Will he caufe us to 
thrive in a courfe of idlenefs ? Or bring us to 
.knowledge by dreams ? Or take us up to heaven 
and fhew us his counfels, while we are unconcerned 
about the matter ? Strange ! that men fliould dare,> 
by their finful lazinefs, thus to quench the fpirit ! 
God has required us that we ^ be not flothful in 
' * bufinefs, but fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord/ 
Therefore, brethren, lofe no time : ftudy, pray, 
difcourfe, and praftife ; that by thefe means your, 
abilities may be jncreafed. 

Befides the compofition of fermons, how many- 
other things fliould a minifter underftand ! What 
a great defe<Sl would it be to be ignorant of them 
and how much fliall we mifs fuch knowledge in 
our work ! In order to gain a competent meafure 
of knowledge, a variety of books muft be read, 
[and well digefted.] Experience will teach you, 
that men are Qot to be made learned or wife, with- 
out hard ftudy and unwearied diligence. Shall 
we then be indolent ? Will neither the natural 
defirc of knowing, nor the fpiritual defire of know- 
ing 
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ing God and things divine, nor the confcioufnefs 
of our ignorance and weaknefs, nor a fenfe of the 
importance of our miniderial work, keep us clofe 
to our (ludies, and make us diligent in feeking 
after truth ? 

We fliould the rather take heed to our qualifi- 
cations, becaufe fuch works as ours put men more 
upon the ufe and trial of their graces, than thofe 
of other perfons. Weak gifts and graces may car- 
ry a man through an even and laudable courfe of 
life, who is not exercifed with any great trials. 
Small ftrength may ferve for eafier works, and 
lighter burdens : but if you will venture on the 
great undertakings of the Miniftry ; if you will 
engage againfl ^ principalities leind powers, and fpi- 

* ritual wickednefles', in order to refcue captive 
finners from the dominion of Satan, and lead on 
the troops of Chrift in the face of all their ene- 
mies, common abilities will not be fuflicient. The 
tempter will make his firft and fliarpeft onfet on 
YOU. He bears you the gre^teft malice, who are 
engaged to do him the greateft mifchief. He has 
found, by experience, that to * fmite the fliep- 

* herd,' is the mod efFeSual means to * fcatter 

* the flock.' You therefore fliall have his moft 
fubtile infinuations, inceffant folicitations^ and vio- 
lent aflaults. So that you muft expe£t to come off 
with greater (hame and deeper wounds, than if you 
bad lived a common life, if you think to go 

through 
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through fijch things as the fe with a catelcfs foul. 
We have feen many perfans that lived a private life, 
in good reputaiioii f >t parts and piety, who, when 
they have taken tipon them ehher the magiftracy, 
or military employment, where the work was fu- 
perior to their abilities, have met with fcandal and 
difgrace. So alfo have we feen fome private chrif- 
tians of good efteem, who having thought too 
highly of their abilities, and lhruft themfelves htto 
the minifteriai office, have proved v/eak and empty 
men, and have become fome of the greateft burdens 
to the church. They might, perhiaps, have donfe 
God more fervice, had they continued in the higher 
i-ank of private men, than they did among the 
loweft of the miniftry. If then you will venture 
into the midft of dangers, and bear the burden of 
the day, * take heed to yourfelvcs.' 

This care and diligence is now the more re- 
quifite for minifters, becaufe the necellity of the 
church forces fo many from our places of educa- 
tion fo very young, that they are obliged to teach 
and learn together. It were very defirable that 
the church fliould wait longer for their prepara- 
tion, if it were poffible ; but I would by no means 
difcourage fuch young perfons as are drawn out by 
mere neceffity, if, they are but competently quali- 
fied, and quickened with carneft defires of men's 
falvation, to clofe ftudy, and great diligence in thei'r 
'Work.— ^And this is nfcceflary 5 for if the peoplte 

take 
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take them to be ignorant^ they will defplfe their 
teaching, and think themfelves as wife as they. 
The loweftdegree tolerable in a minifter, is to be 
fupra vulgus fideltvm. It will produce foiUfc degree 
of reverence, when your people know that you 
are wifer than themfelves. 

If you are confcious that you are none of the 
moll able minifters, and defpair of being reverenced 
for your talents, you have the more need to ftudy 
and labour for their incrCafe. That which you 
want in natural ability, you mu ft make up in other 
qualifications ; and then y^ou may be as fuccefsfui 
' as dther perfons. \ 

HI. Take heed to yoUtfelves, that your ewds 
in undertaking and difcharging the minifterial oiBce 
' are goddand Kondilrable. 

The ultimate end of jCur paftoral orcrfrght, is 
that which rs the ultimate end of our whole lives t 
"vi!z. to pleafe and glorify God. With this is con- 
neficd the honour of^Chrift, the welfare of the. 
'church, and thfe falvajtlon of our people : their 
* fanftification and holy obedience ; their unity, or- 
'iier, beauty, flrength, prefervation, and increafe. 

The whole miniflerial work muft be managed 
|)urely for God, aild the good of fouh, without 
~any private ends of our own. This is our fince- 
rity in it. None but the upright make GoD their 
end, OT do all or any thing heartily, for his honour.. 

As 
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As for other perfons, they choofe the miniftry 
rather than any other calling, either becaufe their 
parents devoted them to it ; or becaufe it is a 
pleafant thing to know ; and this is a life wherein 
they haye the moft opportunity to furnifli their 
intelleils with all kinds of fcience ; or becaufe it 
is not fo fatiguing to the body, (loving to favour 
the flefli) or becaufe it is accompanied with fome 
degree of reverence from men ; and they efteem 
an honourable thing to be leaders and teachers ; 
to have others depend on them, and * receive the 
' law at their mouth \* or becaufe it affords them a 
comfortable maintenance. Fbr fuch ends as thefe 
do many undertake the miniftry ; and were it not 
for fome or other of thefe, they would foon give 
it over. 

Now can it be expected that God fliould greatly 
blefs the fervices of fuch Jmen ; fmce it is not for 
him that they preach, but for themfelves ; their 
own eafe or advantage ? No wonder if he leave 
them to themfelves for the fuccefs. A wrong end 
fpoils all our work with regard to ourfelves, how 
good foever it may in itfelf be. They that under- 
take this as a common work, to make a trade of it, 
in order to their fubfiftence in the world, will find 
that they have chofen a bad trade, though it be a 
good employment. Self-denial is of abfolute ne« 
ceflSty in every chriftian ; but of double necellity 
in a Minifter, as he hath a double fandihcation or 

dedication 
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dedication to God ; and without felf-denial he can- 
not faithfully do God any fervice. Hard ftudies, 
^ much knowledge, and excellent preaching, if the 
end be not right, are but more glorious, hypocriti- 
cal finning. 

IV. Take heed to yourfelves, left you fall into 
thofe fins you preach againft, and left, by your ex- 
ample, you contradia your doftrinc. 

Will you make it your bufinefs to magnify God, 
and when you have done, diflionour him as much 
as others ? Will you proclaim Chrift's governing 
power, and yet rebel againft it ? Will you preach 

his laws, and then wilfully break them ? If fin 

be evil, why do you commit it ? If it be not, why 
do you diiTuade men from it ? If God's threaten- 
ings are true, why do you not fear them ? If they 
are falfe, why do you needlefsly trouble men with 
them ? * Thou that teacheft another, teacheft thgu 
' not thyfelf ? Thou that makeft thy boaft of 
* the law, through breaking the law, dilhonoureft 
' thou God?' It is a palpable error in thofe 
minifters, who make fuch a difproportion between 
their preaching and their living, that they will 
ftudy hard to preach accurately, and ftudy little or 
not at all to live accurately. They are loth to 
mifplace a word in their fermons, but they make 
nothing of mifplacing their afFedions, words, or 
a£lions in the courfe of their lives. They are fo 
nice in their compofitions, that they feem to look 

upon 
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upon it as a virtue in them to preach feldom, that 
their language may be the more polite ; and all 
the rhetorical writers they can meet with are preflfei 
to ferve them for the adorning their ftyle ; but 
when it comes to matter of pradice, how little da 
they regard what they faid ? What a difference is 
there between their pulpit-fpeeches and their fami- 
liar difcourfe ! They that are moft impatient of 
barbarifms and folecifms in a fermon, can too eafily 

tolerate them in their converfation. Surely, 

brethren, we have great caufe to take heed what 
we doy as well as what we fay, A praftical doc- 
trine muft be praftically preached. We muft 
ftudy as hard how to live well, as how to preach 
well. If the faving of fouls be your end, you will 
certainly attend to it out of the pulpit, as well as 
in it ; you will live for it, and contribute all your 
•endeavours to attain it. If you intend the end of 
the miniftry only in the pulpit, it fcems you take 
yourfelves for minifters no longer than you are 
there : and if fo, I think you are unworthy to be 
efteemed fuch at all.— You have very great need 
of the ftrifteft care over your conduft ; for 

1. You have the fame depraved nature and finful 
inclinations as others. There are, in the beft of 
us, the remnants of pride, unbelief, felf-feeking, 
hypocrify, and other fins. How fmall a matter 
may caft us down, by enticing us to folly, enkind- 
ling our paflions, perverting our judgments, 

abating 
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abating our refolution, and cooling our zeal I 
With\>ut gr^at care, our treacherous hearts may 
fome time or another deceive u^ ; ai)d thofe fing 
that feem to lie dead> may revive, 

2. Remember too, that as you have the fame 
evil difpofitions as other perfon$> you are expofed 
to temptations peculiar to yourfelves ; particu- 
larly (as ha$ been already obferved) from the great 
enemy of fouls ; "W(ho obtains a v<iry great conqueft, 
if he can make a minifter unfaithful, and tempt 
him into fin. Do not-gratify your grand adver- 
fary, nor give l^m ^n occafion to infult and 
trfumph. 

g. Many eyes ai^e upon, you, and therefore 
ipany will ohferve your falls. The eciipfes the 
fun by day-time, are fpldom without many wit-, 
neffesj. If other men, may fin without gre^t ob-r 
fcrvation, YOy cannot. While yqu are * a^ lights 
fet upoa ^n hill, you cannot be bid..! The light 
of your dodrine will exjpoie your evil doings.. 
Live ther^ore as thoie who ren^einber th^t the ^ 
^orli look* on you with- tfe? q^iick fighted eye of 
malice, ready to find tjif fmalleft f^.ult ; to aggra- 
y^t? and: d^yulge it ;. y(sa, tp npakc. faults, w^re. 
there are non^* 

4- Tak^" heed to ypur copdpS^ bec^ufe your; 
fin$ attended wit[h mpse heiiiu>us aggrava^tions. 
than thofe of other men.. It wa^f a faying of king 
Alphonfus, M that , a great naap caruiot commit a 

" fraall 
I 

I 
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•* fmall fin." We may with more propriety fay, 
that a learned man, and a teacher of others, cannot : 
or at leaft, that that fin is great when committed 
by him, which would be efteemed fmaller in 
another perfon.— Your fins are committed againft 
greater knowledge than the fins of mod others can 
be. They difcover greater hypocrify, and carry in 
them greater treachery. You are laid under more 
folemn obligations to abftain from them than 
other men, and you enjoy fuperior advantages for 
fo doing. 

5. Take heed of falling into fin, becaufe the 
honour of your Lord and Mafter is concerned. 
As you may do him more fervice, fo you may do 
him more diflervice than others. The nearer men 
ftand to God, the greater difiionour does he "receive 
from their mifcarriages. A heavy judgment was 
threatened and executed on Eli and his houfe, be- 
caufe they * kicked at his facrifice and offering 
and we are told, * the fin of the young men was 

* great before the Lord,' becaufe on account of 
their prophane behaviour, * men abhorred the 

* offering of the Lord.' The aggravation of their 
fin was, that it * caufed the enemies of the Lord 

* to blafpheme ;* which circumfiance provoked 
God to deal more fliarply with Davidy with refpeft 
to his crime, than otherwife he would have done. 
Never give finners occafion to fay, " there goes a 
" covetous, or a drunken prieft or to refled, 

when 
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when they fee you, ^lat " notwithftanding all 
your talk, you arc as bad as they." « Offences 

* will come : but woe to the man by whom they 

* come.' You * bear the ark of the Lord you 
are intruded with his honour ; and dare you 
let it fall ? Take heed, in the name of God, of 
every word you fpcak, and of every ftep you take. 
God will indeed wipe off all the dilhonour that 
may be caft upon him ; but you will not fo eafily 
remove the fhame and forrow from yourfelves. 
Once more 

6. Take heed to your condudl, becaufe the 
fuccefs of all your labours does very much depend 
upon it. If you unfay by your lives, what you 
fay with your lips, you will prove the greateft hin- 
derers of your own work. It greatly prevents our 
fuccefs, that other men are all the week contra- 
diAing to the people in private, what we have 
been fpeaking to them fr©m the word of God, in 
public ; but it will prevent it much more, if we 
contradid it ourfelves ; if our adions give our 
words the lie. This is the way to make men 
think that the word of God is but an idle tale. 
Surely he that means as he fpeaks, will do as he 
fpeaks. One improper word, one unbecoming ac- 
tion, may blaft the fruit of many a fermon. 

Say, brethren, in the fear of God, do you regard 
the fuccefs of your labours, and wifh to fee it upon 
the fouls of your hearers, or do you not ? If you 

do 
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dp not, why do yqu ftudy and preach, ai>d call 
ypurfelves^the minifters of Chrift? If you do, 
furely you cannot eafily b.e induced to fpoil your 
own work. You do not. n>uch regard the fuccefs. 
of it, if you are willing to fell it at fo cheap a 
rate, as for the indulgence of any fin. Long 
enough may you lift up your voices againft fin, be- 
fore men will believe there is ar\y fucji harm in it,, 
or fuch danger attending, it as you talk of, if they 
fee you commit it yourfelves. While men have 
eyes as well as ears, they will think they fee your 
meaning as well as hear it ^ and they are • much 
more ready to believe wliat they fee than what they 
hear. All that a preacher does is a kind of preach-, 
ing. When you live a covetous or caxelefs life;, 
when you drink or game, or wafte your time, &c. 
by your pradice you preach thefe fins to your 
people. They, will give ypu leave to. fpeak againft 
tjiefe things in the pulpit as much as you will, if- 
yQ}jt "Wfill but let them alope afterwards, and talL 
^d:liye a^. tbey do ; for they take the pulpit to," 
Ite b|it' a$ ^ ft^ig-c ; . a plage where preachers, muft 
IJiew tbemfelves ai?d play th^ir pa^ts; where you. 
have lil^iM-ty f^r. an hour to f^iy what you pleafe.^ 
They will not npiucb regard it, if you do i)ot fbew,- 
by your condu^ amongf^ them^ that you meant as. 
you faid. 

Consider further, fince the fuccefs of. yotir la-^ 
boufs depends on the grace and bleiSng of God, 

whether 
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whether you will not by your fins, provoke him 
to forfake you, and blaft your endeavours ; at leaft 
with regard to yourfelves, though he may in fomc 
meafure blefs them to his people. Once more, 

V. Take heed to yourfelves, that your gr%cei 
be maintained in life and in a^ion* 

For this end, preach to yourselves the fer- 
mons you ftudy, before you preach them to others. 
If you were to do this for your own fakes, it would 
be no loft labour. But I principally recommend it 
on the public account, and for the fake of the 
church. When your minds are in a holy frame, 
your people are likely to partake of it. Your 
prayers and praifcs and doftrine will be fweet and 
heavenly to them. They are likely to feel it when 
you have been much with God. That which is 
on your hearts moft, will be moft in their ears. I 
confefs, I muft fpeak it by lamentable experience, 
that I publifli to my flock the diftempcrs of my 
foul. When I let my heart grow cold, my preach- 
ing is cold ; and when it is confufed, my preaching 
is confufid alfo. And I have often obferved, in 
the beft of ipy hearers, that when I have grown 
cold in preaching, they have grown cold accord- 
ingly. The next prayers I have heard from them, 
have been too mucli like my fermons. You cannot 
decline and negleft your duties, but others will be 
C lofers 
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lofers by it as well as yourfelves. If we let our 
love decreafe, and if we abate our holy care and 
watchfulnefs, it will foon appear in our doctrine. 
If the matter fhew it not, the manner will ; and 
our hearers are likely to fare the worfe for it. 
Whereas, if we could abound in faith and love 
and zeal, how would they overflow to the refrefhing 
of our congregations ! and how would this appear 
i)y increafing the fame graces in our people ! 
Watch therefore, brethren, over your own hearts. 
Keep out lufts, and worldly inclinations ; and keep 
up the life of faith and love. Be much at home, 
?ind be much with God. If it be not your daily 
ferious bufmefs to ftudy your own hearts, to fubdue 
corruptions, and to walk with God, all will go 
amifs with you, and you will ftarve your audience. 
Or if you have an afFe6led fervency, you cannot 

expeft any great bleffing to attend it, Above 

all, be much in fecret prayer and n^ditation. There 
you muft fetch the heavenly fire, that muft kindle 
your facrifices. 

But befides this general courfe of watchfulnefs 
for ourfelves and others, methinks a minifter fhould 
^ take fome fpecial pains with his own heart, juft be- 
\ fore he goes to the congregation. If it be cold 
) THEN, how is he likely to warm the hearts of his 
I hearers ? Go then to God, efpecially, for life, 
i Read fome rouling awakening book \ or meditate 

on 
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on the vaft importance of the fubjed on which you 
are to fpeak ; and on the great neceffity of your 
peoples fouls ; that thus you may go in * the zeal 
' of the Lord^ into his houfe 



* With a view to the objeQ above recommended hy Mf« 
Baxter, Dr. Doddridge frequently read a paflage from this work 
of his, on the Lord's day morning previous to his going out to 
preach ; and fome other minificn have experienced the tttilitf 
#f doing the fame. 
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PART THE SECOND. 

Of the Duty of Jiated Minifters with 
refpeEl to their People. 

HAVING fliewed you, as it was firft neceflary, 
what we muft be, and what we muft do for 
our own fouls, I proceed to the 

SECOND branch of the exhortation : * Take 

* heed unto all the flock over which the Holy 

* Ghoft hath made you overfeers, to feed the church 

* pf God/ 

Here it is neceflarily fuppofed, That every flock 
fliould have their own paftor, and every paftor his 
own flock. It is the will of God, that chriftians 
Ihould * know their teachers that labour among 

* them, and are over them in the Lord.' Paul znd 
Barnabas * ordained elders in every church.* 
Though a minifter be an officer in the univerfal 
church, yet he is in an efpecial manner the over- 
seer of that particular church which is committed 
to his care« When we are ordained minifters, 

without 
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without a fpecial charge, we are licenced and com- 
manded to do our beft for all, where we are called 
to exercife ; but when we have undertaken a par- 
ticular charge, we have reftrained the exercife of 
our gifts and guidance efpecially to that : fo that 
we fliould allow others no more of our time and 
help than our own flock can fpare. From this 
relation of paftor and flock, arife thofe duties which 
we mutually owe each other. 

It is further implied, that our flocks (hould be 
no larger than we are capable of ovcrfeeing, or 
taking the care of. The nature of the paftoral 
work is fuch as requires it to be done by the paftor 
himfelf. 

By the flock or church is meant that particular 
fociety of chriftians of which a bifliop or elder has 
the charge \ aflbciated for perfonal communion in 
God's public worfhip, and for other mutual aflift- 
ance in the way to falvation. The word TO/j^v/tfU 
properly figniiies a UttJe flock* 

What is meant when we are exhorted ncBiiumi^ 
rviv evmKvimay feems to be, not only to feed the 
church, as it is tranOated ; nor merely to rule it, 
as fome underftand it ; but to perform every branch 
of the paftoral overfight. In a word, it ispajlorenp 
agere ; to do the work of a Paftor or Shepherd to 
the flock : The feveral branches of which flialt 
now be confidered^ 
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CHAP. I. 

OfaMini/ier's Jiated public Work : Preaching; Prayer; 
and adminifiering the Sacraments. 

ONE of the moft important and moft excellent 
parts of our work is 

I. The public preaching of the Word. 
[Here we fhall fuggeft a few thoughts on the dc- 
lign of preaching — the manner of it — the pronun- 
ciation-T-and the compofition of fermons.] 

1. Of the Design of Preaching. 

The grand defign of preaching is, to fliew men 
their trueft happinefs, and to dire6t them how to 
attain it. — It is the great work of chriftian minifters 
to acquaint men with God, and that glory which 
all his chofen people lhali enjoy in his prefence ; to 
ihew them the certainty and excellence of the pro- 
mifed felicity in the life to come, compared with 
the vanities of the prefent world, that fo we may 
turn the ftream of their thoughts and aftefiions ; 
bring them to a due contempt of this world, and 
put them upon feeking that durable treafure. This 
is the work about which we are to treat with men, 
day after day; for could we once bring them to 
propofe a right end, and fet their hearts unfeign- 

edly 
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edly on God and heaven, the greatcft part of our 
bufinefs would be done. 

Having ihewn them the right end, our next 
work is to acquaint them with the right means of 
attaining it. We muft firft teach them the evil and 
danger of fm ; then we muft open to them the 
great myfteries of redemption ; — the perfon, na- 
tures, incarnation, life, fufferings, death, refurrec* 
tion, afcenfion, interceffion, and dominion of the 
blelTed Son of God. As alfo, the conditions im* 
pofed on us ; the duties he has commanded us ; 
the everlafting torments he has threatened to the 
finally impenitent ; the rich treafury of his blcf- 
fings and grace ; the tenour of his promifes, and 
all the privileges of the faints. We muft recom- 
mend to them a life of holinefs and communion 
with God. We muft excite them to, and diredl 
them in, the performance of all the fpiritual dutie$ 
which the gofpel requires. At the fame time wt 
muft difcover to them the deceit fulnefs of tlieir 
own hearts ; the many difficulties and dangers thej 
will meet with ; efpecially we muft ftiew them the 
depth of Satan's temptations, and affift them againft 
all thefe. We muft reveal and recommend to them 
the great and gracious defigns of God, in his works 
of creation, providence, redemption, juftification, 
adoption, fandification, and glorification. In a 
word, we muft leach them as much as we can, of 
the whole works and word of God. And what 
C 4 tw© 
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two volumes are here for a minifter to preach upon ! 
How great, how excellent, how wonderful ! All 
chriftians are the difciples or fcholars of Chrift : 
the church is his fchool : we are his uihers ; the 
Bible is his grammar : this it is we muft be daily 
teaching them. The Papifts would teach them 
without book, left they fliould learn herejies from 
the word of truth ; but our bufinefs is not to teach 
them without book, but to help them to undcrftand 
this book of God. 

fi. Of the Mann£r of Preaching. 

Preaching is a work which requires greater flcill, 
and cfpecially greater life and zeal, than any of u$ 
commonly bring to it. It is no trifling matter to 
Hand up in the face of a congregation, and deliver 
a meiTage of falvation or damnation, as from the 
living God, in the name of the Redeemer. It is no 
cafy thing to fpeak fo plainly that the moft ignorant 
may underftand us ; fo ferioufly that the deadeft 
heart may feel, and fo convincingly that contradict- 
ing cavillers may be filenccd. — Certainly, if our 
hearts were fet upon the work of the Lord as they 
ought to be, it would be done more vigoroufly than 
by the moft pf us it is. Alas ! how few minifters 
preach with all their might, or fpeak about everlaft* 
ing joys and torments in fuch a manner as may 
make men believe that they are in earneft ! . It would 
make a man's heart ache to fee a number of dead 

and 
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and" drowfy finners fit under a minifter, without 
having a word that is^ likely to quicken or awaken 
them. The blow often falls fo light, that hard* 
hearted perfons cannot feel. Few minifters will fo 
much as exert their voice and flir themfelves up to 
an earned delivery. Or if they fpeak loud and 
earneftly, oftentimes they do not anfwer it with 
earneftnefs of matter; and then the voice does but 
little good. The people will efteem it but mere 
bawling if the matter does not correfpond. On the 
other hand, it would grieve one to hear what ex- 
cellent fubje^ts fome minifters treat upon^ who yet 
let them die in their hands for want of a clofe 
and lively application ; what fit matter they have 
for convincing tinners, and yet how little they oiake 
of it. 

O firsl> how plain, how clofe, how fcrious 
fhould we be in delivering a meffage of fuch im- 
portance as ours, when the everlafting life or 
death of men are concerned in it ! Methinks we 
are no where fo much wanting, as in ferioufn^fs ; 
yet nothing is more unfuitable to our bufineft,, 
than to be flight and dull. What ! fpeak coldly 
for God, and for the falvation of mtt\ ? Can we 
believe that our people muft be converted or con- 
demned, and yet can we fpeak to them in a drowfy 
tone ? In the name of God, brethren, awakefti 
your hearts before you come into the pulpit ; that 
when you are there you may be fit to waken the 
C 5 hearts. 
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hearts of finners. Remember, that they muft be 
awakened, or damned : but furely a fleepy preacher 
is not likely to awaken them. Though you give 
the holy things of God the higheft praifes in 
words, if you do it coldly, you will unfay by your 
manner all that you have faid. It is a kind of 
contempt of great things, efpecially fo great as thefe, 
to fpeak of them without great afFedlion and fer- 
vency. * Whatfoever our hand findeth to do^ 
(certainly then in fuch a work as preaching for 
men's falvation) we fhould * do.it with all our 
* might.' Though I do not recommend a con- 
ftant loudnefs in your delivery, (for that will make 
your fervency contemptible) yet fee to it, that you 
have a conftant ferioufnefs ; and when the matter 
requires it (as it fhould do in the application, at 
leaft) then * lift up your voice and fpare not' your 
fpirits. Speak to your hearers as to men that 
muft be awakened either hfere or in hell. Look 
upon your congregation with ferioufnefs and com- 
paflion ; and think in what a ft ate of joy or tor- 
ment they muft be for ever ; and that furely will 
make you earneft, and melt your hearts for them. 
Whatever you do, let the people fee that you are 
in good earneft. You cannot foften men's hearts 
by jefting with them, or telling them a fmooth 
tale, or patching up a gawdy oration. They will 
not caft away their deareft pleafures, at the drowfy 
rcqueft of one who feems not to mean as he 

{peaks. 



Digitized by 



Chap. I. Fervency in Preaching recommended, 35 

fpeaksy or to care much whether his requeft be 
granted or not. 

Let us then roufe up ourfelves to the^work of 
the Lord. Let us fpeak to our people as for their 
lives, and * fave them as by violence, pulling them 
* out of the fire.' Satan will not be charmed out 
of his pofleffions ; we mud lay fiege to the fouls 
of finners, which are his chief garrifon ; muft play 
the battery of God's ordnance againft it, and play 
it clofe, till a breach is made ; not fuffering them 
to make it up again. As We have reafonable 
creatures to deal with, we muft fee to it that our 
fermons be all convincing ; and that we make the 
light of fcripture and reafon ihine fo bright in the 
faces of the ungodly, that unlefs they wilfully fliut 
their eyes, it may even force them to fee. A fer- 
mon full of mere words, while it wants the light 
of evidence, and the zeal of life, is but an image, 
or a well-drelTed carcafe. In preaching, there is 
intended a communion of fouls between us and 
our people ; or a communication of fomewhat from 
ours to theirs. We muft endeavour to communi- 
cate the fiilleft light of evidence, from our under- 
ftandings to theirs ; and to warm their hearts, by 
enkindling in them holy afFedions from our own. 
The great things which we are to commend to our 
hearers, have reafon enpugh on their fide, and lie 
plain before them in the word of God, We ftiould 
ther^efore be fo furniflied with a proper ftore of 
C 6 evidence. 
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evidence, as to come as with a torrent upon their 
underftandings, and bear down all before us. With 
our dilemmas and expoftulations, we ihould endea- 
vour to bring them to a nonplus, that they may be 
forced to yield to the power of truth ; to fee that 
it is great and will prevail. 

3. Of the Pronunciation. 
A great matter with moft of our hearers, lies in 
the pronunciation and tone of the voice. The 
beft matter will not move -them unlefs it be 
movingly delivered. When a man has a reading or 
declaiming tone, and fpeaks like a fchool-boy fay- 
ing a leffon, or pronouncing an oration, few are 
much affeded with any thing that he fays. The 
want of a familiar tone and expreflion, is as great 
z defeft in the delivery of moft of us, as any thing 
whatever: in this refpc£t therefore we Ihould be- 
eareful to amend. Let us guard againft all affefta- 
tion, and fpeak as familiarly to our people as if 
we were fpeaking to any of them perfonally. 

4. Of the Composition of Sermons. 

In the ftudy of our fermons we are apt to be too 
negligent ; gathering only a few naked heads, and 
not confidcrtng of the moft forcible expreffions ta 
fet them home to men's hearts. We muft ftudy 
how to convince and get within men, and how to 
bring each truth to the'quick j not leaving all this 

to 
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to our extempoTi promptitude^ unlefs it be in cafes 
of neceffity*. 

Next to preaching, another very important part 
of our public work is, 

II. To guide our people, and be their mouth 
to God in the prayers and PRAiSfcS of the 
church ; as alfo to blefs them in the name of the 
Lord. 

This facerdotal part of our office is not the leaft ; 
nor ought it to be thruft into a corner, as it too 
frequently is. A very confiderable part of God's 
public fervice, was wont in all ages of the church, 
till of late, to confift iiT praifes and euchariftical a£ts 
of communion. The Lord's day was kept as a 
day of thankfgiving, in the hymns, and common 
rejoicings of the faithful ; in fpecial commemora- 
tion of the work of redemption, and the happy 
condition of the gofpel church. Though I am as 
apprehenfive of the neceffity of preaching as moft 
perfons, yet I think it ought not to prevent our 
folemn prayers to, and praifes of God, from em- 
ploying more of the Lord's day than they generally 

* Mr. Baxter was ufed in general to write his fermons at 
leogtb, as moft of our old divines did. In fome place tn hts^ 
writings, he acknowkdges and laments k, when he negle£led 
this, as the effe£l of indolence, and ai produBive of unhappy 
confequences. Some excellent direOions for tbe^compofitkMi 
4>f feimojos may be feen in Doddridge's Preaching Le^res* 

do» 
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do. Our worfliip fliould be as evangelical as our 
dodrine. [Now as it is our bufinefs to lead the 
devotions of our people on fuch folemn occafions, 
we ought to take heed that we do it with fuch pro- 
priety and fervour as will be conducive to their real 
edification.] • 

Another part of our paftoral work is 

III. The adminiftration of the facred myfteries, 
or the feals of God's covenant, baptism, and 
the Lord's supper. 

Some minifters totally negleft thefe ordinances ; 
others adminifter them in a very carelcfs manner ; 
and a third fort lay a very undue ftrefs on trifling 
circumftances relating to them, and make them a 
matter of much contention, even in that ordinance, 
in which union and communion are fo much pro- 
fefled. [We not only ought carefully to avoid all 

♦ It is much to be wiffaed that Mr. Baxter had enlarged a 
little on the fubjefl of public prayer; which, though a 
part of divine worfliip of peculiar importance, is often worfe 
performed than any other. Sec fome too juft complaints on 
this head in the Evang, Mag for June 1807. ^"^^ Baxter 
greatly excelled in prayer ; of which one evidence appears in 
his Reformed Liturgy, and in the forms which he drew up for 
families. I'hefc are introduced in A ColleBion of Family Pray^ 
ers, and they are fome of the heft in the volume, from which 
young mioiilcrs might derive much afliilancc. 

thefe 
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thcfe faults^ but take peculiar pains in the admini- 
(tration of thefe ordinances, for the edification of 
the church*.] 



CHAP. II. 
Of perfonal InfpeSiion and private InffruSlion. 

WE are commanded to * take heed to all 
* the flock that is, doubtlefs, to every in- 
dividual member of it. To which end, it is 
neceffarily fuppofed that we fhould know every 
perfon that belongs to our charge ; for how can we 
take heed to them if we do not know them ? We 
muft labour to be acquainted, as fully as we can, 
not only with the perfons, but with the ftate of all 
our people, — their inclinations, a«d converfations ; 
what are the fins they are moft in danger of ; what 
duties they negleft, both with refpeft to the matter 
and the manner ; and to what temptations they are 
peculiarly liable. If we know not the tempera* 
inent or difeafe, we are likely to prove unfuccefsful 
phyficians. 

* See on this head DoddridgeH lxEtnju^Mafon*s Student 
and Pallor— and OrtQn'% Letters to Diflentiog Minillers. 
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Being thus acquainted with all the flock, we 
muft do the work of a pador towards every indivi- 
dual. And one would imagine, that all reafonable 
men would be fo well fatisfied in regard to this^ 
that nothing need be faid to recommend it. Does 
not a careful (hepherd look after every individual 
fheep, and a good phyfician attend every particular 
patient ? Why then (hould not the (hepherds and 
the phyficians of the church take heed to every 
individual member of their charge ? Chrift himfelf, 
the great and * good fliepherd/ who has the whole 
flock to look after, takes care of every individual ; 
like him whom he defcribes in his parable, who- 

* left the ninety-nine fheep in the wildernefs, to 

* feek after one that was loft.'— Paul * taught 

* the people publicly, and from houfe to houfe.* 
He * warned every man, and taught every man, 

* that he might prefcnt every man perfeS: in 
' Chrift Jefus.' We are to * watch for fouls as 

* thofc that muft give an account' how we have 
done it. Heb. xiii. 17. 

To thefe and a variety of other fcriptures, which, 
might be quoted to our prefent purpofe, I might 
add many paiTages from the ancient councils, from 
whence it appears that fuch a perfonal infpedion 
was the praftice of the moft ancient times. I 
fhall only mention one from Ignatius: " Let 
5* aflemblies be often gathered \ feek after (or 

inquire 
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^* inquire of ) all by name ; defplfe not fervant<* 
men or maids." Ignat, ad Polyc. 

To mention a few particulars : 

1. Wc ihould ufe all the means we can to 
inftru£l the ignorant in the matters of their fal- 
vation. 

We fhould ufe our own moft plain, familiar 
words in difcourfing with them, and ihould give or 
lend them fuch books as are fit for them. Wc 
ihould perfuade them to learn catechifms ; and 
direft fuch as cannot read, to get help of their 
neighbours, whom we (hould exhort to give them 
their afliftance ; efpecially fuch as have the beft 
opportunities for it. 

2. We ihould be ready to give advice to fuch as 
come to us with cafes of confcience ; efpecially 
that great cafe which the Jews put to Peter, and 
the jailer to Paul and Silas, ' What muft we do 
* to be faved ?' 

A minifter is not only to be employed in public 
preaching to his people, but (hould be a known 
counfellor for their fouls, as the lawyer is for their 
eftates, and the phyfician for their bodies. Not 
that a minifter (any more than a phyfician, or 
lawyer) fliould be troubled with every trifling mat- 
ter about which others can advife them as well. 
But every man that is in doubts and difficulties 
about matters of importance, (hould bring his cafe 

to 
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to his minifter for refolution. Thus Nicodemus 
came to Chrift, as it was iifual with the people to 
go to * the prieft, w^hofe lips were to preferve 

* knowledge, and at whofe mouth they were to 

* afk the law, becaufe he was the mefTenger of the 

* Lordof Hofts/ Mai. ii. 7. Since the people 

are grown too much unacquainted with the X)ffice 
of the miniftry, and their own duty herein, it be- 
longs to us to acquaint them with it, and to prefs 
them publickly to come to us for advice in cafes of 
great concernment to their fouls. What abun- 
dance of good might we do, could we but bring 
them to this. But how few are there who heartily 
prefs their people to it ! A fad cafe, that men's 
fouls ftiould be injured and hazarded, by the total 
negle6l of fo great a duty ; and that minifters 
fhould fcarcely ever tell them of it and awaken 
them to it ! Were they but duly fenfible of the 
need and importance of it, you would have them 
more frequently .knocking at your doors, to open 
their cafes, to make their complaints, and to aflc 
your advice. I befeech you then, put them more 
upon this ; and perform your duty carefully when 
they feek your help. 

To this end it is very neceffary, that we fhould 
be acquainted with pradical cafes, and efpccially 
with the nature of true grace, fo that we may 
affift them in trying their flates, and refolve the 
main queftion, which concerns their everlafting 

life 



Digitized by 



Chap. II. Regard to Families recommended. 45 

life or death. One word of feafonable, prudent 
advice, given by a minifter to perfons in neceffity, 
has fometimes done that good which many fermona 
have failed of doing. 

3. We fliould have an cfpecial eye upon fa- 
M I LIES, to fee that they be well ordered, and 
that the duties of each relation be well per- 
formed. 

The life of religion, and the welfare and glory 
of church and ftate, depend much upon family 
government and. duty. If we fufFer the negledl 
of this, we undo all. What are we likely to do 
towards the reforming a congregation, if all the 
work be cad upon us alone, and mafters of fami- 
lies neglect that neceflary duty of theirs, by which 
they are obliged to help us ? If any good be begun 
by the miniftry in any foul, a carelefs, prayerlefs, 
worldly family is likely to ftifle, or very much 
hinder it. Whereas if you could bi^t get the rulers 
of families to do their part ; to take up the work 
where you left it, what abundance of good might 
be done by it ! Do all that you can therefore to 
promote this bufinefs, if ever you defire the true 
reformation and welfare of y6ur parifhes. 

To this end, get information how every family 
is condu6ted, and how God is worfliipped in it, 
that you may know how to proceed. Go now and 
then among them, when they are moft at leifure, 
and afik the mafter of the family whether he prays 

with 
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with them and reads the fcripture. Labour to con- 
vince fuch as negledl this, of their fin. Pray 
with them before you go, to give them an ex- 
ample how you would have them pray, and get 
them to promife that they will be more confcien- 
tious therein for the future. — If you find any 
unable to pray in tolerable expreflions, through 
ignorance or difufe, perfuade th^m to ftudy their 
wants, and get their hearts afFefted with them. 
Advife them frequently to vifit thofe neighbours 
who ufe to pray, that they may learn ; and in the 
mean time recommend it to them to ufe a Form of 
prayer, rather than omit the duty. It is neceffary 
to mofl illiterate people who have not been brought 
up where prayer has been ufed, to begin with a 
Form ; becaufe otherwife they would be able to do 
nothing. From a fenfe of their inability, they will 
wholly negled the duty, though they defire to per- 
Form it. Many perfons can utter fome honed 
requefts in fecret, who will not be able t6 fpeak 
tolerable fenfe before others ; and I will not be 
one of them who had rather the duty were wholly 
neglefted, or prophaned and made contemptible^ 
than encourage them to ufe a Form, either recited 
by memory, or read. — Tell them however, that it 
is their fin and (hame to be fo unacquainted with 
their own neceffities, as not to know how to fpeak 
to God in prayer, when every beggar can find 
words to afk an aim? ; and that this Form is only 

ta 
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to be ufed, till they can do without it ; which they 
ought to endeavour after, that their expreflions 
may be varied according to their neceiiities and 
obfervations. 

See that befides the Bible, they have fome pro- 
fitable moving books in every family. If they 
have none, perfuade them to buy fome of a low 
price. If they are not able;, either give them, 
or procure for them fuch as arc likely to be of the 
greateft ufe to them. Engage them« to read in the 
evening, when they have Icifure, but efpecially on 
the Lord's day ; and by all means perfuade them 
to teach their children to read. Particularly, dire6t 
them how to fpend the Sabbath ; how to difpatch 
their worldly bufinefs, fo as to prevent encum- 
brances and difl:ra£iions ; and when they have at- 
tended public worlhip, how to fpend their time in 
their families. The life of religion, among poor 
people efpecially, depends mnch upon this, be- 
caufe they have very little time beddes this to fpare. 
If they lofe this, they lofe all, and will remain 
ignorant and brutilh.—~- Perfuade the maQer of 
the family, every Lord's day evening, to caufe all 
his family to repeat fome catechifm to him, and 
give him an account of what they have learned 
that day in public. — ^If you find any who cannot 
fpend the time profitably at home, advife them to 
take their families to fome godly neighbour that 
can* 

If 
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If any in the family are known to be unruly, 
give the mafter a fpccial charge concerning them, 
and make him underftand what a fm it is to connive 
at, and tolerate them. — If you can thus get heads 
of families to perform their duty, they will fave 
you much pains with the reft, and greatly promote 
the fuccefs of your labours. You cannot exped a 
general reformation^ till you procure family re- 
formation. Some little obfcure religion there may 
be, in here and there one ; but while it fticks with 
fmgle perfons, and is not promoted by thefe focie- 
ties, it. does not profper, nor promife much for 
future increafe. 

4. Another part of our minifterial overfight lies 
in VISITING the sick, and helping them to pre- 
pare for a fruitful life, or a happy death. 

Though this be the bufinefs of all our lives and 
theirs, yet a tiriie of ficknefs requires extraordi- 
nary care both in them and us. When time i^ 
almoft gone, and they muft be now or never recon- 
ciled to God and poflefled of his grace, oh ! how- 
does it concern them to redeem their few remain- 
ing hours, to * lay hold on eternal life!' And when 
we fee that we fhall have but a few more days or 
hours with them, in which to fpeak to them in 
reference to their eternal ftate, what man that is 
not an Infidel, or to the laft degree ftupid, would 
not be with themi and do all that he can in that 

ibort 
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fliort fpace for their falvation ! Will it not awaken 
us to compaflion, to look upon a languifhing man, 
and think that within a few days his foul will be 
in heaven or in hell ? — So great is the change made 
by death) that it ihould awaken us to the greatefl: 
fenfibility to fee a man fo near it ; and it ihould 
excite in us the deepeft pangs of compaflion, to do 
the office of inferior angels for the foul, before it 
departs from the flefti, that it may be ready for 
the convoy of fuperior angels, to tranfmit it to the 
prepared glory. When a man is almoft at his 
journey's end, and the next ftep puts him into 
heaven -or hell, it is time for us to help him, if we 
can, while there is hope. 

As the prefent neceffity of fick perfons fhould 
induce us to -take that opportunity, for their good, 
fo fhould the advantage which ficknefs and the 
forefight of death afFordeth for it. There are few 
of the ftouteft hearts but will hear us on their 
death-beds, though they fcorned us before. They 
will then be as tame as lambs, who before were as 
untradtable as mad-men. I find* not one in ten of 
the moft obftinate fcornful wretches in the parifli, 
but when they come to die, will humble themfelves, 
confefs their faults, feem penitent, and promife, if 
they fhould recover, to reform their lives. With 
what refolution will the worfl of them feem to 
caft away their fins, exclaim againfl their follies, 
and the vanities' of the world, when they fee that 

death 
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death is in earned with them ! I cortfefs it is very 
common for perfons at fuch a feafon to be frightened 
into inefFedlual purpofes, but not fo common to 
be converted to fixed refolutions. Yet there are 
fome exceptions. That there are fo fewy (hould 
make both them and us the more diligent in the 
time of health ; and that there are any^ fhould. 
beftir us at I aft, in the ufe of the laft remedies. 

It will not be ufelefs to eurfelves to read fuch 
leftures of mortality. Surely it will much try 
the faith and ferioufnefs of minifters or others, to 
be about dying men. They will have much op- 
portunity to difcern whether they themfelves are 
in earneft about the affairs of the world to come. 

* It is better to go to the houfe of mourning, than 

* to the houfe of feafting for it tends to make 
the heart better when we fee the end of all the 
living, and what it is that the world will do for 
thofe who fell their falvation for it.— It will excite 
us the better to confider the ufe of faith and holi- 
nefs, which cannot prevent us from dying, any 
more than others, but which may enable us to die 
better than they. — To render your vifits to the fick 
the more ufeful, take the following direftions. 

Stay not till their ftrength and underftandings be 
gone, and the time fo fhort that you fcarcely know 
what to do, but go to them as foon as you hear 
they are fick, whether they fend for you or not.— 
When the time is fo fliort, that there is no oppor-. 

tunity 



Digitized by 



Chap. II. DtreSiions for vljitlng the Sicll 49 

tunity to attempt the change of their hearts in that 
diftin<5l and gradual way which is ufual with others^ 
we mud be fure to dwell upon thofe truths which 
are of the greateft importance, and which are the 
mod likely to eiFed the great work of their con- 
verfion.— Shew them the certainty and glory of 
the life to come ; the way in which it was pur- 
chafed ; the great fin and folly of negleding it in 
time of health ; yet the poilibility that remains of 
obtaining it, if they do but clofe with it heartily as 
their happinefs, and with the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
as the way thereto ; abhorring themfelves for their 
former evil, and unfeignedly refigning up them- 
felves to be juftified, fandified, ruled, and faved 
by him. Shew them the fufficiency and neceflity 
of the redemption by Jefus Chrift, and the fulnefs 
of the Spirit, which they may and muft be par- 
takers of ; the nature and neceflity of faith, re- 
pentance, and refolutions for new obedience^ 
according as there (hall be opportunity. Labour, 
upon conviction and deliberation, to engage them 
by folenin promife to Chrift, that if their lives are 
fpared, they will yield him fuch obedience *. 

V * In Mr. Baxter's works (Vol. I. p. 511, &c.) there it 
A form of exhortation to the godly and the ungodly in their 
fickncfs/' containing excellent dircdions on this head. — 
Since this was written, the piece referred to has been printed, 
in a fmall volume, entitled, InJlruHton and Confoia^n to the 
Aged^ the Sick, and the Dying. Bui^itt. Pr. ts. 
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If they recover, go to them piirpofely to remind 
them of their promifes, that they may reduce them 
to pradlice. If, at any time afterward, you fee 
them remifs, go to them again, to put them in 
mind of what they formerly faid. This is often 
of great ufe to fuch as recover ; it has been the 
means of converting many a foul. It is neceffary 
therefore, that you vifit them whofe ficknefs is 
not mortal, as well as them that are dying. You 
'will hereby have fome advantage to bring them 
to repentance and newnefs ot life, as you will 
afterwards have this to plead againft their iins. 
When the emperor Stgijmund aflced the biihop of 
Colen " What was the way to be faved r" he 
anfwered him, " That he muft be what he pro- 

mifed to be, when he was laft troubled with the 

ftone or the gout." 

5. It is the duty of minifters to reprove and 
iuimonifh fuch as have been guilty of notorious and 
fcandalous fins. 

Before we bring fuch matters to the congrega- 
tion, (of which hereafter) it is ordinarily fit for the 
miniiler to try what he himfelf can do more pri- 
vately, to bow the finner to repentance. A great 
deal of (kill is here required, and a dHFerence muft 
be made according to the various tempers of the 
offenders. But with the mofl, it will be neceffary 
to fallion with the greateft plainnefs and power ; 
to fliake their carelefs, hearts, and ihew them the 
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evil of fin ; its fad eiFe£t$ ; the unkindnefs, un« 
reafonablenefsi unprofitablencfs, and other aggra* 
vations that attend it ; what it is they have done 
againft God, and themfelves. 

6. We ought to give due encouragement to 
thofe humble, upright, obedient chriftians, who 
profit by our teaching, and are ornaments to theif 
|)rofeflion. 

We fliould, in the eyes of all the flock, put fomc 
difference between them and others, by our more 
efpecial familiarity, and other tedimonies of our 
approbation of, and rejoicing over them, that fo 
we may both encourage them, and excite others to 
imitate them. God's graces are amiable and ho- 
nourable in «11, even in the pooreft of the flock. 
The fmalleft degrees muft be cheriftied and encou- 
raged ; but the higheft, more openly honoured, 
and propofed to imitation. They who flight the 
moft gracious becaufe they are of the laity, while 
they claim to themfelves the honour of the clergy^ 
^s they fhew themfelves proud and carnal, take the 
jeady way to debafe themfelves, and to bring their 
office into contempt. If there be no honour due 
to the real fanftity of a chriftian, much lefs to the 
relative fanftity of a paflor ; nor can he reafonably 
€xpe6l it fhould be given him, 
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CHAP. HI. 

'Of feveral particular cafes and chara^ers^ to be rf* 
garded both in preaching and private difcourfe. 

E arc next to cdnfider our miniftcrial work 
(both in public and in private) in reference 
to the feveral qualities of the objedl. 

I. The firft part of it lies in bringing unfound 
profeffors to fincerity, that they who before were 
chriftians in name only, may be fuch indeed. 

Though we be not abfolutely certain that this 
«r that man in particular is unfound and unfandi^ 
iied, yet as long as we have a certainty that many 
fuch attend upon our miniflrations ; and fince we 
have a great probability that this is the chara£ter 
of fome that we can name, we have ground enough 
to go upon, in treating with them for their con* 
verfion. 

Alas ! the mifcry of the unconverted is fo great, 
that it calls loudeft for our compaflion. They 
^ are in the gall of bitternefs, and the bond of 

* iniquity/ They have no pait or fellowfliip in 
the pardon of fin, or the hope of glory. We have 
therefore a work of great neceflity to do for them ; 
even to * open their eyes, to turn them from dark- 

* ncfs unto light 5 from the power of Satan unto 

<God, 
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* God, that they may receive the forgivenefs of 
^ fins^ and an inheritance among the fandified by 

* faith in Chrift — to foflen and open their hearts, 
to the entertainment of the truth, * if peradven- 

* ture God will give them repentance, to the ac- 

* knowledging of it, that they may efcape out of 
' the fnare of Satan, who are led captive by him at 
' his will/ 

It is fo fad a cafe to fee men in a ftate of dam* 
nation, that methinks-we (hould not be able to let 
them alone, either in public or in private, whatever 
, other work we have to do. I confefs I am forced 
frequently to negle£t that which would tend to the 
further increafe of the godly, and what may be 
called ' ftronger meat,' becaufe of the lamentable 
neceffity of the unconverted.— «Who can talk of 
controverfies, or nice unneceflary points, or even 
truths of a lower degree of neceflity, however ex* 
cellent, to gratify certain hearers of higher fan- 
cies, (who look for rarities, and expeA to have 
their ears pleafed) while he fees a number of igno-» 
rant, carnal, miferable (inners, before him, who 
muft be changed or damned ? Methinks I even fee 
Ihem entering upon their final woe ! Methinks I 
hear them crying out for the fpeedieft help ! — If 
they have not hearts to feek or afk for help them- 
felves, their mifery fpeaks the louder. As Paul's 
fpirit was 'ftirred within him, when* he faw the 
Athenians fo addided to idolatry, methinks it 
D 3 ihould 
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ihould caft us into one of his paroxyfms, to fee 
fuch numbers of men in the greateft danger of 
being everlaftingly undone. If by faith we did 
indeed look upon them as within a ftep of hell, it 
would more effedually untie our tongues, than 
Croefus*s danger did the tongue of his fon. He 
that will let a fmner go down to hell for want ot 
fpeaking to hijarl, has infinitely lefs efteem for fouls 
than the Redeemer of them had ; and lefs for his 
neighbour, than rational charity will allow him to 
have for the greateft enemy. Oh! therefore, 
brethren, whomfoever you neglefi, neglcft not 
the moft mifcrable. Whatever you pafs over, 
forget not poor fouls, who are under the condem- 
nation and curfe of the h^r, and who may every 
hour expeft the infernal execution, if a fpeedy 
change do not prevent it. Oh ! call after the 
impenitent with the greateft importunity, and dili- 
gently purfue this great work of converting fouls, 
whatever elfc you leave undone 1 

II, The next part of ouf ttiinifterial work, ii 
for tlie building up thofe who are already converted. 
And here our work is various, according to th6 
various conditions of luch. 

J. Many of our flock arc young and weak ; 
though of long fl:anding, yet of fmall proficiency or - 
ftrength. 

Indeed 
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S3. 



Indeed this is the mod common condition of the 
godly : raoft of them flop at very low degrees of 
grace ; and it is no eafy thing to get them higher. 
To bring them to higher and (IriSer opinions^ is 
eafy enough ; but to increafe their knowledge and 
gifts, is not eafy ; and to increafe their graces is 
the hardeft of all. 

A ftate of weaknefs in grace is of very bad con- 
fequence. It abates confolation and delight in 
God^ and makes perfons lefs ferviceable to God 
and man. They diihonour the gofpel, they do 
but little good to any about them, or to themfelves. 
And as they live to but little profit, they are un- 
willing, and too unfit, to die. How diligent then 
(hould minifters be to cherifli and increafe th« 
graces of God's people ! 't'he ftrength of chriilianb 
is the honour of the church. When men are in- 
flamed with the love, of God ; live by a lively ope- 
rative faith ; fet light by the profits and honours of 
the world; love one another with a pure heart 
fervently ; can bear, and heartily forgive a wrong ; 
fufFer joyfully for the caufe of Chriil ; walk in- 
oifenfively in the world ^ (ludy to do good,, willihg 
to be the fervants of all for this end ; becoming alt 
things to all men that they may win tkem ; yet 
•b/laining from the appearance of evil ^ and fea-r 
fpning all their aSiam witli a fwcet mixture of 
prudence, humility,, zeal, and heavenly fpiritoality ; 
O what an hoaour are they to tbeic profefTian^f 
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what ornaments to the church ! how excellently 
ferviceable to God and man ! The world would 
fooner believe that the gofpel is indeed a work of 
truth and power, if they could fee more of thefc 
cfFe£ls of it upon the hearts and lives of men. 
They are better able to read the nature of a man's 
religion in his life than in the Bible. Thofe that 

* obey not the word, may be won by the conver- 

* fation' of fuch as thefe. It is therefore a necef- 
fary part of our work, to labour after the polilhing 
and * perfefting of the faints,' that they may be 
ftrong in the Lord, and fitted for their mailer's 
ufe. 

2. Another fort of converts, who need our 
afliuance, are fuch as labour uilder fome particular 
diftemper, or fuch as are often overcome by fomc 
particular luft, wjiich keeps their graces under, 
and makes them temptations or troubles to others, 
and burdens to themfelve?. 

Alas{ there are too many fuch perfons as thefe. 
Some are efpecially addided to pride ; fome to 
worldlinefs ; fome to this or that fenfual defire ; 
and many to fudden anger or violent paffions.-— 
Now it is our duty to give our afliftance to all 
thefe. We fliould labour, by diffuafions and clear 
difcoveries of the odioufnefs of their fin, and by 
fuitable directions about the way of remedy, to 
help them to a fuller conqueft of their corruptions* 
We are the leaders of Chrift's army againft the 

powers 
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powers of darknefs, and we muft refift all. the 
works of darknefsi wherever we find them, though 
it be in the. children of light. We muft be no 
more tender of the fins of the godly, than of the 
ungodly ; nor ought wq any more to befriend or 
favour them. In proportion as we love their per- 
fons above others, (hould we exprefs it, by op* 

pofing their fins. We muft expedl to meet 

with fome tenddr perfons among them (efpccially 
when iniquity has got to any head, and many have 
Indulged it) who will be as pettifh, and as impatient 
of reproof, as fome worfe . men ; nay they will 
intereft piety itfelf with their faults, and fay that 
a minifter who preaches againft them, preaches 
againft the godly. But the fervants of Chrift muft 
do their duty, notwithftanding men's peeviihnefs^ 
and muft not fo far * hate their brother,' as to for- 
bear the plain rebuking pf him, and * fuffer fin ta 

* lie upon his foul.' 

3. A third fort of perfons who require our re* 
gard, are declining chriftians, who have either 
fallen into fome fcandalous fin, or have abated 
their zeal and diligence, and difcover that they have 

* loft their former love.' 

As the cafe of backfliders is very (ad, our dili- 
gence muft be great for their recovery. It is fad 
to themfelves, to have loft fo much of their life 
and peace and ufefulnefs ; and to have become C3 
ferviceable to Satan and his caufe. It is fad to. u^, 
D5 ta 
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to fee that all our labour is come to this ; — ^that 
when we have taken fo much pains with men, and 
have entertained fuch hopes concerning them, all 
ihould be fo far fruftrated. It is faddeft of all to 
think that GO0 fhould be fo abufed by thofe whom 
. he hath fo loved, and for whom he has done fo ^ 
much ; that the enemy fhould have obt;airted fuch 
an advantage over their graces ; and that Christ 
Ihould be fo * wounded in the honfe of his friends ;* 
—that the name of God fliould be evil fpoken of 
through them, and that thofe who fear him fhould 
be reproached for their fakes.— Befides, the con-* 
dhion of futh perfons is deplorable, as a partial 
backfliding has a tendency towards a total apoftacy, 
and would end in it, if fpecial grace ^ere not to 
prevent. The worfe the condition of fuch chriflians 
is, the more lies upon us for their efFeftual reco- 
tery. We fhould ' reftore thofe that are over- 
• taken with a fauh, in the fpirit of meeknefs ;* 
and yet fee to it, that the' fore be thoroughly 
fearched and healed, what pain foever it coft. We 
Ihould efpecially look to the honour of the gofpel, 
and fee that fuch perfons rife by fuch free and full 
confeffions, and by fuch expreffions of true re- 
jpentance, that fome reparation may be made to 
the church and their holy profeflion, for the wound 
of difhonour they had given both, by their fin. 
Much fkill is required to the reftoring of fuch 
Touls. 

4. Our 
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4* Our aflt (lance is alfo neceflary iox Aich 
of our people as have fallen vnder fome great 

TEMPTATION, 

Every minifter therefore, ihould have much inr 
fight into Satan's wiles. We, of all perfons, (hould 
* not be ignorant of bis devices.' We ihould 
acquainted with the great variety of them ; with- 
the cunning craft of his inAruments, * who lie in 
^ wait to deceive/ and with all the method& ufed 
iy the grand deceiver. — Some of our jpeople He: 
under temptaitions to error ; efpecially the youngs, 
unfettledy. the felf-conceited, and fuch as are. 
mod convexfant with feducers,. Young, raw, ua- 
grounded cbriftians, are commonly of their mind: 
who have mod intereft in their edeem, and moft 
iopgonunity of familiar converfation to^draw tl^m 
into their way. And as they aie tinder, erroneous^ 
perfons^ want not the fparks of zeal to fet thenLOfH 
fire. A zeal for error and opinions of our own. is; 
natural ; it is eafily kindled and kept alive ; though^ 
iX is fsur otherwife with a fpiritual zeal fwr God.. 
Hpw much prudence and Induftry then is neceilki-y 
for a pador,,to preferve^ the flock from, being coii- 
rupted with noxious conceits ; and efpecially fucbs 
as lie under peculiat temptations to them,. 

Others are. under temptations to worluly-mihd"-- 
cdnefs ; others to intemperance ; others to lud^ 
Some to one fin, and fome to another, A taithful' 
jjaftpr. therefore^ Ihould have his eye ugon all hia; 

D6. Upckj: 
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flock ; (hould labour to be acquainted with their 
natural difpofitions ; with their bufinefs in the 
world ; with the company they live in, or are moft 
converfant with ; ' that fo he may know where 
4heir temptations lie, and endeavour fpeedily, pru- 
dently, and diligently to help them, both by his 
public preaching and private difcourfe. 

5 . Another branch of our minifterial work, is 
to COMFORT the difconfolate ; and to fettle the 
peace of our people's fouls, on fure- and lading 
grounds. To which e;*d, the quality of their 
complaints, and the courfe of their lives had need 
•to be known; for all perfons muft, not have 
the fame confolations, who have the fame com- 
plaints*. 

6. Strong and lively Chriftians alfo have peed 
of our afliflance ; partly to prevent their tempta- 
tions and declenflons, or to preferve the grace they 
have ; partly to help them to a further progrefs 
and increafe ; and partly to dire£l them in the im- 
provement of their graces for the fervice of Chrift 
and the afliftance of their brethren : as alfo to 
encourage them (cfpecially the aged, the tempted^ 
and the afHiiled) to perfeverve, that they * may 
* receive their crown.* 

* The author's reafon for his brevity on this head, was^that 
he had particularly treated of it in his other works, (fee Vol.1., 
p. 9.%^ 477, and his Dire&ions for Jpiritml Comfort, Vol. II, 
p. 846}. He refers alfo to other authors, particularly to Bd^^ 
toies hfiru&msfor right QnrforHng* 

III. Thof 
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III. Thofe whofe charaSers are doubtful 
are alfo to be regarded both in odf public and pri- 
vate difcourfes. * 

There are fome of our flock who^ by a profeiTed 
-willingnefs to iearn and obey, make it probable that 
they may have true repentance and faith, who yet, 
by their ignorance or lukewarmnefs, or by fome 
uneven walking, will occafion us fears as great as 
our hopes, %x greater, with regard to their prefent 
fafety. We may fee occafion to doubt the v^orft, 
.though we have not ground to charge them with 
being unconverted and impenitent perfons. I think 
that half who come to me are of this fort, among 
vtrhom I almoll dare pronounce ten to one to be 
unregenerate. It may put fome younger miniilers 
to a difficuly to know what they fliould do with 
this fort of people, where they h^ve no fuflicient 
ground to pronounce them godly or ungodly^ what* 

,ever their fears or hopes may be. 

I would advife you to be very cautious how 

.you pafs too hafly or abfolute cenfures on any 
that you have to do with ; bec^ufe it is not an 
cafy matter to difcern that a man is certainly 
gracelefs, who prefeifes to be a chriftian. Befides, 
we may difcharge our duty with regard to fuch 

. perfons, without an abfolute cpnclufion concerning 
their real chara£ters. With regard to fuch tet the 
following hints fuffice. 

Keep 
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Keep them clofe to the ^fe of puhHc and private 
means. — - Be olten with the lukewarm andi 
carelefs, to admonifh and awaken them : for thit* 
purpofe take the opportunity of ficknefs^ which 
will hcfw their hearts afid opea their cars.— -See 
that they fpend the lord's day, and order their 
families, aright. — Draw them off from the temp-r 
tations to, and occafions of fin.«<-» Charge them 
to come to you for help when their minds are 
diftrefled, to open to you their temptations and 
idangers before they are fwallowed up by tliem.— 
\n your preaching, and your difcourfe with them,, 
ftrike at the great radical fins ; felf-feeking, car-- 
nality, fenfuality, pride, worldly-mindednefs, infi- 
delity, &c. — Prefs them to read the fcriptures, and 
0ther good books ; and dired): them to fuch as are: 
mod likely to awaken them. — Engage their godly 
neighbour to have an eye over then^i. — Keep up, 
difcipline io the church to awe them.— But efpe- 
cially maintain the life of grace in your own fouls,, 
diat it may fo appear to them in all your formons,. 
(That every one who comes cold to the aifembly, 
may have his mind properly affeded before he: 
departs. 

[There is another fort of men, whom yoxx will: 
^ prdbably meet with, in regsird to whom it may not 
te improper here to add a few hints of advicf^. 
«amdy,l 
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IV. Opinionated perfons ; being tainttd 
with pride and fclf-conceit, are more ready u» 
teach, than to be taught ; — who rather than receive 
inftru&ion from you, will quarrel with you, as 
ignorant and erroneous. 

The prefervation of the unity and peace of your 
congregations^ very much depends on your right 
dealing with fuch perfons as thefc. To cure them 
of their conceits, afid to prevent others being in- 
fe<Jled with them, take thefe directions. 

1. If any fuch perfon fhould fall in your way in 
any of your private conferences with your people, 
And by his impertinence fhould ftrive to divert you 
from better difcourfe, tell him that the meeting 
was appointed for another ufe, and that you think 

• it improper to pervert it from that. However let 
him know, that you do not fay this to avoid any 
trial of the truth, but that you will, at any other 
time, give him fatisfadion, or receive inftrudion 
from him. 

2. When you meet him with fuch an intent, 
aik him fuch queflions as appear to be of great 
importance, but take care to throw, fome difficulty 
in his way, and be fure to put him moftly upon 
defining or di|linguifhing. If he difcover his 
ignorance in the cafe propofed, endeavour to hum- 
ble him under a fenfe of his pride and prefumption, 
in going about with a teaching, contentious bcha* 

viour. 
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viour, while he is fo ignorant in things of fuch 
great moment. At the fame time, fee to it that 
you be able to give him information with regard to 
thofe points, wherein you find him ignorant. 

3. Take care to difcern the fpirit of the man. 
If he be k fettled perverfe fchifmatic, c[uite 
tranfported with pride, humble him as much as 
you can before other perfon^. But i£ you find him 
godly, and there is hope of his refloration, only do 
this in a private manner.. Do not let fall any 
bitter words that would tend to his difparagement« 
We mufl always be as tender of the reputation of 
good men, as our fidelity to them and the truth 
will permit. We muft * reftore fuch with the 
* fpirit of meeknefs.' There is little hope of doing 
them any good, if you once exafperate them, and > 
difafFedl: them towards you. 

4. If you come to debate any ccmtroverfy with 
fuch perfons, tell them that feeing they think them- 
felves able to teach you, it is your defire to learn. 
When they have fpqken their minds in their difta- 
torial manner, let them knaw, that they have faid 
nothing new to you ; that you had confidered of it 
all before, and that if you had feen divine evidence 
^ for it, you had received it long ago : that you are 

truly willing to receive all truth, but that you 
.have far better evidence for the doftrines you have 
^embraced than they have for the contrary. If 

they defue to bear what your evidence is, tell them, 

that ' 
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that if they will hear as learners y with impartiality 
and humility, freely entertaining the truth, you 
will communicate your evidence to them in the 
bcft manner you can.— When you have brought 
any one to this, ihew him your reafons againft the 
grofleft imperfedions of his own difcourfe, and 
then give him a few of the cleared texts of fcrip- 
ture in fupport of your fentiments. When you 
have done, lend him fome Book that beft defends 
the truth in queftion ; defire him to perufe it care« 
fully, and to bring you a fober folid anfwer to it 
if^ after the perufal, he judge it to be unfound. 
And if you can, fallen fome one of the mod 
ftriking evidences on him before you leave him. 
If he refufe to read the book, endeavour to con- 
vince him of his unfaithfulnefs to the truth and to 
his own foul. 

But above all, before you part, fum up thd 
truths wherein you are both agreed. Alk fuch a 
perfon whether he fuppofe that you may obtain 
falvation if you live according to your own faith } 
And if he will allow that you may, whether they 
who are fo far agreed (hould not live in love and 
peace, as children of the fame God, and heirs of* 
the fame kingdom? Whether, notwithftanding 
your fmaller difference, you are not bound to hold 
communion in public worihip and church relation, 
and to walk together in the fear of God ? And 

whether 
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whethet it be not fchifm to feparate for the fako 
of fo fmall a difagreement. 

5. In order to preferve the church from fuch 
an infection it is defirable, that the minifter be fo 
far fuperior to the people, as to be able to teach 
them, and keep them in awe, and manifeft their 

weakneffes to themfelves and others. ^The truth 

is (a truth which cannot be hid) it is much owing 
to the weaknefs of minifters, that our poor people 
run into fo many fa£tions« When a proud feducer 
has a nimble tongue, and a minifter is fo dull or 
ignorant as to be confounded by him in company, 
it brings him into contempt, and overthrows the 
weak, who judge his to be the beft caufc, that 
talks in the moft confident, plaufible, and tri- 
umphant manner. 

6. Endeavour frequently and thoroughly to poG 
fcfs your people's minds with the nature, ncceffity, 
and daily ufe of the great unqueftionable principles 
of religion, and of the great fm and danger of a 
perverfe zeal about the lower points ; efpecially 
before the greater are well under flood. Convince 
them of the obligations w« are all under, to maior* ^ 
tain the unity and peace of the church. 

^ If any fmall, but hurtful, controverfy ihould 
arife, in order to divert them from it, do you raife a 
greater yourfelf ; which you have better advantage 
to manage, and which is not likely to make a di*- 
vifion. Let contentious perfons know that there 

arc 
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are greater difficulties than theirs, firft to be re- 
folved. Go arid converfe with the p^rfons whom 
you perceive to be affeAed with any noxious con- 
ceits, as foon as poffible. When a fire is kindling, 
refill it in the beginning, and make not light of the 
fmallefl fpark. 

7. Preach to fuch auditors as thefe, fome higher 
points of dodrine, [about which they need in- 
formation.] Feed them not always * with milk,' 
but fometimes with • ftrong meat for it exceed- 
ingly puffs them up with pride, when they hear 
nothing from minifters, but what they already 
know, and can fay themfelves. This it is that 
make's them think themfelves as wife as you, and 
as fit to be teachers, and it is this that bath fet fo 
many of them on preaching : for they believe 
that you know no more than you preach. — How- 
ever, do not negled the great fundamentals of rcli* 
gion, nor wrong other perfons for their fakes. 

8. Be fure to preach as little as poflible againft 
fuch perfons as thefe. Never in a dirc£t manner 
oppofe their fcft by name, or any reproachful titles ; 
for fuch people are ordinarily very tender, proud, 
paffionate, and rafh ; fo that they will but hate you, 
and fly from you as an enemy, and fay that you 
rail at them. Without mentioning theffif lay the 
grounds clearly and foundly, which muft fubvert 
their errors. If you are obliged at any time to 
deal with them direftly, handle the controverfy 

thoroughly, 
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thoroughly, peaceably, and convincingly. Be not 
however, l<]||g upon it ; do not faf all that can be 
faid ; but choofe that which they can have the 
lead pretence to quarrel with, and omit what 
would require more trouble to defend. 

9. Keep up private meetings, and draw thefe 
perfons in among you: manage them prudently, 
and by this means you may keep them from fuch 
meetings among themfelves as will promote divi- 
fions. Profeflbrs vcxry commonly will have private 
meetings ; which, if well conduced, are of great 
ufe to their edification ; but if not, will be of bad 
confequence. 

In the management of them for thp prefent 
purpofe^ obferve the following rules. Be fure that 
you giv^ a conftant attendance. Let not the 
exercifes of the meeting be fuch as encourage 
private men's oftentation of their gifts, but fuch 
as tend to the edification of the people. Do not 
let private men preach or expound fcripture ; nor 
let every one fpeak to queftions of his own pro* 
pofing. Repeat [the fubftance of] the fermons 
you have preached ; call upon God in prayer, )SLnd 
fing his praife. Yet jet there be fome opportunity 
for the people to fpeak. When you have done 
xepeating, give them liberty to propofe any diffi- 
culties they want to have refolved, fefpeding the 
fubjeft in hand, or any other. If you perceive 
gny of them bent upon the exercife of their abilities 

for 
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for oftentatioiiy* be not too fevere upon them, but 
mildly let them know^ that it is for their good, 
and the edification of the church, that you oppofe 
it. However, 

lo. Make ufe of your people's gifts to the ut- 
termoft, as your helpers, in their proper places, 
in an ordinary way, and under your guidance. 
This may prevent them from ufing them in a dif- 
orderly way, in oppoiition to you. It has been a 
great caufe of fchifm, that minifters have con- 
temptuoufly refufed to make ufe of private men's 
talents for their aififtance, and thruft them too far 
from holy things. The good work is likely to go 
on but poorly, if none but minifters are employed 
in it. By a prudent improvement of the gifts of 
the more able Chriftians (none of which God gave 
. to be buried) we may receive much help from them. 
For inftance : 

Urge them to be diligent in teaching, cate*- 
chizing, and praying with their own families. 
Recommend it to them to ftep out now and then, 
to their ignorant neighbours, to catechize and in- 
ftrufl: them, in meeknefs and patience. Defire 
them to go often to impenitent and fcandalous Tin- 
ners, and to endeavour, with all poffible (kill and 
carneftnefs, yet alfo with love and patience, to 
reform them, to convert, and fave their fouls. > 
Acquaint them with their duty of watching over 
each other in brotherly-love j of admonifliing 

and 
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and exhorting one another daily. If any of 
them walk diforderly, to reprove them, and if 
they prevail not, ' to tell the officers of* the 
church,' that they may be further dealt with, as 
Chrift has appointed. — At your private meetings 
employ them in prayer. In fome cafes, fend them 
to vifit particular perfons in your ftead, when you 
are prevented from going. Let fome of them be 
chofen to reprefent, and be agents for the church, 
in affairs of importance relating to it. Let fuch 
as are fit, be made fubfervient officers, I mean 
Deacons y that they may afford you help in a regular 
way ; and then they will difcern themfelves obliged^ 
by their relation, to maintain the unity of the 
church, and the authority of the miniftry. But 
be fare that they be men competently qualified for 
the office. 

I am perfifaded, if miniflers had thus ufed the 
abilities of their ableft members, they might have 
prevented much of the divifion, diftra£lion, and 
apoftacy, that have befallen us ; for they would 
then have found work enough upon their hands, 
for higher parts than theirs, without invading the 
miniftry ; and would have feen caufe to bewail the 
inequality of their abilities to the work which 
belonged to them. Experience would have con- 
vinced and humbled them more than our words 
will do. 

11. StiU 
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ii« Still keep up ctiriftian love and familUrity 
even with thofe that have begun to warp and make 
divifions : lofe not your intereft in them while you 
have any thoughts of attempting their recovery. 

If .they withdraw into feparate meetings^ follow 
them, and enter into a mild debate as to the law*, 
fulnefs of it. Tell them that you have a mind to 
hear what they have to fay> and to be among, them 
for their good, if they will give you leave, for 
fear they fhould run to further evil. You will 
thereby prevent much reviling, and the venting of 
further errors, and by a moderate gentle oppofition 
of them, may in time, convince them of their 
folly : and by this means, if any feducers come 
from abroad to confirm them, you will be ready to 
oppofe them, and fo you will at leafl do much to 
prevent the increafe of their party. 

Minifters themfelves have occafioned many of 
the divifions in England, by contemning thofe that 
have withdrawn into feparate meetings ; by talking 
againft them, and by reproving them in the pulpit, 
while they have been entire ftrangers to them, or 
have fliunned their company ; and in the mean 
time have given feducers an opportunity to be 
familiar with them, and to do what they pleafed 
with them withuut contradiftion. — Oh that mi- 
niftershad been lefs guilty of the errors and fchifms 
that they talk againft ! But it is eafier to chide 
fcdlaries in the pulpit, and fubfcribc a teftimony 

againft 
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tgainft them, than to play the Ikilful phyfician for 
their cure, or to do the tenth part of our duty to 
prevent or heal their diforders. I am not finding 
fault with prqdcnt repfchenfions of them in pub- 
lic ; but I think too many of us have caufe to fear, 
left we do but publickly proclaim our own (hamcy 
by our negligence or weaknefs ; and left, in con- 
demning and teftifying againft them, we teftify 
againft arid condemn ourfelves. 

12. In order to preferve your church from di- 
vilions, and to keep your people from running after 
irregular, libertine preachers, be fure that you 
never let thefe authors of fchifm out-do you in any 
thing that is good. 

As truth (hould be more eiFedual for iandifica- 
,tion than error, if you give them this advantage, 
you give them the day, and all your difputatiqns 
will do but little good. Weak people judge all 
by the outward appearance and by the efFefis, not 
being able to judge of the dofirine itfelf. They 
think he has the beft caufe, whom they take to be 
the beft man. I extend this rule both to dodtrine 
and to life. e. g. If a libertine preach Free^grace^ 
do you preach it up more effeiSiually than he : be 
much upon it, and make it more glorious, on right 
grounds, than he can do on his wrong. If on the 
like pretence he magnify the grace of Lovey do 
not contradia him in the affirmative, only in the 
negative and deftruftivc part ; but go beyond him, 

and 
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and preach up the Love of God, ^ith its motives 
and eiFeds, more fully and eiFe&uaUy than he can 
dd, on the corrupt grounds on which he proceeds ; 
or elfe you Will make all the iilly people believe, 
that the difference between you and him is, that 
he is for Free-grace, and for the Love of God, and 
that you are againft both« So if an enthuflaft 
talks of the Holy Ghoft, as the light and witnefs 
and law within us, do you fall upon that fubjed: 
too, and do that well which he does ill. Preach 
up the office of the Holy Spirit ; his indwelling 
and operations ; the light and teftimony and law 
within us, better than he does. — You muft dwell 
upon thefe things in your preaching, as well as he ; 
for the people will take no notice of a fhort con- 
ceffion. I might mention many more indances to 
this purpofe, but thefe will be fufficient to ihew 
what I mean : the fum of which is, that preaching 
TRUTH is the moft fuccefsful way of confuting 
error. Further, 

We ihould be careful that feducers do not ex- 
cel us in the Pradice of religious duties, any more 
than in defending any facred truths. — Do any of 
them exprefs a hatred of fin, and a defire of 
church-reformation ? We fliould much more. Do 
they, when they meet together, fpend their time in 
religious difcourfe, inftead of vain jangling } Let 
us do fo much more. Are they unwearied in pro- 
pagating their opinions? Let us be much more 
diligent in propagating the truth. Will they con« 

£ dtfcend 
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defcend to the meaneft, and creep into houfes 
to lead captive the fillieft of the flock ? Let us 
ftoop as low, and be as diligent to do them 
good. Are they loving to their party, and con^ 
tcmners of the world ? Let us be lovers of all : 
cfpecially of all the faints. Let us * do good to 

* all, efpecially to thofe of the houfehold of faith/ 
Let us love an enemy as well as they can do a 
friend. Let us be more juft than they ; more 
merciful than they ; more humble, meek, and pa- 
tient than they ; * for this Is the vvill of God, that 

* by well-doing, we put to filence the ignorance of 

* foolifh men.' — There is no virtue wherein your 
example will do more to abate men's prejudices, 
than humility, meeknefs, and felf-denial. Forgive 
injuries, and * be not overcome of evil, but over- 

* come evil with good.' Imitate our blefled Lord, 

* who when he was reviled, reviled not again.' 
Take not up carnal weapons againft your enemies, 
but overcome them with kindnefs, patience, and 
gentlenefs. If you believe that Christ was more 
imitable than Csefar or Alexander, and that it is 
more glorious to be a chriftian than, a conqueror, 
or to be a man than a beaft, contend with charity 
and not with violence. If we thus excel thefe 
men in a holy, harmlefs, righteous, merciful, fruit- 
ful, and heavenly life, as well as in foundnefs of 
doftrine, * by our fruits we fliall be known ^' and 
the weaker fort of people will fee the truth, in this 
refledion of it, who cannot fee it in itfelf. Then 

' our 



Digitized by 



Cliap. IV. OfCaUchtfing. 



75 



our * light will fo fliine before men, that they may 
be led to glorify our father who is in heaven and 
even * they that obey not the word, may, without 
* the word, be won by the converfation' of their 
teachers. — Oh how happy had England been; 
how happy had all the churches been, if the mi* 
nifters of the gofpel had taken thefe courfes*! thi» 
would have done more againft error and fchifm, 
than all our exclaiming againft them hath done, or 
than all the force of the magiftrate can do. 



CHAP, IV. 

Of Catechising*: with peculiar Direefions in 
reference to it, 

FOR the better management of this work, the 
following diredions may be of fervice : — ^they 
are of two kinds, viz. for bringing your people to 
comply with your defign, — and for executing it in 
the moft acceptable and ufeful manner. 

* By CatecAifing, the author meant, not only* hearing perfoni 
repeat, and expounding to them, a form of toords^ containing 
tlie principles of religion; bat propofing to them familiar 
^ueflionsy in order to judge of their knowledge and difpofitiont, 
fo at to be the more capable of giving them fuitable in(lruc«- 
tions and admonitions. And this method be recommends not 
only with refpe^ to children, but thofe who arc come to years 
of maturity. 

E« I. In 
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J« In order to bring your people to comply 
with this method of inftrudlion, it will be a matter 
of vaft importance to behave yourfelves, through 
the main courfe of your miniftry, in fuch a manner 
as may convince them of your ability, and your 
unfeigned love to them. When people are fatisfied 
that a minifter is qualified for his work, and intends 
no private ends of his own, but merely their good, 
they will more reaidily (loop to his advice^ and be 
perfuaded by him, 

Suppofmg this general preparation, the next 
thing to be done is, to convince your people of the 
benefit and neceflity of this method of inftruftion, 
for the good of their fouls.— In order to this, it 
may be proper to preach fome plain and ferious 
fcrmons, to fliew the benefit and neceflity of an 
acquaintance with divine truths in general, parti* 
cularly the great principles of religion ; and that 
perfpns advanced in life have equal need to be 
intruded in them with others, and in fome 
refpeds greater. — Make them underfland that this 
is not an arbitrary bufinefs of your deviling or 
impofing, but that neceflity is laid upon you to 
look to every member of your flock, according to 
your ability, and that if you negleil to do it, they 
may ' perifh in their iniquities, and their blood be 
< required at your hands/ 

When 
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When this is done, furnifli every fetnily that 
needs it with a catechifm, or fee that they furnilh 
themfelves. Take a catalogue of the names of all 
thofe whom you intend thus to inftru£l^ that you 
may know whom to expeft, and who fail to give 
their attendance. — Deal very gently with them, 
and take off all diicouragements as efFe£tually as 
you can. Do not infift upon every perfon's com- 
mitting the catechifm to memory ; but, where they 
labour under peculiar difficulties, only exhort them 
to read it often, and get the fubftance of it into 
their minds and hearts. — If any perfdns will not 
fubmit to be thus inftrufted by you, go and expof- 
tulate with them ; know what their reafons are ; 
and convince them of the finfulnefs and danger of 
contemning the help that is offered them. — Souls 
are fo precious, that we ihould not lofe one for 
want of labour ; but fhould follow them whikj 
there is any hope, and not give them up as defpe- 
rate till there be no remedy *. 

IL Having 

* ** Ignorant foals (fays Mr. Gurnal) feel no fiich fmart as 
to put them upon inquiring for a phyfician. If the minifter 
ftay till they fend for him to inftruft them, he may fooner hear 
the bell go for them than any meflenger come for him. You 
mufi feek them out, and not cxpe£i that they will come to you. 
Thefe are a fort, of people that are more afraid of their remedy 
than their difeafe, and ftudy more to hide their ignorance than 
to have it cured. It (hould make us pity them the more becauf« 
they can pity themfelves fo little.— -It ii an unbappinefs to 
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1 1 . Having brought your people to comply with 
this kind of inftrudion, the next thing to be con- 
fidered is, how you fhould deal the moft effedlually 
with them in the work* 

And I mud fay that I think it \& a much eafler 
matter to compofe and preach a good fermon, than 
to deal rightly with an ignorant man for his inftruc- 
tion in the principles of religion. This work will 
try the abilities and tempers of minifter^ ; it Will 
ihew the difference between one man and another, 
more than pulpit-preaching can do. Good bifliop 
Usher obferves, As the laying of the foundatioQ 

ikillfully^ is a matter of the greateft importance 

in the whole building, fo it is the very mafter- 
" piece of the wifeft builder. Thus the apoftle 

Paul conceived of it when he faid. According 
** to the grace of God given to mcy as a wife mafter 

builder^ I laid the foundation. The negleft of 
** this, is the fruft rating the whole work of the mi- 

niftry." — The diredions wliich I think ihould 
be obferved in the managing this work are the 
following. 

fome of us, who have to do with a muhitude, that we cannot 

.attend on them, as their needs require but let us look to it, 

that though we cannot do what we {hould, we be not wanting 
in what we may."— Gurna/'^ CArifitan Armour ^ p. 835, quoted 
by the author at the end of his preface. The whole paflage U 
worth reading. 

1. Wl^em 



Digitized by 



Chap. IV. for Catechijing;. » 79 



1. When yolJr people^ dne family or t^ott^ 
come to you, (which perhaps k will be beft for 
them to do*) begin your work with a fliort*pre- 
face to remove all difcouragements, and to prepare 
them for your inftruflions^ e^g. It may perhaps 
appear to fome of you (my friends) an uncommcJh 
and troublefome bufinefs, which I now put you 
upon : but I hope you will not think it needlefs. 
Had I thought fo, I (hould have faved you and 
myfelf this labour. But God has told me in his 
word, how great a thing it is to have the charge of 
fouls^ and that the blood of them that perifh will 
be required at the hands of fuch minifters as ilegledl 
them ; fo that my confcience will n6t fufFer me to 
be fo guilty of fuch a negledl, as I have been. 
The Lord only knows how long you and I may be 
together ; it therefore concerns me' to do what I 
can for your falvation, and my own, before I leave 
you and the world. . I hope you will be glad of 
help in fo needful a work, and not think much 

* Mr. Baxter, in his preface, tells us what was his 
method : *« At the delivery of the catechifms (fays he) I take 
a catalogue of all the perfons of underftanding in the pariih'; 
the clerk goes a week beforehand to jcvery family to tell them 
when to come:, e, g. One family at eight o*clock, the next at 
nine, the next at ten, &c.*' — It will generally be allowed that in 
the prefcnt day, there are few places in which this method 
would be pradicable. And moft will judge it far preferable, 
in every view, for a minifter to go from koufc to houfe. Ed. 

r i of. 
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of it that I put you to this troublei when even the 
trifles of the world cannot be gotten without much 
greater. 

2. In general, take each perfon alone, and 
difcourfe with him out of the hearing of the reft ; 
for fome do not like to be queftioned before others, 
and cannot anfwer you with freedom. However, 
let none be prefent but thofe of the fame family, 
or thofe with whom they are familiar. I find by 
experience that, in general, people will bear plain 
and clofe dealing about their fin, their mifery, and 
their duty, when you have them alone, better than 
when others are prefent. 

3. As for thofe that commit a catechifm to 
memory, it may be proper at the beginning of 
thefe exercifes, to take an account of what they 
liave learned, and to hear them repeat the anfwers 
to each queftion. 

4. When you form queftions of your own to 
propofe to them, be careful of the following things. 
— Let them be fuch as they may perceive to be of 
great importance, and of the neareft concernment 
to themfelyes : e, g. " What do you think be- 
comes of men when they die ? Do you believe 
that you have finned ? What doth fin deferve ? — 
What remedy hath God provided for faving finful 
and miferable fouls ? Hath any one fuffered for fin 
in our ftead ? Who are they that God will pardon ? 
What change muft be made on all that will be 

faved ? 
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faved ? And how is it made ? Where is our chief 
happinefs, and what muil our hearts be mod fet 
npon Take heed of aiking them any nice, 

doubtful, or difficult queftions. — Be very cautious. ^ 
how you put thetn upon definitions- or defcriptions :. 
fo contrive to bring the predicate into your quef- 
tions, that they may perceive what you mean^ 
e. g. " What is God ? Is he flelh and blood as 
wc are, or is he a fpirit V — Look not after words 
but things.; and often leave them to a bare^'/i, or 
no ; for there are many elderly and even godly 
people who cannot fpeak their minds in any 
tolerable expreffions. — If you find them at a lofs, 
and unable to anfwer you, do not drive them on 
too hard, or too long, left they (hould imagine 
that you only intend to puzzle and difgrace them. 
When you perceive them troubled that they cannot 
anfwer, take off their burden by anfwering the 
queftion yourfelf ; and then do it thoroughly and 
plainly, that they may underftand. it before you 
leave them. 

5. When you have done what you think necef- 
fary in trying their knowledge, proceed to inftru6l 
them further. This muft be done according to 
their feveral charaSers.. If the perfon be a pro- 
ifeflbr, fall upon fomething which you apprehend 
he moft needs : either explain fome do<3;rine,. or 
lay the foundation of fome duty which you have 
e^foa to think he negleSs, &c. If the. perfon be 
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gfofsly ignorant^ give him a plain familiar fum- 
mary of the chriftian religion ; for though he may 
have it in the catechifm^ a more familiar way of 
difcourfing upon it, may help him better to under- 
ftand it. If you perceive he does not underftand 
you, go over it again ; then a(k him whether he 
does or not ; and endeavour to leave it fixed in his 
memory. 

6. If you fufpe£l any to ungodly, whether 
thty be grofsly ignorant or not, make a prudent 
inquiry into their ftates. The leaft offenfive way 
of doing it will be, to take your occafion from fomd 
article in the catechifm which they have repeated : 
e. g. " Though I have no defire needlefsly to pry 
into the fecrets of any, yet becaufe it is the office 
of a minifter to give advice to bis people in the 
matters of falvation, and becaufe it is fo dangerous 
a thing to be miftaken, where life or death eternal 
are depending, I would entreat you to deal faith- 
fully, and tell me whether you ever found this 
great change upon your hearts ; whether you live 
in this or that fin ; or, whether you perform this 
or that duty, &c."— — Ifany fuch perfon tells you 
he hopes he is converted, (hew him, in the plaineft 
manner, what true converfion is ; then renew and 
enforce the inquiry. Alk him fuch queftions as 
thefe: " Can you truly fay, that all the known 
fins of your pad life are the grief of your heart J 
That you have felt yourfelf undone by them ? 

That 
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That you have gladly entertained the news of a 
Saviour, and have caft your foul upon Chrift alone 
for falvation ? — Can you fay from your heart that 
you hate the fins which you formerly loved, and 
that you now love that holy life for which once you 

had no relifli? I>o you live in the praftice of 

any known fin, or in the neglefl: of any known 
duty > — Is the main courfe and the bent of your 
whole life to pleafe God, and enjoy him for ever ?" 
—Mention particularly fome of thofe duties which, 
you moft fufpeft him to omit, and alk him whe- 
ther he performs them ; efpecially prayer, in the 
family, arid in fecret ; as alfo how he fpends the 
Lord's day ? 

7. If you diftepn an apparent probability thit 
the perfon is in an unconverted ftate, your next 
bufinefs is to labour, with all your fkill and power, 
to bring his heart to a fenfe of his condition, Ad^ 
drefs him in fome fuch manner as this.—** Truly 
friend, th6 Lord knows I have no mind to make 
your cafe worfe than it is, nor to occafion you any 
unneceflary fear or trouble ; but I fuppofe you 
would take me for an enemy, and not a faithful 
friend, if I fliould flatter you, and not tell yoa 
the truth. I much fear that you are yet a ft ranger 
to the new and divine life. If you were a chriftian 
indeed, you would not have lived in fuch a fin, 
&c. &c. Alas ! AVhat haye you been doing ? How- 
have you fpent your time, that you are fo ignorant, 
and fo unprepared for death if you ihould now be 
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called to it ? If you had died, in an unconverted 
flate, what had become of you, and where had 
you now been?" — Here be very earned; if you 
get not the heart you get nothing. That which 
does not afFedl is foon forgotten. 

Let this be followed with a practical exhortation 
concerning the nature and necefEty of clofing with 
Chrift, and the ufe of every proper means, fbr the 
time to come, to avoid former fins. Speak to them 
to this efFeS. — I am heartily forry to find you 
in fo fad a cafe, but (hould be more fo to leave you 
in it. Let me therefore entreat you, for the Lord's 
fake and for your own fake, to regard what I ihall 
fay to you. It is a great mercy that you was not 
cut off in your natural ftate ; that you have yet 
life and time ; efpecially that there is a fuflicient 
remedy provided for you in the blood of Ghrift. 
There is yet a poflibility of your being converted 
and faved. Let me then entreat you, not to reft in 
your prefent condition, fince, if you do, you muft 
perifh for ever. Think ferioufly of the vanity of 
the world ; the awful nature of eternity ; and the 
importance of religion. Without any delay, ac- 
cept of the falvation offered in the gofpel, and clofe 
with the Lord Jefus Chrift who offers it to you. 
Refolve immediately againft your former fins, and 
be diligent in the uf^ of all God's appointed means^ 
till the great change of regeneration be wrought, 
Becaufe you cannot effedt this change yourfelf, 

betake 
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betake yourfelf daily to God in prayer, and beg of 
hiai to eiFed it, as well as pardon your (ins. Avoid 
carefully all temptations to fln and occaflons of it. 
Fosfake your evil companions, and join the com^- 
pany of them that fear God. Efpecially fpend the 
Lord's day in holy exercifes, both in public and 
in private. Lofe not any time, but efpecially, lofe 
not that moft precious time which God has given 
you to be intruded by him, and prepared for your 
latter end." — Be fure, if you can, to get a promife 
from fuch perfons that they will attend to your 
advice. A(k it folemnly ; reminding them of the 
prefence of God who hears their promifes^ and 
will require the performance. 

8. Through the whole of thefe exercifes, fee 
that your manner, as well as matter, be fuited to 
the end. Make a difference according to the dif- 
ference of the perfons you have to deal with. 
With the dull and obftinate, you muft be earneft 
and fevere: with the tender and timorous, you 
piuft mildly infift upon diredion and encourage* 
ment. With the young, you muft reprefent the 
fliame and evil of fenfual pleafures, and the ne- 
ceflity of mortification. With the aged, you muft 
difgrace the prefent world ; you muft reprefent 
the nearnefs of their change ; and the aggravatioiis 
of their fins, if they live and die impenitent* 
With your inferiors, you may be very free ; with 
your fuperiors and ciders, you muft fpeak with 

more 
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mope reverence. To the rich, the nature and ne- 
ceflity of felf- denial muft be opened : to the poor, 
we muft (hew the great riches of glory propofed to 
them In the gofpel. 

The evil and danger of thofe fins muft be inCfted 
on, to which each one's age, or fex, or tempera- 
ture of body, or emplbyment in the world, does 
moft incline them. Be as condefcending, familiar, 
and plain as polGble with thofe of the weakeft ca- 
pacities. Give them the fcripture proofs of all 
that you fay, to convince them that it is not you 
only, but God, by you, who fpeaks to them. Be 
ferious in all, but efpecially in your applications^ 
I fcarcely fear any thing more than left fome care- 
lefs minifters will hurry over this work fuperfici-* 
ally, and deftroy this, as they do all other duties^, 
by turning it into a mere formality ; propofing a, 
few cold queftions, and giving a few cold words of 
advice, without any life and feeling in themfelves, 
or any likelihood of producing any feeling in the 
hearers. But furely he that values foul^, and 
knows, what opportunity is before him, will aft 
accordingly. 

To this end, it will be of confiderable import-^ 
ance that both before, and in the work, we taktf 
great pains with our own hearts; efpecially to 
ftrengthen our belief of the truth of the gofpel, 
and the invifible glory and mifery which are to 
come. This work will greatly try* the ftrength of 

our 
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our faith. A fuperficial chriftian will feel his iatX 
quite fail him (efpecially when the duty is grown 
common) for want of a belief in the things he is 
treating of, to keep it alive. In the pulpit, frorti 
the prefs, and in public a6is, where there is room 
for oftentation, the hypocritical minifter will give 
you his beft ! but an affedled fervency and hypo-- 
critical ftage-*adion will not hold out long in fuch 
duties as thefe : they are other kind of men that 
muft effeSually perform them.— We fhould en* 
deavour to prepare ourfelves for this bufinefs par- 
ticularly by private Prayer. And, if the time will 
permit, it will be beft to begin and end thefe exer- 
cifes I am recommending with a fliort prayer with 
our people.— .Laftly; if God has given you ability, 
extend your charity to the poorer fort before they 
part from you, for their relief, and for the time 
that is thus taken from their labours ; efpecially 
for the encouragement -of thofe that make the bell 
proficiency. 

CHAP. V. 

Arguments far perjdnal InftruSfion^ particularly by 
familiar Catechijing. 

IT muft, indeed, be acknowledged that the me- 
thod of inftruftion which has been propofed is 
attended with many difficulties and difcourage- 
1 mcQts. 
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tpents. Many arife both from our people, and 
from ourfelves.— There is in us much dulnefs 
and lazinefs ; fo that it will not be eafy to bring us 
to be faithful in fo hard a work. We have alfo a 
bafe man-pleaflng difpofition, which will fuffef us^ 
to let men go quietly to hell, left we fbould lofe 
their refpeS. We are more ready to venture on 
the difpleafure of God, and their everlafling mifery^ 
than draw upon us their ill-will ; and are £b carnal 
that we dare not be faithful for fear of lofmg our 
income, or bringing ourfelves into difficulties* 
Many of us have a fooliih bafhfulnefs, which 
makes us backward to beg^n this great work. We 
are fo modeft, truly, that we blufli to fpeak for 
Chrift, or contradi£l the devil, or attempt to fave 
a foul ; while we are lefs afhamed of far more 
fliameful works. We are commonly too unfit for 
this bufmefs by reafon of our ^unlkilfulnefs : we 
know not, ajs we ought, how to deal with an ig- 
norant worldling for his falvation : how to get 
within him and win upon him ; nor how to fuit 
our addrefles to men's feveral' conditions and tem- 
pers. But the greateft impediment of all is, that 
we ourfelves are too weak in the faith, and feel 
too little of the power of religion upon our fouls. 
Our belief of divine truths and invifible things is fo 
feeble,, that it will hardly excite in us fo kind, re- 
folute, and conftant a zeal as is neceflary for this 
work. 

Befides. 
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Beddes thefe difficulties from ourfelves, we have 
too many to encounter from our people, !^any of 
them will fcorn to come to us to be taught, ima- 
gining they are too good to be catechifed, or too 
old to learn. Many are fo dull that they will 
keep away, as afliamed of their ignorance ; or, if 
they come, you will find it a hard matter to get 
them to underftand you \ and yet more difficult to 
work upon their Jiearts, fo as to produce a faring 
change ; which is our principal end, and without 
which our labour is almoft loft. — Oh what a rock 
is a carnal heart ! How ftrongly will it refift the 
moft powerful perfuafions, and with what uncon- 
cern will finners hear of everlafting life and death \ 
And even when you have made fome defirable im- 
preffions upon them, if you have not a fpecial care 
over them, their hearts will foon return to their 
former hardnefs, and their old companions and 
temptations will work off all again, Thefe are 
doubtlefs great difcouragements ; but in a neceflary 
work, they flibuld excite us to the greateft dili- 
gence. Confider: the benefits to be expeifled from 
it,— and the obligations we are under to perform it. 

I. Let us confider the benefits ^\)\c\i may rea- 
fonably be expedied from this method of private 
inftru£iion. 

1. It is attended with the moft excellent advan- 
tage' for informing the judgment, and changing tha 

will 
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will of the ignorant and ungodly. It will tend 
greatly to inform the underftanding, to have the 
fum of chriftianity in the memory. The bare 
words will be but of little advantage, yet when 
the words are plain Englifh^ he who has them by 
rote, is much more likely to kftow the truths con- 
tained in them than another. Such forms of found 
words (though fome deride all catechifms as un- 
profitable) may be of admirable ufe ; efpecially as 
we fhall have an opportunity, by perfonal con- 
verfe with thofe who have committed them to me-^ 
mory, to try how far they underftand them ; to 
explain to them what they do not underftand ; and 
to infift on thofe particulars which we apprehend 
each perfon has moft need to hear. 

In fome refpeds private inftruftion has the pre- 
ference to preaching* What other argument need 

- We 

• " Private, frequent, fpiritual conference ffaith Dr. /few- 
momt) between fellow-chriftians, btit efpecially between tKe 
Proibyter and thofe of hift chaise, i panicnlarly hi tlie difcufHon 
of every man's fpecial (ins, infirmities, and inclinations, may 
prove very ufeful and advantageous (in order to fpiritual direc- 
tions, reproof and comfort) to the making the man of God 
perfeft. And to tell the truth, if the pride and felf-conceit of 
fome, the careleffnefs of others, the bafiifuhiefs of a third 
fort, the naufeating and inftant fatiety of any good in a founh, 
if the follies of men and the artifices of Satan, had not put this 
.pra£iice quite out of faftiion among "us, there is no doubt but 
mote good might be done by miniftcrs this wayi than is now 

done 
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we than our own experience ? I feldom deal with 
men on this great b'ufinefs, in private ferious con- 
ference, but they go away with fome feeming 
convidlions, and promifes of new obedience ; and 
fometimes with a deep remorfe, and affefling 
fenfe of their condition. Yea, I have found (arid 
I doubt not but you have experienced the fame) 
that an ignorant fot, who for a long time had been 
an unprofitable hearer, has got more knowledge 
and remorfe of confcience, in half an hour's clofe 
converfation, than he did by ten years publte 
preaching. I know that is the moft excellent 
means, becaufe we therein Ipcak to many at once ; 
but this private way of preaching is ufually far 
more effedual^ "^for many reafons. e.g. We 
have the bell opportunity to imprint religious 
truths upon the heart, when we can fpeak to each 
onc*s particular neceffity, and can fay to the fin- 
ner, * Thou art the man ;* when we can mehtian 
his particular cafe; and addrefs him in regard to it 
with familiarj importunity. If any thing in thie 

done by any other means, even than by that of public prcacK- 
ing, which is now' almoft folely depended upon: it being, d» 
Quinttlian Tahh, (comparing public and private idftrodion of 
yoath) a mord likely way to fill narrow moutyd bottles (?iid 
fuch are the moft of us) to take, them (ingle in the hand, and 
pour v^tejr into them, than to fet them altogether, and throw 
ever fo much water upon thcm.'» Dr. Hammond on the pozMr 
cfthktyi. Ch, iv. ^ 104. ' . 

worW 



Digitized by 



9« Benefits of perfonal InJlruBi%n Part II, 

world is likely to do our people good, it is this. 
They will underftand a familiar fpeech, who hear 
a fermon as if it were nonfenfe. Befides, they 
have far greater advantage for the application of it 
to themfelves. By this means, you will hear their 
objedions, and know where Satan has the mod 
advantage over them, or what is it that refifts the 
truth J and fo may be the more able efFe£lually 
to convince them. We can here anfwer their 
pleas/ drive them to a (land, and urge them to dif- 
cover their refolutions for the future. — Again ; in 
private, we may fpeak in a much plainer manner 
than we can in public. The plaineft pj-eacher can 
hardly fpeak plain enough in the pulpit, to make 
the illiterate underftand him.. I have often, been 
furprifed to find how grofsly . igporant many ace 
who have been my hearers feveral years ; who are 
as unable to anfwer fome of the plaineft queftions 
as if they had never heard the goTpel in their lives. 
In public we cannot ufe fuch homely expreiTions, 
.nor fo many repetitions as their dulnefs requires ; 
but in private we may. In public our fpeeches are 
long : we quite over-run their underftandings and 
their memories \ fo that they are confounded and 
unable to follow us. One thing driven out another, 
fo that they know not what we have been fayifig : 
but in private we may tak« our work gradatiniy and 
take our hearers with us as we go. ' By their an- 
fwers to our queftions we may feq how far they go 
with us, and what we have next to do. In pub- 

Uc» 
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lie, by our fpeaking alone, we lofe their atten- 
tion ; but when they are interI(>cutors we can ea« 
fily caute them to attend, I conclude therefore, 
that public preaching will not be fufficient, nor 
cffedual for the converfion of fo many, as this me- 
thod. Long may you ftudy and preach to little 
purpofe, if you negleil private inftrudlion, 

2. This work, if wpU managed, will be the 
means of the mod orderly building up thofe that 
are converted, andeftablifhing them in the faith. 

It hazards the whole work, or at leaft very 
much hinders it, when we do it not in a proper 
order. How can you build if you do not lay a 
good foundation ? It is owing to the negled of 
this, that there are fo many deluded novices in re- 
ligion, and that fo many are labouring in vain ; 
' ftill learning, without coming to the knowledge 
* of the truth ;* like thofe that would read before 
they have learned the letters. This makes fo ma- 
ny fall away, or to be * fhaken by every wind of 
' doiSrine.' TheCe fundamentals are what muft 
lead men to further truths ; thefe they muft build 
upon ; thefe muft aduate all their graces, and 
animate all their duties ; thefe muft fortify them 
againft particular temptations. He that knows 
thefe well, knows as much as is heceflary to make 
him happy. He that knows thefe beft, is the moft 
underftanding chriftian. He that knows not thefe, 
knows nothing. The moft godly people, there- 
fore, 
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fore, in your congregation will find it worth their 
while to be thus inftruSed. If you would edify 
and well e(labli(h them, be diligent in this work. 

.3; Private inftruSion will tend to make our 
preaching better underftood and regarded- 

When you have acquainted perfons with the 
principles, they will more eafily perceive what you 
are aiming at ; it will prepare their miilds and open 
the way to their hearts ; whereas without this you 
may lofe the mod of your labour ; and the more 
pains you take in accurate preparations, the lefs 
good you will do. 

4. By this means you will become familiar with 
your people ; which is no inconfiderable advantage- 

The want of this is a great impediment to the 
fuccefs of our labours. By diftance ancj ftrange- 
nefs, abundance of miftakes between minifters and 
people are occafioned. Befides, familiarity tends 
to beget thofe affeftions which may open their ears 
to further teaching. When we are familiar with 
them they will be encouraged to ufe freedom in 
opening their doubts to us, for our refolution. But 
when a minifter knows not his people, or is as ftrange 
to them as if he did not, it muft be a great hinder- 
ance to his doing them a* y good. — By this fami- 
liarity we fliall be better acquainted with each per- 
fon's temper and fpiritual ftate, and fo (hall know 
better how to watch over them, how to preach 
to, and difcourfe with them y how to lament for, 

or 
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or rejoice over them ; and how to pray to God 

on their behalf. We fliall hereby be the better 

enabled to help them againft temptations, and pre- 
vent their falling into any hurtful errors ; of which 
tjiey are in great danger while their paftors are ftran. 
gers to them, and feducers are very familiar with 
them. — Once niore ; this familiarity with our peo- 
ple will better fatisfy us in the adminiftratlon of the 
Lord's fupper ; as we fliall hereby better know who 
are fit, and who are unfit for it. Whereas many 
will queftion a minifter, who examines his people in 
order to this ordinance, by what authority he does 
it, and will not fubmit to fuch an examination, the 
fame work will be done in fuch a courfc as this, in 
an unexceptionable manner. 

5. This method will better inform the people 
concerning the nature of the minifterial office, or 
awaken them to a better attention to it. 

It is common for men to think that our work is 
nothing more than to preach well, to baptize, ad- 
minifter the Lord's fupper, and vifit the fick ; they 
are therefore unwilling to fubmit to more ; and 
through a common negled, minifters are become 
fuch ftrangers to their own calling, that they think 
of doing nothing more. They have hundreds of 
people to whom they never fpoke a word perfon- 
ally for their falvation. Nay, the omiffion of per- 
fonal inftruftion is grown fo frequent, even among 
pious and able men, that the difgrace of it is aba- 

X ted. 
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ted, and a man may be guilty of it without any 
di (honour or obfervation, — Shew the world then, 
by your praflice, what the nature of our office is ; • 
and I hope that you will fee the time, when ne^ 
gleft of perfonal overfight will be taken for as fcan- 
dalous an omiffion, as preaching but one part of the 
day would now be efteemed.— In overthrowing the 
errors of Popery many have run into the contrary 
extreme ; left they fliould feem to favour auricular 
confeffion, they have negle&ed all perfonal in- 
ftru6lion» I am part doubt that the popifli auricu- 
lar confeffion is a finful novelty ; but I muft fay 
(though fome will think it ftrange) that our neglefl 
of perfonal inftrudlion is much worfe. Let us, by 
our pra£lice, Ihew carelefs minifters, as well as 
our people, the importance and neceffity of this 
duty. 

Further ; as this courfe will acquaint the people 
with our duty towards them, it will alfo inform 
them of theirs towards us ; and then they will be- 
more likely to difcharge it better. This I men- 
tion not for our own fakes only, but becaufe their 
falvation is much concerned in it. If they do not 
know what our office is, viz. that it is one great 
branch of it to admonifli and inftruft them with 
regard to their particular cafes, it is no wonder if 
they negleft to apply to us for our help, to their 
own prejudice. The matter is now come to this 
pafs, that if we exhort them to come for inftruc- 
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tion» or be^n to di&ourfe with them about their 
fouls, they queftion our authority, and lode upon 
us as proud, pragmatical perfons, who would bear 
rule over their confciences. They in general dif- 
cover no more wUdom nor gratitude, than if they 
w^re 10 quarrel with a perfon for quenching the 
fire when their houfes were burning ; or if, when 
one offeted to fave them from drowning, they 
(hould afk him by what authority he did it.— And 
what is it that has brought our people to this 
ignorance of their duty, but our negled of ours I 
Where it is the cuftom (as among the Papifts) 
they are willing to confefs all their fins to the 
prieft \ but among us they difdain to be queftioned 
or inftrufted, becaufe it is not the cuflom.— Let 
us then by our diligence in this work endeavour 
to make it become a common thing ; and thus we 
(hall facilita^te the minifterial fervice to the next 
generation. If we can but edablifh this cuflom, 
our fucceflbrs in the miniftry will reap the fruit of 
bur labours, as their work will be eafieV to them ; 
and thus we may be the means of faving many 
fouls in ages to come, as well as in the prefem*. 

* ^ Perhaps you vlu) find a people rude and ignorant (like 
fiones in the quarry, or trees unhewn) nay not bring the work 
to fuch perfcftion in your days as you defire. Yet, as David 
did for Solomon^ you may, by your pains in teaching and in- 
ftruaing, prepare materials for aaothcr who (hall rear the 
Temple. Gurnal^ ubi fupram 

F - 6. Ano- 
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6. Another coniiderable benefit of private in- 
ftrudion (efpeciaily by catechifms) is, that it will 
keep our people from much of that vanity, w^hich 
now poffefles their minds and takes up their time. 

When workmen are employed in their (hops, 
almoft all their talk is vanity ; and children are apt 
to learn foolifh fongs and idle ftories, and thus fill 
their minds with filth and rubbiih, which occafions 
them to lofe much time, and to be guilty of many 
idle thoughts and words. Now when they have a 
catechifm to learn, and know that they muft give 
an account of it, much of their time and thoughts 
will be better employed. It will particularly find 
them, and heads of families, profitable employment 
for the Lord's-Day. 

7. As the method of inftrudion I am recom- 
mending is, by fuppofition, very extenfive, w« 
have reafon to expe<% the moil extenfive benefits 
from it. 

It has a more ei^ellent defign, and therefore we 
may hope it will have more important e£Fe£ls, than 
our accidental (Conferences with here and there a 
particular perfoh. In iiich occafional difcourfes, I 
obferve minifters fatisfy themfelves to have fpoken 
fome few good words, but feldom fet themfelves, 
n fo plain and fo clofe a manner, to convince men 1 
of their fin and mifery, and their need of mercy, j 
as in this purpofely appointed work, v^e (hall have 
an opportunity of doing. 

In 
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In fliort, fo weighty and excellent is this duty, 
that the chief part of church-reformation is behind 
without it, and confifts in it. We are apt to look 
upon a reformation as what is to be wrought im- 
mediately by God, without confidering, that it is 
to be efFeSed by our means. But this we have no 
warrant to do : in order to it, we mud ufe our un- 
wearied endeavours, and particularly mud be dili- 
gent in catechifing and perfonal inftruSion; for 
this is likely to do more towards effeSIng fuch a 
reformation as we have long prayed and hoped for, 
than every other means Vithouf it. Brethren, all 
that our forefathers have been doing for the good 
of the church, and for a true reformation, for fo 
many years, was but to prepare the way for yoi* 
to come in and do the work. They have opened 
you the door, and at a great expence of labours 
and fufFerings, have removed many of your impe- 
diments. And will you now (land ftill or loiter ? 
God forbid! Have they fpent fo much time in 
fencing the vineyard, in weeding and pruning it, 
to make it ready for your handsj and will you now 
fail, who are fent to gather in the vintage ? In the 
name of God, take heed that you 4p ^ot fruftrate 
then labours, their prayers, and their hopes! 

8. The diligent profecution of this work will 
do fome good to minifters themfelves. 

It will be the beft cure for their idlenefs and lofs 
of time^ in unneceflary difcourfes, journies, or other 
F d recreations 
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recreations : and at the fame time, will cut off that 
fcandal which attends them. — Befides, it will tend 
to fubdue our own comiptions, to increafe our own 
graces, and confequently to procure much peace to 
our own confciences, and much comfort when our 
time and adions come to be reviewed. This con*. 
Aant employment of our minds and tongues againft 
fin, and in the caufe of Chrift and holinefs, will 
do much more towards habituating us to overcome 
our carnal inclinations, than all the aufterities of 
Monks and Hermits, who addid themfelves to un* 
profitable folitude, and ' hide their mailer's talents.' 
— Not to mention what an excellent means this 
will be, to take us, as well as our people, from 
vain coot rover fles, and difcourfes upon lefler mat- 
ters of religion, and thus to cure thofe unhappy 
contentions which too often prevail among our- 
felves. — Having thus confidered the advantages of 
perfonal inftruilion, I (hall now 

IL Point out the obligations minifiers are un- 
der to the praftice of it. 

1. The neceflity of this duty may be argued 
from the regard you owe to the glory of God in 
the fuller fuccefs of the gofpel. 

God is mod honoured and pleafed when moft 
fouls are faved ; for he hath fworn that * he hath 
* no pleafure in the death of a finuer, but had ra- 

• ther 
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* ther that he return and live/ How gladly then 
fliould you take this courfe which wiH moft efTcc- 
tuaUy promote this end !— O brethren ! if we could 
generally fet this work on foot in all the parifhes of 
England, and profecute it (kiifuUy and zealoufly, 
what a glory would it put upon the face of the 
nation, and what honour would redound to God 
thereby ! If our common ignorance were thus ba- 
niihedy and our vanity and idlenefs turned into th^ 
ftudy of the way of life, and every family employed 
in learning catechifms, and fpeaking of the word 
and works of God, what pleafure would God take 
m our cities and countries ! He would dwell in 
our habitations and make them his delight. If we 
increafe the number or ftrength of the faints, we 
thereby increafe the honour of the King of faints : 
Chrift will be honoured in the fruits of his blood- 
Aed. And the Spirit of grace will alfo be glorified 
in the fruit of his operations. And do not thefe 
ends require us to ufe the means with diligence ? 

2. I may urge this duty, from the general obli« 
gation we are all under to do good ; and from the 
regards we owe to the welfare of our people. 

Every chriftian is obliged to do all the good he 
can for the falvation of others ; but every minifter 
is doubly obliged, becaufe he is * feparated to the 

* gofpel* of Chrift, and is to * give himfelf up 

* wholly to that work.' It is needlefs to make 
any further queftion about our obligation, when 

F 3 we 
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we know in general that we are obliged to do all 
that is neceffary for the converfion and falvation of 
our people, and that this * work (as has been al- 
ready (hewn) is needful to thefe ends. Of thefe 
furely we cannot doubt : let us not then any longer 
neglcfl: fo reafonable and neceffary a duty. If the 
faving of fouls,— of your neighbours' fouls, — of 
many fouls, from everlafting mifery be worth your 
labour, up and be doing ! If you would be the fa- 
thers of many new-born unto God, if you would 
fee the travail of your fouls with comfort, and be. 
able to fay at laft, " Here am I and the children 
" that thou haft given me," be diligent, in this 
blefTed work. If it would rejoice you to prefent 
your converts * blamelefs and fpollefs to Chrift/ 
and to fee them among the faints in glory, praifing 
the Lamb before his throne, be glad of this Angular 
opportunity that is offered you. * What is your 

* hope and joy and crown of rejoicing?' Are not 
your faved people * in the prefence of Chrift Jefus 

* at his coming ? Yea doubtlefs they are your glory 

* and your joy.' If you are the minifters of Chrift 
indeed, you will long for * the perfeSing of his 

* body, and the gathering in of his eledl.' Your 
heart$ will be fet upon it, and you will * travail as 

* in birth for them till Chrift be formed in them 
and will take all favourable opportunities, as the 
fun-fliine days in a rainy harveft, in which it is 
iinreafonable and inexcufable to be-idle. Nay, if. 

you 
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you have but a.fpark of chriftian compaffionin you, 
it will appear worth your utmoll labour to * favc 
^ fouls from deatk and to cover a multitude of 
V fins/ 

; O remember when you are talking with the 

unconverted, that there is an opportunity in your 
hands to fave a foul ! to rejoice the angels in hea* 
ven! to rejoice Chrift himfelf! and to increafe 
the family of God ! There is not a finner whofe 
cafe you ihould not fo far compaffionate as to b« 
willing to relieve him at a much dearer rate than 
[by the labour here recommended.]— Can. you 
fee finners as the wounded man the way^ and 
unmercifully pafs by ? Can you hear them cry to 
you as the man of Macedonia to Paul in his vifion. 
Come and help us," and yet refufe your help ? 
Are you intrufted with an hofpital, where one 

* languifhes, and another groans, crying out, ^ Oh 
help me! pity me for the Lord's fake!'' and 
where a third is raging mad, and would dellroy 
himfelf and you, and yet will you dill fit idle 
If it be faid of hina that relieveth not men's bodies^ 
how much more juftly of him that will not relieve 
their fouls^ * Whofo feeth his brother have need, 
< and (hutteth up his bowels of compaflion from 
* him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?' 
You are not fuch hard-hearted men — fuch mon- 
fters, but you. will pity the naked, the imprifoned, 
or thofe that are tormented with grievous pain or 
F 4^ ficknefs 
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ficknefs : and will you not pity a hard-hearted 
iinner^ who mud be excluded the prefence of the 
Lord, (if a thorough, fpeedy repentance prevent it 
not) and lie under his remedilefs wrath ?— *What 
(hall I call the heart of that man who will not pity 
fuch a one ? The heart of m Infidel ! a heart of 
ftone ! a very rock or adamant ! Surely if he be* 
lieved the mifery of the impenitent, it virould bd 
impoffible for him not to pity them. Can yott 
tell men, in the pulpit, that they (hall certainly be 
damned except they repent, and yet have no pity on 
them when you have fo proclaimed their danger I 
And if .you do pity them, will you not do tfauft much 
for their falvation? 

What tf you heard finners cry after you in th6 
ftreets-^*' O fir I have pity on me, and aSbrd me 
your advice ! I am afraid of the everlafting wrath 
of God ! I know I muft fhortly leave this worlds 
«nd 1 fear left I fliould be miferable in the next 
What if they came to your ftudy door and cried-^ 
^* Oh pity us ! O help us, left vre (hould be tor- 
mented in the flames of hell*' — and would not leave 
you till you had told them how to efcape the wrath 
of God ; could you find in your hearts to drive 
them away without iadvice? I am confident you 
could not. Wh) fuch perfons, alas ! who do not 
thus cry for help, are the moft miferable. The 
hardened finner, who cares leaft for your advice, 
needs it moft. He that has not fo much lif^ as to 

feel 
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feel that he is dead, nor fo much light as to fee his 
danger, nor fo much fenfe as to pity himfelf, this 
k the man that is moft to be pitied. O how can 
you walk and talk and be merry with fuch people, 
when you know their cafe ? Methinks when you 
look them in the face, and think of their future 
mifery, you fhould break forth into tears> as the 
Prophet did when he looked upon Hazael, and 
then fall on with the mod importunate exhorta- 
tions ! When you come to vifit them in their lafl: 
ficknefs,. will it not wound your hearts to fee them 
veady to depart into mifery, without your having 
ever dealt {erioufly with them for, their recovery ? 
O then, for the LordV fake, and for the fake of : 
fljch poor fouls, have pity on them ! Beftir your- 
felves, and fpare no pains^ that may conduce to theit.^ 
(alvation. 

. 3. Our obligation- to this kind:of inftruftion ap- 
pears, both from fcripture. examples and precepts.. 
We have Chrift's own example, who u fed this 
interlocutory preaching both to his difciples and tOt 
the Jews and we have the examples of the Apo- 
dies who did the like. Indeed this- was their ordi-- 
nary way of preaching : and when they made a. 
fpeech of any length,, the people, and they dif- 
courfed. it out in the conclufion. Thus Peter 
preached, to the Jews ; (Ads ii.) and to Gornelius- 
and his friends ; (A£ls x.) Thus Philip preached to. 
the Eunuch ; (Ails ix.) and thus Paul preached ta^ 
E5.. the.. 
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the jailer; (Afts xvi.) Thus, as he. tells us, he 

* preached privately to thofe of reputation, left he 

* Ihould have run and laboured in. vain*'. That 
earneft charge of his to Timothy, no doubt, includes 
it : * I charge thee therefore before God and 
' the Lord Jefus Chrift, &c. preach the word, be- 
' inftant in feafon, and out of feafon; reprove,. 

* rebuke, exhort, with all long-fufiering and doc^ 

* trinet.' [Some other paflages to the fame pur- 
pofe were before quoted : vid. p. 40.} But I muft 
further tell you. 

4. This minifterial fidelity is neceflary to your, 
own welfare, as well as your people's. 

You can no more be faved without that fidelity 
which belongs to yeu as minifters, than your peo^ 
pie can without that which belongs to them as 
chriftians. If you care not for others, at leaft care 
for yourfelves. Oh ! what a dreadful thing is it to 
anfwer for the negleft of fuch a charge as ours ! 
What fin more heinous than the betraying of 
fouls ! That threatening (fo often referred to) is 
enough furely to make us tremble \ ^ If thou warn 

* not the wicked, &c. their blood will I require at 
^ thy hands.' I am afraid, nay, I am paft doubt, 
that the day is near, when unfaithful minifters will 
wifli they had never known their charge ; but that 
they had been employed in the meaneft occupa-* 
tions, inftead of being paftois of Chrift's flock ; 

• Gal. ii; fi. fa Tim. iv. 1, 2. 

when 
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when befides all the reft of their fins, they lhall 
have the blood of fo many fouls to anfwer for^ 
Oh brethren ! our death, as well.as our people's, is 
near at hand ; and certainly death is as terrible to an 
unfaithful paftor as to any. When we fee that we 
muft die> and there is no remedy ; that no wit^ 
nor learning, nor popular applaufe, can avert the 
ftroke or delay the time ; but that, whether will- 
ing or unwilling, our {buls muft be gone, into that 
world we never faw, where our perfons and worldly 
circumftances will not be refpeded — Oh ! then for 
a clear confcience, that can fay,. " 1 have not lived 
to myfelf, but to Chrift ; I fpared not my pains 
I hid not my talent ; I concealed not men's mifery,, 
nor the way of their recovery ; * I have fought a. 
' good.fight, I have finiftied my courfe, I have kept 
' the faith ; and henceforth there is laid up for me, 

* a crown of righteoufnefs !" Let us. then be dili- 
gent in doing good to others and to ourfelves, that, 
we may end our days with this glorious triumph. 
Let us take time while we may have it ; and < work 

while it is day^ fpr the night cometh wherein no 

* man can work.' If ypu would = prepare for a 
comfortable death, and a glorious reward, * gird 

* up the loins of your minds, and quit yourfelves. 
« like men.' If you would be * bleffed with thoft. 

that die in the Lord,' labour now, that you may 
reft from your labours' then ; and do fuch. works, 
svs you would wifli to * follow you,' 

E6 CHAP:. 
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CHAP. VL 

Of Church Dlfclpline*. 

THE next part of our over-fight is the ufc of 
CHUECH z>is<:iPLiNE. This confifts (after 
private reproofs, which were Kronfidered above) of 
the following particulars 

I. Publicly reproving offenders.~To condu6l 
this in the naoft ufeful manner thcfe' things muft be 
obferved. 

1* The accufations of none (not even the beft 
in the church) fhould be taken without proof. A 

* N. B. The author, in treatiog this fubje£i, goes on the 
fuppofition that difcipline is to be extended to all that are 
in what he calls a church- ftate, s. -e. not only thofe who are 
admitted to the Lord's table, but thofe who have acknow- 
ledged their relations to the pallor as his charge, by giving 
him their names; after having regularly pafled fiom an in- 
fant to an adult ftate, by confirmation the nature and the 
grounds of which rite he has confidered at large, in a treatife 
called Confirmation and Rcfiauration.'* See bis works, VoK 
IV. p. 254.} However, in this Abridgment, what was pecu- 
liar to the author's ideas of a church is generally omitted, 
an4 this chapter is, for the moft part, accommodated to any 
ttiode of government which chriftian churches have com^ 
monly adopted. 

minifler 
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minifter Ihould never make himfelf a party, before 
he has fufficient eiddence of the cafe. It is better 
to let many vicious perfons go unpuniihed and 
without cenfure, when we want full evidence 
againft them, than to cenfure one unjuftly : which 
we may eafily do if we go upon bold prefumptimt 
alone : and that will bring upon a paftor the fcan- 
dal of partiidity and unrighteous dealing, which 
will make all his reproofs and cenfures become 
contemptible. 

2. Let there be therefore a private meeting of 
chofen perfons (the officers, and fome delegates of 
the church on their behalf) to have the hearing of 
all fuch cafes, before they are made public. They 
may meet together once a month, at fome certain 
place, that (among other ends) they may be ready 
to receive what charge fliall be brought againft any 
member of the church ; that it may be confidered 
whether it be juft, and that the offender may be 
dealt with there firft. If the fault be not of a 
public heinous nature, and the party (hall there 
profefs repentance, that may fuffice. But if it be 
otherwife, and the perfon remain impenitent, he 
muft ' be reproved before all.* 

3. Great cau^n and prudence muft be exer- 
cifed in fuch proceedings, left we do more harm 
than good* But let it be fuch chriftian prudence 
as orders duties aright, and firefts them to their 
proper ends, and not fuch carnal prudence as (hall 

enervate 
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enervate or exclude them. It may therefore be. 
proper for young minifters to confult with other-s, 
for the more cautious proceeding in fuch. work. . 

4* In the performance of it, we (hould always 
deal humbly, even when we deal moft (harply 
that we may make it appeac it is not &om any 
lordly difpofition, nor an aft of revenge, but a ne- 
celiary duty, which we cannot in confcience avoid.. 
It will therefore be proper publicly to difclaim all 
animofities, and fliew the people the commands o£ 
God obliging us to what we do.. 

II. * With public ^proof mull be joined an ex- 
hortation of th^ perfon to repentance, and to a pub^ 
lie profelEpn of it for the fatisfaflion of the church. 

As the church is bound to avoid' communion with 
fcandalous impenitent fmners, lo when they have 
had evidence of their fm, they mud alfo fee fome 
evidence of their repentance ; for we cannot know 
them ta be penitent without evidence. And what 
evidence is the church capable of, but their profef- 
lion of repentance firft, and their adual reforma- 
tion afterwards P Both which muft bevexpefted and 
demanded of them. Both in our public reproofs 
and exhortations we (hould be, very cautious of giv- 
ing offence : in order to. avoid which we fhould 
proceed in fome fuch manner as this : 

<V Friends and brethren, Sin is fo evil and dan- . 

gerous 
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gerous a thing, that God has commanded us. to 
^ exhort one another daily, left any be hardened. 

* through the deceitfulnefs of it and not * hate 
' our brother in our heart, but in any wife rebuke 
' our neighbour and not fufFer fin upon him.' Our 
Lord exhorts us, " if our brother offend us, to tell 

* him of his fault ; and if he will not hear us, to. 
' take two or three' pcrfons with us to reprove 
him ; ' and if he will not hear them, to tell the 

* church ; and if he will not hear the church, to 
' efteem him as a heathen or publican.' Thofa 

* that fin,' we are commanded to * rebuke befpre 

* all, that others alfo may fear,' and * if they re- 

* pent not, to avoid them, and not fo much as eat 

* with them.*' Accordingly, having heard of thp 
icandalous prailice of M. N. of this church, and 
having received fufficient proof that he hath com-. ' 
initted the odious fin of ***. We have ferioufly 
<iealt with him in private to bring him to repent *- 
ance : but to the grief of our hearts perceive that, 
he ftill remains impenitent, (or lives in the fame 
fin.) We therefore judge it our neccflary duty to. 
ufe this further remedy which Chrift hath com- 
manded us to try. And I do earneftly bcfeech him 
for the fake of his own foul, and require it of him, 
as a meflenger of Jefus Chrift, as he will anfwer 
the contrary at the bar of God, to remain no longer ♦ 

♦Lev. xix. 17. Matt, xviii. 15—17. 1 Tim. v. fio, 
s ThelT. iii. 6, 12, 14, 1 Cor, v. 11, 13. > 

ftout 
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'ftout and impenitent^ but tinfeignedly to confefs* 
and lament his fin before God and this congrega- 
tion. This dcfire I here publiib, not out of any 
ill will to his perfon, (as the Lord knows) but in 
c>bedience to Chrift^ and in love to his foul ; wi(h- 
ing that, if poflible, he may be faved from his fin, 
from the power of Satan, and the everlafting wrath, 
of God ; and that he may be fpeedily reconciled to 
him, and his church." To this purpofe (hould 
our public admonition proceed : and in fome cafes, 
• where the finner efteems his fin to be fmall, it. 
will be neceffary X» fet it in its proper light, andi 
cfpecially to- quote fome texts of fesipture which, 
aggravate and threaten it^ 

III. To our reproofs and exhortations Ihould^ 
be added the Prayers of the church. 

We (hould pray both for thofe that have been^ 
reproved, and thofe that have been rejefted, that 
they may repent and be reftorcd. We are com- 
manded ^ to pray always, and in all things ; for alL 
^ men, and in all places fo great a. bufinefs as 
this, tKerefore, ought not to be done without it. 
We (hould earneftly join together in prayer to God. 
that he would open the finner's eyes ; that he would 
foftenhis heart, and fave him from.impenitency 
and eternal death. That we have not his xequeft 
or confent, ii no leafon againft. it \ for that is his 

very 
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very difeafe> and the malignity of it. If the per* 
fon refufes to be prefent to receive our admo* 
nition, it will be proper to defire the prayers of the 
congregation for him. And let us be very earned 
in our prayers, that the Congregation may be ex- 
cited to join with us. Who knows but God may 
hear fuch prayers^ and that they may be more 
eiFedual than our exhortations ? However, the 
people will thereby perceive that we did not make 
ligfit of fin, and that we do not preach to them in 
mere cuiiom or form.— •When the finner is thus 
admoniflied and prayed for, if it pleafe the Lord 
to open his eyes and give him repentance, our next 
duty is, 

IV. To proceed for his full recovery s where 
thefe things muft be obferved,- 

We muft not difcourage him by too much feve* 
rity, nor yet by too much hafte and lenity palliate 
the ofence, and fink tht ideas of difcipline. We 
muft urge him to be ferious in his humiliation^ 
till he be truly fenfible of his fin ; for it is not 
a vain formality that we are to expeA, but the re-^ 
covering and faving^pf the foul. — We (hould en- 
deavour to bring him to beg the communion an<l 
prayers of the church ; and to promife that he will 
moft carefully avoid the fin into which he has fallen^ 
for the time to come. After this we ^uft tell him 

of 



Digitized by 



1 1 4 Method of recovering the Penitent. Part IT* 

* of the riches of God's love, and the fufficiency of 
Chrift's blood, for the pardon of his fin ; and ac- 
quaint him that we are authorized, as the m^flen- 
gers of the Lord, to aifure him th^t, if his repent-^ 
ance be fincere, he is pardoned.— We fhould then 
charge him to perfevere, and perform his promifes ; 
to avoid temptations, and continue begging m^rcy* 
and ftrengthening grace.— Hereupon we fhould ex- 
hort the church,, that they imitate Chrift in- forgiv- 
ing, and that they retain the perfon in (or receive 
him again into) conmiunion ; that they never re^ 
proach him with his fin, but forgive and forget as 
Chriil does. We have no warrant to rip up old 
matters, or fo make that public again which has- 
ceafed to be fo. — After this we fhould give God 
thanks for the offender's recovery fo far, and pray 
for his confirmation and future prefervation. — ^Thtt 
next part of difcipline is 

V. Rejeding fronj the churches comnninioh 
thofe whoj after fufficient trial, remain impenitent. 

Exclufion from church communion is of divers 
kinds and degrees, of which I fhall not here treat* 
That which is moft commonly to be pra£tifed 
among us, is only to forbid an pfFender communion 
with us, or to inKiBi a temporary exclufion, called 
(ufpeniion, till it (ball pleafe the Lord to give him 

repentance 
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repentance [or till he fliall difcaver very evident 
marks of impenitence,] We have, indeed, no ex- 
prefs diredions in fcripture how long vsre fhould 
ftay to try whether the fmner be fo impenitent as 
to be neceffarily and entirely excluded ; we muft 
therefore follow the general dire£tions, with fuch. 
diverfity as the cafe and charafter of the perfon, and 
former proceeding fliall require \ this being left to 
the difcretion of the church, who muft always con- 
tinue to pray for, and exercife patience towards> 
the offender, till he manifeft himfelf obftinate in his 
fin. Where a perfon has openly finned but once 
or twice, a profeflion of repentance may fufBce ; 
but if he be accuftomed to fin, and has often broken^ 
his promifes of amendment, then we muft require, 
an a£lual reformation. He that will refufe either 
to reform, or to make a profeflion of repentance, 
muft be confidered as living in the finr ; for a hein- 
ous fin, but once committed, is morally continued 
in till it be repented of ; and a mere forbearing of. 
the a£l is not fuflicient. — [If the church, after 
having waited a proper time, cannot difcern in the. 
perfon any figns of genuine repentance,] they mufl: 
then proceed to excommunication. Thq minifter 
muft pronounce him unworthy of communion, and 
authoritatively charge the people in the name of the 
Lord,, to avoid communion with fuch a perfon 
and muft deny him thofe ordinances and privileges, 
which do not belong to him. And as far as this 

a.ft 
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aft of the paftor is not contrary to the word of 
God, the people are in duty bound to fall in with 

it, However, it will be proper to pray for the 

repentance and reftoration even of the excommuni- 
cate ; and, if God ihould give them repentance, 
they are gladly to be received into the communioiv 
of the church again. — So much for the nature of 
church-difcipline : and fure I am, if well undcr- 
ftood, much of the pa(toral work and authority 
confifts in it. 

There are many, I know, who would fet open* 
the doors of the church, would pluck up the hedgej 
and lay the vineyard common to the wildernefs- 
Nay, (which is very amazing) fome who are 
cfteemed godly divines, reproach, as a feft, thofe 
faithful paftors who will not give the facrament to 
all the parifh, and who maintain difcipline in their 
churches, under the name of Sacramentarians and 
Difcipllnarians ; as the impure ufed to reproach, 
the godly by the name of Puritans. But wa» not 
Chrift himfelf the leader of thefe Difciplinarians i 
He inftituted difcipline, and commanded the parti- 
cular a£ls of it, [as hath already been proved,, from? 
Matt, xviii. See p. m.] Chrift made his mini- 
fters the rulers of his church, and put the keys of 
the kingdom into their hands ; and he tequires the 
people to * fubmit to them^ and obey them in the 
' Lord.' Heb. xjii. 17. 

Agreeable to theie fcripture^ was the prafUce of 

the 
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the ancieitt church for many years) after Chrift ; in 
which dilcipline was exercifed much more vigo- 
roufly than among any of us, even in the heat o£ 
heathen perfecutions, as well as under chriftian 
magiftrates, till felfifhnefs and formality cai^fed 
them to be remifs in this and other duties together ; 
as may be feen in the ancient canons and 
epiftles. Difcipline was not then taken to be a 
ufekfs thing* ; nor would it appear fuch now, if k 
were Ihewed in its (Irength and beauty, by a vigo- 
rous praflice. I know that when the church 
began to be tainted with vain inventions, the word 
Dtfcipline changed its fignification for various of 
their own rules of life, and auAere impofitions ; 
but it is for the ancient and truly chriftian difcipline 
alone that I am contending. There is no room to 
doubt whether this be our duty, nor whether we 
are unfaithful, as to the performance of it. It is 
certainly no Icfs our duty becaufe our brethren of 

late have made fo little confcience of it. And 

what are the hinderances that now keep the mini^ 
fters of fiflglaod from the difcharge of it ? 
^. Sonae ob)e£l That we Ihall be guilty of 

* Difctpline ell cuftos fpci, rettnacnlum fidci, dux itinerii 
falutaris, fomcs ac nutrimentum bons indolis, inagiftra virtu- 
tus; facit in Chrifto manere fbinper, ac jjugiior Deo vItck, ad 
promifla cccleflia ct divina przisia pervenice : Haoc et fedari 
falubre eft, et adverfari ac ncgligcrc lethalc Cypr, dc Difcip* 
p. e65« See Caivin^B InSdu Lib. IV. ^ap, is. ^ i, b« 

defaming 
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defaming men, by thus publifhing their crimes.'* 
I anfwer in the words of Bernard^ Cum car- 
** puntur vitia, et inde fcandalum oritur, ipfi fibi 

fcarftlali caufa eft, qui fecit quod argui debet ; 

non ille qui arguit. Non ergo timeas contra 
^* charitatem effe, ii unius fcandalum multorutn 

recompenfaveris pacfe. ^ Melius eft enim ut pe* 

reat unus quam uniras." Bernard fup. Cantic. 
Many of us who would be afhamed to omit preach- 
ing or praying half fo much, have not confidered 
what we do in wilfully negle6bing this duty. We 
draw down the gtlilt of men's crimes upon our own 
heads, when we do not ufe God's means for the 
cure of them*. 

fi. Others will fay " There is little likelihood 
that public perfonal reprehenfion fhould do any 
good to offenders, becaufe they will be but enraged 
by the ftiame." I anfwer in the words of Phih a 
Jew, " We muft endeavour as far as we are able 

to fave thofe from their fins who will certainly 

perifh by them ; imitating good phyficians, who 
f* when they cannot fave a fick man, do yet wil- 
" lingly try all means for cure, left they feem to 
want fuccefs through their own negligencet.'* 
I further anfwer. It ill becomes the ignorant crea- 

♦ Qui non corrigit rcfecanda committie. Grec. 
Si quid me fcis fccifle incite aut improbc, fi id non accufas, 
tu ipfe objurgandus es, pL A u T • 

t Fhilo de facrif. Abel etCain. 

turd 
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ture to ismplead the ordinances of God as ufelefs. 
God can render his own ordinances fuccefsful, or 
elfe he would never have appointed them. Befides, ^ 
church-diCcipline feems to be well calculated for 
ufefulnefs. It tends to the fhaming of fin, and the 
humbling of the finner ; to manifeft the holinefs of 
Chrift, of his doiSrine, and his church before all 
the world.— What .method fhould be taken with 
offenders if not this? Muft they be given up as 
hopelefs? That were cruel : and other means are 
fuppofed to have been ufed without fuccefs.— 
The church of Chrift has found this method to be 
fuccefsful, even in times of 4)erfecution, when, if 
ever, carnal reafon would have told them to forbear 
it, for fear of driving away their converts. — But 
befides all that has been faid, let it be remembered, 
that the principal ufe of this public difcipline, is 
not for the offender himfelf, but for the church. 
It tends greatly to deter others from the like crimes, 
and fo to keep our churches and worfhip pure*. 

3. Some will fay, That this method will but 
reftrain men as hypocrites and not convert them." 
I anfwer. Who knows howGod may blefs his or- 
dinances T It is true repentance to which offenders 
are exhorted, and which they profefs : whether 
they truly profefs it or not, who can tell but God ? 

* Vina tranfmittit ad pofteros, qui prxfentibus culpis ignof* 
cit,— ^Bonis nocet qui loalis parcit. $ e m e c A . 

However 
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Howeirer if tt mly reftrain$ perfons, thst is ai bene- 
fit not to be contemned. It is of fome importance 
that fin be difgraced ; andcib far the church acquit 
themfelves. But the grancl objedion againft difci^ 
]p1iney as far as I can learn, is 

4. The difficulty of the work> and the trouble 
IMT (iiffering you are likely to bring upon yourfelves 
by it. " We cannot* fay yoii, publicly reprehend 
one finner, but he will highly refent it, and bear us 
malice for it. We can prevail with very few to 
make a public profeffion of repentance ; and if 
we excommunicate them, that will enrage them the 
more. If we were to deal with all the obftinate 
fmners in the pariih, in the manner you adrife, it 
would be dangerous living aoKHig them: or we 
ihould be fo hated, that our labours would become 
quite unprofitable to them. Duty therefore ceafes 
to be duty, becaufe the hurt that would follow 
would be greater than the good." — But are not 
thefe reafons as valid againft profeiling and defend- 
ing Chriftianity^ in fome times and places, as now 
againft difcipline? Chrift has told us < that he 
' came not to fend peace ?' and that * the world will 
* hate us,' — Many of his fervants have met with 
more difficulty in doing their duty than we can ex- 
peft ; which yet did not prevent their faithful dif- 
charge of it. If we did our duty faithfully as mini- 
fters^ we fhould now find much the fame lot among 
profefled chriftians, as our predeceiTiH's did among 

in£dels« 
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infidels.— But if you cannot fufFer for Chrift, wly 
did you ' put your hands to his plough?' Yofi 
ought ' firft to have fat down and counted the 
' cod.' This makes the minifterial work fo un« 
faithfully done, becaufe it is fo carnally under- 
taken. Many enter upon it as a life of eafe ai^ 
honour from men^ and therefore they refolve. to 
attain their ends, whether right or wrong. — As for 
your making yourfelves incapable of d^ing men any 
£ood, if you thus publicly admonifh thorn v I aq- 
fwer, that reafon is as valid againft pla^n preaching, 
or private reproof, or any other duty for which 
wicked men will hate lis. God will blefs his own 
^ordinances to do good, or elfe he would not have 
appointed them. By this means good nyiy poflibly 
be done to the offender, and even to the excommu- 
nicate. I am fure it is God's means ; ^njd the laft 
Qieans we can ufe ; it were therefore perverfc to 
negle^ it. However^ other perfons^ both within 
and without the church, i|iay receive good by it, 
though the offender himfclf receive none : and God 
will certainly have the honour when his. church is 
thus mani£ellly diftinguiflied from the world. But 
let me tell you, there is not fucb *' a lion in the 
* way,' as you may imagine ; nor is difcipline fo 
ufelefs a thing. I blefs God, upon the fmall^ and 
too late, trial I have made of it myfelf, I Can fay 
by experience it is not vain ; nor are the hazards 
G of 
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\)f it fuch ?i$4Pay excufe our negleft.— To the laft 
• obje&ion many have added, 

5. " That it is a vain thing'to attempt the ufc 
of difcipline in the church, unlefs it were efta- 
"bliflied by fecular power, and all the people were 
forced, under penalty, to fubmit to it ; whererfs 
tvtvj ttian has liberty to d^fjpife our cenfures, and 
to ibfent himfelf when he (hould appear before the 
church."— Here let me alk. How did the church of 
Chrift fu'bfift before the days of Conftantiney without 
^the help of the civil magiftrate ? And how was dif- 
^cijplitie cxefcired* for three hundred years together, 
'When the prirtce did not fo much as give protcftion 
*©r toleration to chriftftins, but even perfecuted theiii 
'to death ?* Yet then was the church in its bed ftate, 
and its difcipllrfe the moft pure and powerful. Are 
the keys of Chrift's church fo unfit -and ufelefs, 
that they will not open and fliut without the ma- 
giftrate's help! If they have contradlpd any ruft, 
we may thank ourfelves, who have let them lie fb 
long without ufe. But let me add, that the imer- 
pofition of the civil magiftrate with our difcipline, 
' would do more hurt than good : it would but cor- 
rupt it by the mixture, and n^ake it become a mere 
human thing. Your government is all to work 
upon the Confcience ; and the fword cannot reach 
that. It is not a defirable thing to have repent- 
ance fo obfcured by mere forced confeflions, that 

you 
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you cannot know when perfons m^an as th^y 
fpeak. I confefsi if the civil power had forced 
.men to thofe. public confeflions of fin and profef- 
fions of repentance, to which J have perfuaded 
.them by the light of God's word) it would have left 
me, and I believe' the church too, very much dif- 
Entisfied with them ; imagining they oiily complied 
becauie they were compeUed.~I am the lefs forry 
that the magiflirate doth not interpofe, on account 
of that blind zeal which fo much prev^Mls ainoi^gft 
us. Perfons of every party; lay fuch a ftfefs upon 
many opinions of their own, as if life or death de- 
pended upon them ; making fuch a great outccy 
againft whatever iare allied errors by their ovm 
k8ty without knowing .what they^e, that if tHe 
fword were in fuch envious, angry hands, there 
would be little quiet to the church. This may 
pofin>ly make the magiftrate think fit to let ys 
fight it out, with our naked fifts, and not to put 
fwords into our hands till we know better how to 
ufe them. As long as he does not prevent our 
exercifing that kind of difcipline which has now 
been recommended^ I fear not but, by the bleilir^ 
of God, a prudent, refolute, unanimous miniftry 
will, in general, be able to bring perfons to fubmit 
to it, fo as to anfwer very important purpofes. 

I (hall conclude this fubjeft with earneftly re- 
queftilig my brethren in the miniftry fpeedily and 
.faithfully to put inescecuttonaU the unqueilioqable 
Ga' part 
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•part of the difcipline for which I have been con- 
tending. 

1. ConHder how finful the negleS of it is, and 
how dangerous with refped to yourfelves. It is 
indeed a fad cafe that good men, under fo much 
liberty, (hould fatisfy themfelves fo long in the 
■negle£l of fo great a duty. It is, I own, a trouble- 
ibme and painful work, and calls fof fome felf^ de- 
nial, as it will expofe us to the difpleafure of the 
wicked. But diare we prefer our carnal eafe, or the 
love of wicked men, before our duty to Chrift our 
mafter ? Can fuch flothful fervants look for a good 
jreward ? 

2. The ncgleA of difcipline has a ftrong ten- 
dency to the deluding of fouls ; by making men 
think that they are chriftians when they are not, 
becaufe they are not feparated from fuch as are ; 
-and by making fcandalous finners think their iin 
tolerable becaufe it is fo tolerated by the paftors of 
the church. We hereby corrupt Chriftianity itfelf 
in the eyes of the world, and do our part to make 
them believe, that to be a chriftian is only to be of 
fuch or fuch an opinion, and that the chriftian re- 
Jigion requires holinefs no more than the falfe reli- 
gions of the world. 

g By the negle6l of difcipline you encourage 
reparation. If you will not by this means diftin- 
guifli between * the precious and the vile,' the peo- 
ple wiU do it by withdrawing from 'you ; which 

many 
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many honed chriftians will think they are neceffi- 
tated to do. Nor can you wonder, if you keep a 
number of fcandalous finncrs in your churches, 
that fome timorous fouls iliould run out of them, 
as out of an edifice which they apprehend ready to 
fall. I have known many who have feparated 
merely on this account. 

4. By this negleft we do much to bring the 
wrath of God upon ourfelves and oar congrega- 
tion, and fo to blaft the fruit of our labours. I£ 
* the angel of the church of ThyatirUy was re- 
proved for fufFering feducers in it, and thofe who 
joined with them were fo feverely threatened, 
furely we deferve reproof on the fame ground, for 
fufFering open, fcandalous, impenitent (inners 
among us, and have reafon to fear the execution of 
this threatening upon our churches. 

But againft all that I have (aid in behalf of dif- 
cipline you will plead, Our people are not ready 
for it : they will not yet bear it." But is not the 
meaning of this, that you will not bear the trou«». 
ble and hatred which it will occafion ? I befeech. 
you, in order that you may make a comfortable 
account to the chief (hepherd, and that you may 
not be found unfaithful in the houfe of 'God, that 
you do not flirink from duty becaufe of the trouble 
that may attend it. Remember for your encgiirage- 
ment, that the moft codly duties are ufually the 
mod comfortable; and you may be fure that Chrtil 
will bear the coft. 

G3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of the Mo T I VE s Pajloral Fidelity in general. 

HAVING- jiointed out and recommended the 
feveral pars of the minifterial office, we pro- 
ceed to confider the Motives to a diligent per- 
formance of them. The Lord grant that they may 
work upon us all according to their truth and im- 
portance ! 

I. The nature of otir Office obliges us to taker 
heed to all the flock : wc are flyled overseers. 

And for what elfe are we overfeers* ? To be a 
bifhop or paflor is not to be fet up as an idol for 
the people to bow to ; or to be (what the apoftle 
calls the Cretians^ *" evil bcafb, flow bellies to 
live to our flcfhly ddight and- eafe ; but it is to be 
the guide of finners to falvation. It is a fad thing 
that men fhould undertake a calling of which they 
know not the nature. Do thofe perfons know and 
confider what they have undertaken, who live in 
eafe and pleafiire ? who have time to take their fu- 
perfiuous recreations, and fpend it in loitering, or 
in vain difcourfes, when fo much work lies upon 
their hands ? Brethren, do you confider where you 

* .Epifcopus eft nomen quod plus opens qoam honoris figni* 
ficat. Polyd. Virg. p. 840. 

ffand. 
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ftand, and what you have taken upon you ? You 
have, under Chriflr, undertaken a band of his foU 
diers ' againft principalities and powers, and fpirt- 
* tual wickedneiTes in high places.' You mud lead 
them on in the iharpeft conflids; yeu muft ac*- 
quaint them with the enemy's firats^ems ini' afi* . 
faults ; you muft watch yourfelves, and keep theto 
watclpng. If you mifcarry, they and you may pe« 
riiho You have a fubtile enemy ; and therefore, 
you muft be wife : you have a vigilant enemy, 
therefore you muft be vigilant : you have a mali- 
dtousi violent, and unwearied enemy ; and ther^ir 
fore you muft be refolute, courageous, and unwea- 
ried. You are in a crowd of enemies, encoippafled 
with them on every fide ; fo that if you do not tAk« 
particular heed to every one of them, yw will 
quickly fall. ^ 

Oh ! what a world of Work have you to do ! 
Had you but one ignorant perfon to teach, though' 
willing to learn, what an arduou:^ taik would it be ! 
How much more if that perfon were as unwilling- 
as ign<H'ant ! But to have fuch multitudes of thefe 
as moft of us have, will find us work indeed ! 
How much wickednefs have we fometimcs to con- - 
tend jagainft in one foul ! and what a number of 
fuch wicked perfons have we to deal with ! What 
deep rootir^ have their fins taken, and undo 
what difedvantagemuft truth come to them ! What 
ftrangers are they to the heavenly meflage we- 
bring them ! They frequently know not what you 
Q 4 %, 
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fay^ though you fpeak to them in the plained lan- 
guage. And when you think you have done them 
fome good, you leave your feed among the ' fowls 
'of the air.' Wicked men are at hand to contradid 
all that you have faid ; who will cavil at and flan- 
der you that they may difgrace your meflage, and 
that they may deride and fcorn them away from 
Chrid : thus they quickly extinguiih the good be- 
ginnings which you hoped you had feen. They 
ufe iodeed weaker reafons than yours ; but fuch as 
come with more advantage, being taken from thii^s 
-which they fee and feel, and which are befriended, 
by the fleA. Befides, they are more familiarly 
and importunately urged. You fpcak but once to^ 
a (inner for ten or twenty times that the mefiengers 
of Satan do. Moreover, how eafily do the * cares 

* and bufinefles of the world choke and devour the 

* feed,' which you had fown, and how eafily will a 
frozen carnal heart, though it had no external ene- 
mies, extinguifli thofe fparks which you have been 
long in kindling ! Yea, for want of fuel and fur- 
ther help, they will go out of themfelves. Among 
what abundance of diftempers, lufls, and paflions 
do you c^ your words, where they are likely ta 
meet with but a poor entertainment ! And when 
you think your work doth happily fucceed, feeing 
men under trouble, confeiTing their fins, promifing 
reformation, and living as new creatures and zea- 
lous converts, they will often, prove unfound ; to 
have been but fuperficially changed ; to have taken 

tip 
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up new opinions, and new company, without yncw^ 
heart. O how many perfons, after fome conficier^* 
able change has taken place, are deceived by the 
profits, the honours, or the pleafures of the world, 
and ' again entangled in their former lufts !' Nay, 
how fooii do even the graces of the faints them- 
Selves languiih, if you negle£t them; and how 
cafily are they drawn into fliameful ways, to the 
diihonouF of the gofpel, as well as their own lofs. 
and forrow ! Q brethren, what a field of labour is 
before us ! there is not a perfon you can fee, but 
may find you work!— Exert youtfelves then with 
all your might. In order to quicken you the more 
let me beg you to attend. to> the following confi- 
derations. 

%^ Confider the office of an overfeer was your 
own voluntary undertaking. No man is forced to- 
be an overfeer of the church:, does not common, 
booefty then requite you to be: true. tO:y.oui^ trail;?. 

a. Confides the hmur conneded. with your 
office,. a» an encourage;neiit to labour. A great, 
bonour indeed it is, to be. the. ^ ambaiTadors of God,' 
and the inflruments of men's c.onverfion and* falva- 
tion to ' fave fouls frpm.death. and cover a mul- 
* titude of fins.' For mimft«r3 to ftrive for pre- 
cedency, and iUl the world with wide contentions, 
about the dignity, and fuperiority> of their office,, 
fliews that they forget the nature and work of that 
office th^y ftrive about. The honour is but the: 
G5 ' appendix^ 
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appendix to Ae work* If miniftm wooM £uth«> 
fully and bmnblj lay out diemfelves for Chrift and 
bb church, wkhovs thinking of titles and reputa- 
tion, they would have honour whether they would, 
or not ; whereas by gaping after it they lofe it. 

3. Cenfider that yon have many priviUga be- 
longing to your office, which fhould engage you to 
diligence in it. It is no fmall thing that you are . 
maintained by other men's labours. This is for 
your work, that you may not be taken off from it, 
but that you may « give yourfclves wholly to thefe 
* thtngs/ and not be forced to -negled menV 
fouls, while you are provicBng for your own bodies. 
Either do the work, or take not the maintenance. 
Befides, it ought to be confidered as a great privi-^ 
lege to be bred up to learning, while many others 
are brought up at the plough and cart ; to be fur* 
niihed with fo much delightful knowledge, when^ 
the world lies in ignorafice ; and to converfe with 
learned men about fublime and glorious things, 
while many others are converfant with none but- 
the moft vulgar and illiterate. Efpecially thiqk 
what an excellent privilege, is it, to live in ftudying 
and preaching Chrift ! to be continually fearching 
into his myfteries, or feeding on them ! to be daily 
employed in contemplating the blefled nature, 
works, and ways of God ! Others are glad of the 
leifure of the Lord's day, and now and then an 
hour befides, when they can lay hold of it ; but wo 

may 
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may keep a continnal Sabbath. We may almoft 
do nothing elfe but ftudy and talk «f Ooi 'iMi 
glory; engage in ads of prayer and flilA^|Hl# 
drink in facred and faring truths. OwMiyisyw 
ment is all fublime and fpirituaL Whether w«j 
are alone, or in company, our bufinefs is for ano» 
ther world. O that our hearts were but more 
difpofed for this wofk ! what a blefled joyful life 
fhould we then live ! How fweet would the fludy 
be to us ! how pleafaht the pulpit ! and what de- 
Jight would our conferences yield ! What excellent 
helps do our libraries aiFord ; where we have fuch 
a variety of wife (llent companions, whenever we 
pleafe ! Surely all thefc,. and more fuch privileges 
attending the miniAry, befpeak our unwearied dili- 
gence in the work. Once more, 

4. Confider the intereft which all the faithful 
fervants of Chrift have in their mafter's regards.. 
You are related to Chrift as well as to the flocki 
and he is related to you. If therefore you are 
faithful in your work, you are not only advanced,, 
but fecured by the relation. You are * the ftew- 

* ards of his myfteries,* and the rulers of his houfc- 
hold : and he that intrufted you with his work will 
maintain you in it. But then * it is required of a 

* fteward that a man be found faithful.' Be true 
to him, and never doubt of his being true to you. 
Do you feed his flock ? He will fooner feed you a^ 
be did Elijah y than forfake you. In themidftof 

G 6 enemies. 
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cnenucS) he will ' give you a tongue and wifdom 
<.wh|ch none ihall refift.' if you willingly p^t 
your, hand to. his ploughs he .will wither the hand 
that* is ftretcbed out againft you* His faithful mi- 
ninifters have always had large experience of his 
care. He who knows that he ferves a God who 
will never fuffer any man 10 be a lofer by him, 
needs not fear what hazards he runs in his caufe : 
and he who knows that he is feeking a prize which, 
if obtained, will infinitely exceed his coft, may 
boldly engage his whole eftate on it, and fell all he 
has to purchafe fo rich a pearl. The next 

II. Motive to fidelity, is taken from the Per-* 
fon by whom minifters are invefted with their of- 
fice : — * the flock over which the Holy Ghost 
* hath made yow overfeers.' 

This divine, agent is faid to make bilhops or paf- 
tors, not merely becaufe he has determined in his 
word that there ihall be fuch an oflice — ^what the 
work and power fliall be — and what fort of perfon^ 
ihall receive it ; but alfo becaufe he qualifies men 
for the office ; direds thofe that ordain them to 
difcem their qualifications ; and diredls them and 
the people themfelves, in fixing them over a 
particular charge. Thefe were done in the firft 
ages of chriftianity, in an extraordinary manner by 
infpiration. .But, when men are rightly called, 

they 
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they are now as well as then^ made overfeers of 
the church by the Holy Ghoft, /. by the de- 
nary influences of the fame Spirit. What an obli- 
gation then is laid upon us by our call ! If our com- 
miflion be from heaven> it is not to be difobeyed. 
When Paul was called by the voice of Chri^ to 
preach the gofpel, he ' was not difobient to the 
* heavenly vifion.' When the apoftles were called 
by our Lord, from their fecular employments, they 
inunediately left their friends and houfes, and trade, 
and all, and followed him. Though our call be 
not fo immediate or extraordinary, it is from the 
lame Spirit, and therefore ought to be as readily 
obeyed. It is not a fafe courfe to imitate JowA, 
in turning our backs upon the commands of God. 
If we negled our work^ he has a fpur to quicken 
us. If we run from it, he has meiTengers enow to 
overtake us, to bring us back and make Us do it ; 
and certainly it is better to do it at firft than at kft. 
Another motive is 

III. What is derived from the dignity of the 
Objca, viz. « the Church of God/ 

It is that church for which the world is upheld ; 
which is fandified by the Holy Ghoft \ which is 
united to Chrift \ and which is his myftical body. 
That church with which angels are prefeat ; and on 
which they attend as * miniftering fpirits \* whofe 

very 
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Terjr * little pnet have their angels beholding the 
« face of God in heaven,' O what a diarge is it 
that we have undertaken ! And (hall we be unfaith- 
ful to it ? Have we the ftewuidfliip of God's own 
fiunily, and fhall we negled it? Have we the con- 
iuGt of tfaofe (aims who are to live for ever with 
God in glorj, and (hall we omit our duty to them- i 
God forbid ! Are the fouls of men thought meet 
hj God to fee his £ace, and live for ever in his pre- 
fence ? and are they not worthy of your utmoft 
coft and labour ? Do not think fo meanly of the 
church of God, as if it deferved not your higheft 
rc^iards. Were you the keepers of fwine or iheepi 
you would fcatcely let them go, and fay they were 
not worth looking after ; efpecially if they were 
your own : dare youthen negle£t the fouls of men, 
even the church of Goo ? — Remember Chrift 
^ walks among them : the praifes of the mod high 

* God are in the midft of them. They are a chofen 

* generation ; a fandified, peculiar people ; a royal 

* priefthood, an holy nation ; to (hew forth the 
< pratfes of him that called them/ What an ho- 
nour is it to be, one of them, though but a * door- 
' keeper in the houfe of the Lord !' Surely then to 
be the Prieft of thefe priefts, and the Ruler of thcfe 
kings,, is fuch an honour, fuch a noble employ- 
ment, as multiplies your obligations to diligence 
and fidelity. 



IV. The 
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IV, The laft motive to take heed to the flock» 
and feed the church ol God, is, the Pric£ that 
"Was paid for it. 

It is fpoken of as * purchafed by His owir 
BLOOD:' /. e. by the blood of Christ, whois> 
here exprefsly^ called God. God the Son did 
purchafe the church with his own blood. What 
an argument is here to quicken the negligent, and 
to condenui tbofe that will not be quickened! 
What! fhall wedefpifethebloodof Chrift? Shall 
we think it was ihed for fuch as are not worthy our 
care ? The guilt of negligent paftors is certainly 
great, fince, as much as in them lies, they make 
the blood of Chrift to be ihed in vain. They 
would lofe him thofe fouls, whom he has fo dearly 
bought. Whenever we feel ourfelves grow dull 
and carelefs, let us imagine we heard the bleiTed 
Saviour arguing with us^ to this effedt : <^ Did I 
die for thofe fouls, and wilt not thou look after 
them ? Were they worth my blood, and are they 
not worth my care ? Did I come down from hea^ 
yen to earth ' to feek and to fave them that were 
^ loft,' and wilt thou not go to the ne^t door or 
ftreet or village to fecik them ? How fmall is thy 
labour or condefceniion in comparifon with mine ? 
I debafed myfelf to this ; but it is thy honour to be 
fo employed. Have I done and fuflfered fo much 
for the falvation of men, and was I wiUingto make 
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thee a co-worker with me, and wilt thou refufe 
the little that lies upon thy hands V 

Every time we look upon our congregations, let 
us remember that they are purchafed by the blood 
of Chrift, and regard them accordingly. Let us 
often think in what confufion a negligent minifter 
will be at the laft day, to have the blood of the fonr 
of God pleaded againft him \ and to hear Chrift 
fay Thou didft make light of the purchafe of my 
blood ; and canft thou now hope to be ftved by it 
thyfelf?"— O brethren! fince Chrift will bring 
his blood to plead [at God's righteous bar] let it 
now efFe<%uaUy pkad with us to. do our duty, left, 
it Ihould then plead againft us to out damnation 



c H A p- viir. 

0/"/*^ Objections to this courfeof miniJienalDuty^ 
particularly perfonal Injiru&ion^ 

TT is a hard cafe that fo good a mafter as ours^ 
in lb good a work, ihould have fervants fo bad 
as to plead againft their duty when they (hould 
praAtfe it ; efjpecially that good men ihould be fe 
backward' to it as to need many words to excite 
them to the diligent performance of It. Yet alas 1 
this is too common a cafe. I have no great fear 
of oppofition from confciencei or unbiafled reafon4 

but 
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but only from unwillingnefs, and from reafon bi- 
aifed by the fle(h« To what has been fald about 
perfonal inftru&ion fome will objed, . 

I. That their congregations are fo large that 
it is impoflible for them to know all their hearers ; 
much more to take heed to every individual. 

But let roc aik fuch perfons — ^Was it neceffary 
for you to take upon you fuch a charge ? If not, 
how durft you imdertake what you knew your- 
felves unable to perform ? If it was in a manner 
neceflary^ might you not have procured fome affiil- 
ance ? Have you not^ or could not you get a main- 
tenance fufficient for yourfelves and another to 
help you ? What though it would, not fupport. 
you in affluence, is it not more reafonable that you 
fhould pinch your flelh and families, than ncgle& 
the fouls of fo many of your flock ? With me it is 
unquefticAiable, that it is your duty, if you can, to 
live upon part of your fatary, and allow the reft to 
a competent affiftant. Do not many families in 
your parifli live on lefs than you would then have ! 
Have not many able minifters been glad of lefs, 
wkh liberty to preach the gofpel ? Can your parifli- 
ioners endure damnation better than you can po- 
verty ? What do you call yourfelves minifters of 
the gofpel, and yet efteem the fouls of men fo little, 
as that you had rather they ftiould eternally periflj, 

than 
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than that you and your families fliould live in .a- 
low condition ? If yon have but ^ food and rai-. 
* «ient/ you ought 'therewith to. be content/ 
Would you have more than is fuflident to enable 
you for the work of God? * A man's life confift- 
' eth not in the abundance of things which he pof- 
' fefles.' If your clothing be warm, and your 
food wholefome, you may be as well fupported to 
do God's work, as if you enjoyed the greateft af* 
iiuence. He that has thefe, has but a poor excufe 
ifbr hazarding men's, ftwls^ that he may enjoy more, 
of tMs world's- goodw Remember- how ftrongly 
our bieifed> mofter recomrnemk iidf-dfcnial to all htei 
fewaiits. They that will not exexcife it» are fo; 
hx from being hia minifters, that they are not Ua 
truedifciples.—tf your drcumftanttes^ are- fuch that: 
proper afSftance cannot be procured^ then you^ 
ftottld undertake your charge with liaiitation. But 
cto not omit the work of per&nal overn§^t entire^. 
fy> because you cannot do it with all: take this. 
CQurfe with as many as you. are able> and p«it your, 
godly neighbours, eCpecially parents and matters of 
families^ upon doing the more* 

IL Some may obje£l that "The courfe tecom* 
mended will require too much time, and will not 
allow fo much as is neccffary for niinifters (young 
ttien efpecially) to fdlow their ftudies, and imw 
prove their own abilities/' 

I anfwer J 



1 
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I anfwer^ the perfons whom I am perruading 
to this work, are fuppofed to underftand the fub- 
fiance of the chriftian religion, and to be able to 
teach others: and the addition of lefs neceiTary 
things, is not to be preferred to the communication 
of what are fundamentally neceOary. I highly va- 
lue common Icnowledge, and would not encourage 
any to fet light by it ; but I value the faving of 
fouls more. That which is immediately neceiTary 
ought to. be done whatever elfe is left undone. It 
is a very defirable thing for » phyfician' to be w«U 
fhidied in hia art; but if he would be inquifing" 
even into the mofl ufeftil fubjeds' when he (faould 
be looking to his patients ; and' fhould tell them 
that he^ has not time to give them advice, becaufe 
he muft follow his own ftudies, E fhould efleem^ 
that man a prepofterous fludlent^ who thus pnfer- 
rerf the means to the very end itfelf. Indeed I 
fhroul<i think fuch a phyfidan to be but a cml^ kind- 
of a murderer. — Men's foul's may be flved wttheut^ 
your knowing ,[many pf tixofe things which iave- 
been the fubjeft of fchofafKc debates.} Get weH 
to Heaven, and help your people thither j and you 
fhall know all thefe things m a moment, and a 
thoufand more, of which now, by all your fiudies, 
you cannot gain a certain knowledge. 

Confider further, if by the diligent praSicc of 
miniilerial duties, you are prevented acquiring an 
extenfive knowledge, you will hereby improve 

more 
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more in that which is moft excellent. If yQU know 
not fo many things as others, you will know the 
moft important matters better than they. And a 
little of this kind of knowledge, is worth all the 
other knowledge in the world. When I am look- 
ing heaven- ward, gazing towards the inacceflible 
light, and afpiring after the knowledge of God, and 
find my foul fo dark and diftant, and confider how 
little I know of God, and how much he is out of 
pay reach, I find this the moft killing and grievous 
ignorance. Methinks I could willingly exchange all 
the other knowledge I h^ve, for one glimpfe more 
qf God and the life to come. Now by frequent 
ferious converfation about everlafting things, by di- 
l^ently inftruAing and catechifing your people, 
you will gain more of this kind of knowledge, than 
can be gained by any other means ; and thus you 
will really grow wifer than thofe that fpend their 
time in any other way whatever. As Theology is 
a pradical fcience, the knowledge of it thrives beft 
in a pradical courfe. Laying out here, is a means 
of gathering in ; an hearty endeavour to commu- 
nicate and do good is one of the greateft helps to our 
own proficiency. So that by this means you are 
likely to become more able paftors of the church, 
than private ftudies alone can make you. Particu- 
larly it will be an excellent means to help you in 
preaching ; for when you are well acquainted with 
your people's cafes, you will know what to preach 

upon. 
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upon. An hour's converfation will furnifli you 
with as much matter as an hour's ftudy. As he will 
be the beft phyfician and lawyer, fo he alfo will be 
the beft divine, who adds pra^ice and experience 
proportionable to his ftudies; whereas <hat man 
will prove a ufelefs drone, who refufes God's fer- 
vice all his life, under a pretence of preparing for 
it ; and lets men's fouls pafs on to perdition, while 
he pretends to be ftudyinghowto recover them, or 
getting more ability to help and fave them. 

However let me add, that though I efteem reli- 
gious knowledge the chief, I would have you to 
acquire other knowledge too. The other fciences 
may be -very ufeful, and indeed fubfervient to this: 
and you may have competent time for both. Lofe 
none upon vain recreations and amufements ; trifle 
not away a minute ; confume none in needlefs fleep ; 
do what you do with all your might ; and then 
fee what time you may command. If you fet apart 
two days in a week for the work of perfonal in- 
ftru6lion, you may find time enough for your com- 
mon ftudies out of all the reft. Duties are to be 
taken together : none are to be negleftcd that can 
be performed, but the grcateft ihould always be 
preferred. Btit if there were fuch a cafe of necef- 
fity, that we could not read or ftudy for ourfelves, 
and inftrudl the ignorant too, I would throw by 
all the libraries in the world rather than be guilty 

of 
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of the peitiition of one foul: at lead I know that 
thifi would be my duty. 

IIL It will beobjeded by rnany^ " This courfc 
will deflroy our health, by cominiially fpendii^ 
our fpiritSy without allowii^^time for neceflary re- 
creations." 

1 anfwer, we -may do our duty, and have time 
for neceflary recreations too. An hour or half an 
hour's walk before meat, is as much recreation as 
is neceffary for the weaker fort of ftudents. I have 
reafon to know fometfaing of this by long experi- 
ence. Though I have a body which has lai^iibed 
under great weaknefles many years, and which re- 
quires me to take as much exercife as almoft any 
perfon in the world, yet I have found the above 
proportion fufficient. It is undoubtedly our duty 
^o ufe as much exercife as is neceflary for the pre- 
fervation of our health ; fo far our work requii^s 
it : otherwife, for one day's work we fhould lofe 
the opportunity of many ; and this may be done 
very cbnfiftently with all the duties I have been re- 
cbmmeiicting. 

As for thofe men that limit not their recreations 
to ftated hours ; who muft have them, not to fit 
them for their work, but to pleafe their voluptuous 
humour, fuch fenfualifts have need to ftudy the na- 
ture 
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turc of chriftianity better ; to learn the danger of 

* living after the flefli,' and to get more mortifica^ 
tion and felf-denial before they preach to others. If 
you muft have your pleafiires, you ihould not have 
pilt yourfelves into a calling which requires you to 
make God and his fdrvice your pleafurc, and which 
retrains you fo much from carnal gratifications. 
Do you not know that the chriftian warfare coflj^ 
fifteth in the combat between the fle(h and the 
fpirit ? That the very dUfference between a chriftian 
and a wicked man is, that the one ' lives after the 

fpirit, mortifying the deeds of the body,' and the 
other < lives after the ileih ?' and that to owtr^ 
<rome the flefli is the principal part of that vidory, 
on which the crown of life depends? If notwith- 
ftanding this you muft have your pleafures, then for 
ihame give over preaching of the gofpel and the 
profelBon of chriftianity, and profefs yourfelves to 
be what you are ; for as you * fow to the flefli, fo 
' of the flefli fliall you receive the wages of cor- 

* ruption.' Does fuch an one as Paul fay, * I 
^ keep under my body and bring it into fubje6lion 
^ left, that by any means, when I have preached 

* toothers, I rayfelf fliould be caft away?' And 
have not fuch fmners al we are need to do the fame ? 
And have not we much more caufe to fear being 
caft away? — Some recreation is undoubtedly law- 
ful, namely fuch as tends to fit us for our work. 
But for a man to be fo far in love with his plea^ 

fures 
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fures as, for the fake of them to wade his preciouc 
.timcy and negle& the work of God for men's faU 
vatLon, (efpecially to plead for this as neceflary) is 
a degree of wickednefs inconfiilent with the fidelity 
of a common chriftian ; much more with that of a 
chriftian Minifter. Su<>h wretches as are * lovers 
• of pl«afure more than lovers of God,' are more 
4kt to be caft out of chriftian communion^ than to 
be the chief in the church ; * from ^fbch' we are 
commanded *to turn away.' 

Recreations for a ftudent, muft be efpecially for 
the exercife of his Body; iince he has continually 
before him a variety of delights to the Mind: and 
they muft be ufed, as whetting is by the Mower, 
only as far as is neceflary to his work. 

Let it be further confidered ; The bufinefs I am 
recommending is not of fuch a nature as is likely 
much to impair our health. It is true, it muft be 
ferious ; but it will not fo much fpepd our fpirits, 
as excite and revive them. M^n can talk all the 
day long about other matters, without any preju- 
dice to their health: why then may not we talk 
with men about their falvation without any great 
detriment to ours ? J only mean on the fuppofition 
that we have a tolerable meafure of health and 
Hrengtlu — But, fuppoling the worft ; let me afk. 
What have we our time and flrength for but to 
lay them out for God? What is a candle made 
£or but to be burnt ? Burnt and wafted we muft 

be; 
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be ; and is it not more reafonable that it (hould be 
in lighting men to heaven, and in working for 
God, than in living to the flefli ? How little dif-- 
ference is there between the pleafure of a long life 
and a (hort one, when both are at an end ! What 
comfort will it be to you at death, that you length* 
ened your life by (hortening your work ? Our life 
is to be eftimated according to the end and bufi- 
nefs of it ; not according to the mere duration. 
He that works much, lives much. What Seneca 
faid of a drone, may be applied to an indolent mi- 
nifter, Ihi -jacet^ non ibt vivit; et diu fuit^ non dm 
vlxit. Will it ftot comfort us more at death to 
review a fliort time faithfully fpent, than a long 
life unfaithfully ? 

As for vifits and civilities, if they can anfwer 
greater ends than out minifterial employments, you 
may break the fabbath, or forbear preaching for 
them. But if not, how dare you make them a 
pretence for neglefting any other duty ? Mull God 
wait on your friends ? What though they are Gen- 
tlemen or Lords, muft they be ferved before Him ? 
Or is their difpleafure or cenfure more to be 
feared than his ? It will be but a poor cxcufe at 
the laft day for neglefting men's falvation, " that 
fuch a gentleman, or fuch a friend would have taken 
it ill had you not waited on them." * If you yet 

* feek to pleafe men, you are no longer the fer- 

* vants of Chrift.' He that dares to wafie his time 

H in 
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in compliments, little confiders what he has to do 
with it. Oh that I could but improve my time 
according to my convidion of its importance ! 
He that hath looked death in the face as often as I 
have done, will know how to value it. I profefs 
I am aftoniflied at thofe minifters that can find 
time to hunt, or flioot, or bowl, or ufe other re- 
creations two or three hours, yea days together ! — 
that can fit an hour at once in vain difcourfe, and 
fpend whole days in complimental vifits, or jour- 
neys to the fame purpofe ! Good Lord ! what do 
fuch men think on, when fo many fouls about 
them cry for their help, and when the fmalleft 
farifti has work enough to employ all their dili- 
gence, night and day ! If you have no fenfe of the 
worth of fouls ; of the value of that blood which 
was fhed for them, of the glory fet before them, 
and of the mifery to which they are expofed, then 
you are no Chriftians ; and therefore very unfit to 
be Minifters. If you have^ how dare you, like 
idle goffips, chat and trifle away your time, when 
fo many and fuch great works call for it ? 

O precious time ! how fwiftly does it pafs away ! 
how foonwill it be gone! What are the forty years 
of my life that are paft ? Were every day as long as 
a month, methinks it were too fliort for the work 
of a day. Have we not loft time enough in the 
days of our vanity that we have any now to lofe ? 
Never do I come to a dying man, who is not ut- 
terly 
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terly ftupid, but he better fees the worth of time 
than others generally do. O then, if they could 
call time back again, how loud would they call ! 
What would they give for it ! Can we then afford 
to trifle it away ? Is it poflible that a man of any 
true compaflion and honefty, or any concern about 
his miniderial duty, or any fenfe of the ftri£):ners 
of his account, fhould have time to fpare for idlc- 
nefs and vanity ? May a phyfician in the time of 
the plague take any more relaxation than is necef* 
fary for his life and health, when fo many are ex- 
pefting his help in a cafe of life or death ? If his 
pleafure be not worth n^n's lives, certainly yours 
is not worth men's fouls. 

Do not reply, " This is a hard faying, who 
can bear it ? God does not require minifters to make 
drudges of themfelves." Surely thofe men are 
not likely to honour God, and promote his fer- 
vice, who have fuch bafe thoughts of it ; nor can 
they delight in holinefs who account it a flavifli 
work. Our Lord fays, * He that denieth not him- 

* felf, and taketh not up his crofs to follow him, 

• cannot be his difciple.' But thefe men count it 
a flavery to labour hard in his vineyard, at a time 
when they have all accommodations and encourage- 
ments. If they had feen the diligence of Chrift in 
doing good, when he negledied his meat to talk 
with one woman, and when he was fo zealous in 
preaching as to * have no time to eat bread,' they 

H 2 would 
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would have been of the fame mind with his carnal 
friends who went to lay hold of him, and faid ^ he 
• ^ is befide^ himfelf.' If they had feen him all day 
in preaching and healing, and * all night in prayer 
< to God/ they would have told him that he made 
a ilave of himfelf, and that God did not require fo 
much ado. I cannot but advife fuch men to fearch 
their own hearts, and inquire whether they un- 
feignedly believe that word they preach. If you 
jdo Sirs, how can you think any labour too much 
for fuch weighty ends? If you do not, fay fo, and 
get you out of the vineyard: go with the prodigal 
to keep fwine, and do not undertake the feeding of 
Chrift's flock. 

Do you not know that it is your own benefit you 
grudge at ? The more you do, the more you re- 
ceive : the more you lay out, the more you have 
coming in. The exercife of grace ncreafes it. 
And is it a flavery to be more with God, and to 
receive more from him, than other men? It is the 
chief folace of a gracious foul to be doing good, and 
receiving good by doing it. Hereby alfo we are 
preparing for fuller receivings hereafter. We put 
out our talents to ufury, and by improving them, 
fliall make five become ten. They who efteem 
the fervice of God as flavery, jufl:ify the profane 
who look upon all diligent godlinefs in that light, 
and hereby aggravate their fin: and while they thus 
debafe the work of the Lord, they do but debafe 

themfelves. 
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themfelves^ and prepare for a greater abafement at 
laft. 

IV. Perhaps fome may fugged "that if we 
make fuch fevcre laws for minifters, the church 
will foon be left without them, as few j^arentsr 
will choofe fuch a burden for their children, and 
many will be difcou raged from undertaking it.'' 

I anfwer; the carnal and felf feeking may be- 
difcouragedy but not thofe that thirft after the win- 
ning of foulsy who are devoted to the fervice of 
God and have ^ taken up the crofs to follow the 
* Lamb.' Chrift would not forbear telling the 
world of the abfolute neceffity of felf-denial for 
fear of difcouraging men from his fervice, but on 
the contrary declares that he will have none but fuck 
as will fubmit to it, and that thofe who will not come 
on thefe terms may go their way, and fee whether 
he wants their fervice more than they want his pro- 
te£iion and favour. — Thefe laws which you call 
feyere, are not ours, but what Chrift has made and 
impofed. If I fliould conceal or mif- interpret them,, 
that would not relax them, nor excufe you. He who 
made them knew why he did it, and will expe£l 
the performance of them. And he will take care 
for a fupply of paftors. He has the fulnefs o£ 
the fpirit, and therefore can give men hearts to 
do the duty he has impofed. He that has under- 
H 3 taken 



Digitized by 



tgo Oppofition muji not dif courage Part II. 

taken the work of our redemption, will not lofe all 
his labour for want of inftruments to carry on his 
work. He will provide his people with * paftors 

* after his own heart, who fliall feed them with 

* knowledge who will * feek not theirs, but 
' them ; and willingly fpend and be fpent for their 

* fake.' What do you think that Chrift can have 
no fervants, if fuch as you with Demas ^ for- 

* fake him and turn to the prefent world?' If you 
diflike his fervice you may feek a better where you 
can find it, and boaft of your gain in the conclu- 
fion; but do not threaten him with the lofs. Look 
to yourfelves as well as you can, and tell me at 
the hour of Death, or at the Judgment-day,' who 
had the better bargain ; whether Chrift had more 
need of you, or you of him. It will not ferve 
your turn to run out of the vineyard, on pretence 
that you cannot do the work ; he can follow you 
and overtake you, as he did Jonah, with fuch a 
ftorm as fhall lay you ^ in the belly of hell.' To- 
tally to caft off duty becaufe you cannot endure to 
be faithful in the performance of it, will prove 
but a poor excufe at laft. 

V. But the ftrongeft objeftion of all feems to 
be that few people will fubmit to be fo freely 
dealt with by their minifters, but will make a fcorn 
at our motion." 
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It cannot be denied, that too many people arc 
obftinate in their wickcdnefs ; that * fimple ones 

* love fimplicity, that fcorners delight in fcorning, 

* and that fools hate knowledge.* But I wifti it 
were not too much owing to minifters, that a great 
part of our people are fo obftinate and contemptu- 
ous. If we did but fliine and burn before them as we 
ought ; were our fermons and our lives more con- 
vincing; did we fet ourfelves to do all the good 
we could do ; were we more humble and meek, 
more loving and charitable ; and did we let theni 
fee that we do but little efteem any worldly things 
in comparifon with their falvation, much more 
might be done than is done ; the mouths of many 
would be flopped, and the wicked would be more 
tradable and calm. — However, the worfe they 
arc, the more are they to be pitied, and the 
more diligent fhould we be for their recovery. 
Their wilfulnefs will not excufe us from our duty. 
If we do not offer them our help, how do we know 
who will refufe it ? Offering it is our p ^rt ; accept^i- 
ing is theirs. If we offer it not, we leave them ex- 
cufable, becaufe then they do not refufe it ; but 
we leave ourfelves without excufe. If they refufe 
our help when it is offered, we have done our part 
and delivered our own fouls. But if fome refufe 
it, others will accept it ; and the fuccefs, with re* 
gard to them, may be fuch as to reward all our 
labour, though it were much more. All are not 

H 4 wrought 
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wrought upon by public preaching ; but we muft 
not therefore give it over as unprofitable. In a 
word, there is nothing from God or from right 
reafon to make us backward to any part of our 
work; though from the world, the flelh,and the devil, 
we fliall have much, and perhaps more than we 
yet expeS. But if, againft all temptations and dif- 
ficulties, wc have recourfe to God, and look on 
liis great obligations on one fide, and the hopeful 
efiedlfi and rewards on the other, we fliall find but 
little caufe to draw back or faint 

* The author, in his preface to the 2d Edition, hat a re- 
markable paflage concerning his own experience on this head. 
** I find (fays he) that we never took the righteH courfe to 
demoliQi the kingdom of darknefs till now. I wonder at my* 
felf that I was kept from fo dear and exceUent a duty fo long. 
But the cafe was with me, as I fuppofe it is with others : I was 
convinced of my duty, but my apprehenlions of it were too 
fmall, and the diiHcuIties of it too great. Thus was I detained 
in delays, which I bcfecch the Lord of mercy to forgive. 
Whereas upon trial, I find the difficulties to be nothing to what 
I imagined; ani I experience the benefits and comforts of the 
work to be fuch, that I would not wifli to have negle£led it, for 
all the riches in the world. We fpend Monday and Tuefday 
(from the morning almoft to night) in the work ; taking about 
fifteen or fixteen families in a week, that we may go through 
the parifli (in which there are above eight hundred) in a year. 
And I cannot fay that one family hath yet refufed to come to 
me ; or that many perfons have fhifted it off. And with re- 
gard to moftof them that come, I find more outward figns of 
fuccefs than firom all my preaching to them." 

VI. But 
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VI. But to all that I have faid^ many will an- 
fwer, " You build too much on PauVs teaching^ 
from houfe to houfe, and other paffages of the, 
fame kind. Thofe times, when the churches were 
firft planting, required more diligence than ours: 
Ihew us fome paflage of fcripture which requires 
from us all that you have prefcribcd ; and efpe- 
cially which obliges us to fet apart two days in the 
week for it." I reply 

1. I do not make it a minifter's duty abfoluteiy 
to go up and down from houfe to houfe to each- 
pexfon in the parifti, or of his charge ; nay, I would 
not fb much as advife you to this without neceflity r 
but firft call the people to come to you at your own 
houfe, or at the Veftry, or wherever you pleafe,, 
fo that you will but give them that perfonal inftruc- 
tion, on a proper inquiry into their ftates, which, 
their circumftances require. And then go to thofc. 
that will not come to you,, if they will confent ta 
it, and if you are able. For my own part, I can* 
not go from houfe to houfe without the apparent 
hazard of my life. And I think it more for the 
people's benefit to. accuftom them to attend their 
paftor, (and it is much more for his) than for him. 
to hunt up and. down after them, fcarcely knowing.; 
where or when. But men's obftinacy may make 
that neceffary which is inconvenient. 

It is not on thefe texts in queftion, or any 
H 5 Q\!SitXy. 



Digitized by 



^ 4 Private InJtruSftGn Part 1 1 . 

other, that I wholly ground this duty: though 
fuppofing there ^trt no more than the general 
command of * taking heed to all the flock,' 
furely this were fufficient to convince you that 
you fliould take as particular care of every indi- 
vidual as you can. Muft I turn to my Bible to 
Ihew a Preacher where it is written that a man's 
foul is of more worth than a world ? Or that 
both we and all we have are God's? Or that it 
is inhuman cruelty to let fouls go to hell for fear 
wc and our families (hould live fomewhat the har- 
der? In a word, the queftion is, Whether you are 
not bound to do the beft you can to fave the fouls 
of all your people? Do this and I defire no more. 
But do you think in your confcience that you do 
the beft you can, if you negle£l to exhort, inftrudl, 
and catechife them ? 

3. To fay the prefent times require lefs diligence 
than the days of the apoftles, favours of a man 
fockt up in a ftudy and unacquainted with the world. 
Good Lord ! Are there fuch multitudes round about 
us who are ignorant of the firft principles of re- 
ligion ? Are there fo many thoufands drowned in 
prefumption, fecurity, and fenfuality ? So many 
drunkards, worldlings, liaters and fcoffers of a 
holy life ? So many dull, ignorant, fcandalous pro- 
feffors } So many troublers, feducers, and dividers 
of the church ? And yet is the happinefs of our 
times fo great that we may excufe ourfelves from 

perfonal 
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perfonal inftruSion as unneceffary ? Look more 
without, and I warrant you that you will not fee 
caufe to fpare your pains for want of work? What 
confcientious minifter finds not work enough to do 
from one end of the year to the other, though he has 
not an hundred fouls to take care of ? It is true 
there are more profeffors of chrifti»nity in our day 
than in tjie apoftle's : but are the ungodly the lefs.. 
miferable for that profeffion, or the more fo ? 

4. As to the objeftion that relates to the propor-^ 
tion of time to be allotted for this work, I anfwer. 
What if God only bids us to * pray without ceafing,* 
will you approve of thofe who negledl pr^yer,^. 
becaufe they are not commanded to pray morning, 
and night, or in the family ? Set times arc as^ need-, 
ful for theconftant performance of this duty, as 
for your private or family duties, your le<Slure$ or 
your ftudies. When you have Ihewed me a writ* 
ten. precept for thefe, or for preaching twice on thft- 
Lord's-day, then I will fliew you more than one. 
for the things in quediopt However^ I prefume 
not toimpofe an unneceffary tafk on any, but leave ^ 
it to your prudence to difcern and determine the 
Seafons and other circmftances of your.dutjr. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Mtfcellaneous Dire^fions refpeSfing the whole mint^ 
fterial Work *. 

HAVING fpoken of the matter of our 
work, we are next to fpeak of the man- 
ner ; not of each part diftinftly, but of the whole 
in general. Here take the following diredions. 

I. Through the whole courfe of your miniftry 
infift moft upon the greateft, moft certain, and 
moft neceflary things. 

I f we can but teach Chrift to our people, we 
teach them all. Get them well to heaven, and 
they will have knowledge enough. The plaineft, 
and moft commonly acknowledged truths, are what 
men live moft upon ; thefe are the great inftruments 
in deftroying fin, and in raifing the heart to God. 
We fhould always have our people's neceflities in 
our eye. To remember that * One thing is need- 
^ ful,' will take us oiF from needlefs ornaments, and 
unprofitable controverfies. Many other things are 

• N. B. « The fins of minifters,'* which the author had 
pointed out in a diftinft feries of particulars, are introduced in 
thit ; ai many of the thoughts in ^oth neceflanly coincided. 

defirabic 
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defirable to be known, but thefe muft be known, or 
elfe our people are undone for ever. Neccflity 
fhould be the great difpofer of a minifter's ftudies 
and labours. If we were fufEcient for every thing, 
we might undertake every thing, and take in order 
the whole Encyclopedia. But life is fliort and we 
are dull. Eternal things are neceiTary, and the 
fouls which depend on our teaching are precious. 

I confefs that neceflity has been the conductor of 
my ftudies, and my life. It choofes what books I 
fhall read, and when, and how long. It choofes 
my text and makes my fermon, both for matter 
and manner, as far as I can keep out my own cor- 
ruptions. Though I know that the conftant ex- 
pe6tation of death has been a great caufe of this with 
regard to myfelf, yet I fee no reafon why the moft 
healthful man (hould not make fure of the neceiTa* 
ries firft ; confidering the fhortnefs and uncertainty 
of all men's lives. Who can, either in ftudy, 
preaching, or life, be employed about foreign mat- 
ters, when he knows that this or that muft be 
done ? As the foldier fays, Non diu dlfputandum^ 
Jed celeriter et forftier dtmicandum uii urget necfffitas^ 
fo much more may we, as our buiinefs is more 
important. Doubtlefs this is the beft way to redeem 
time, to fpend it only on neceflary things : and I 
think it is the way to be moft profitable to others ; 
though not always to be moft pleafingand applaud- 
ed y becaufe through men's frailty, that is too true 

which 
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which Seneca complains of. Nova potius miratnur 
quam magna, 

A preacher muft be often upon the fame things, 
becaufe the matters of neceflity are few. This we 
fhould not avoid, tafatisfy fuch as look for novel- 
tics, though we ftiould clothe the fame neceffaries 
with a grateful variety, in the manner of our deli- 
vering them. Neceffaries are common and obvi- 
ous ; for fuperfluities we may wafte our time and 
labour, and often to no purpofe. The great vo- 
lumes and tedious controverfies that fo much trou- 
ble us and wafte our time, are ufually made up 
more of opinion than neceffary truths*. — You 
would choofe thofe authors to read for yourfelves, 
which tell you what you know not, and treat of 
the moft neceffary things in the cleareft manner, 
though it be in the moft barbarous language, rather 
than thofe which moft learnedly, and in the moft 
elegant language, tell you that which is falfe and 
vain, et magno conatu nihil dicere t ? And furely you 

Neceffitas brevibas clauditur ternunis; Opinio nullisi. 

FlCINUS. 

+ Sum qui fcirc volant co fine tantum ut fcfant, ct tur-. 
pit curiofitas eft : et fqat qui fcire volant at fcientiam foam 
vendant; et turpis qaaeftut eft: funt qui fcire volant at 
fciantur ipfi, et turpis vanitas..eft: fed funt qui (cire volant 
ut zdificcntur; et prudentia eft: et funt quoque qui fcire 
volant ut sedificeot; et Cbaritas eft. 

Berma&d, Serxn. iaCant. s6. 
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Chap. IX. Plain Language recommended. 159 

fhould a£l on the fame principle in teaching other 
men, as in ftudying for yourfelf. They are com- 
monly empty, ignorant men, deftitute of the mat- 
ter and fubftance of true learning, who are over 
curious about words and ornaments ; who afFcft to 
be efteemed what they are not, having no other 
way to procure that efteem ; whereas the oldeft, 
moft experienced, and moft learned men, abound 
in fubftantial verities, ufually delivered in the 
plaineft drefs. 

II. All our teaching fhould be as plain and 
intelligible as we can make it. 

This beft fuits a teacher's ends. He that would 
be underftood, muft make it his iujinefs to be un- 
derftood, by fpeaking to the capacities of his hear- 
ers. Truth loves the light, and is moft beautiful 
when moft naked. He is an enemy that hides the 
truth ; and he is a hypocrite who does this under a 
pretence of revealing it. Highly ornamented fer- 
mons are like painted glafs in windows, which 
keeps out the light, and are too often the marks of 
hypocrify. If you would not teach men, what do 
you in the pulpit ? If you would, why do you not 
fpeak fo as to be underftood ? For a man purpofe- 
ly to cloud his matter in ftrange words, and hide 
his mind from the people whom he pretends to in- 
ftrufl, is the way to make fools admire his pro- 
found 



Digitized by 



l6o Different Cafes require differentTreatment, Parti I*. 



found learning, but wife men, his folly, pride, and- 
hypocrify. — Some perfons purpofcly conceal their 
fentiments, through a pretence of neceffity, be- 
caufe of men's prejudices, and the unpreparednefs . 
of common underftandings to receive the truth. 
But truth overcomes prejudice by mere light of 
evidence. There is no better way to make a good 
caufe prevail, than to make it as plain and as tho- 
roughly underftood as we can ; this will properly 
difpofe an unprepared mind. He that is not able 
to deliver his matter plainly to others (I mean as 
plainly as the nature of it will bear, and fuppofing 
them to have capacities for underftanding it) (hews, 
that he has not well digefted it himfelf. 

III. We fliould always fuit our inftruSions, 
and our behaviour, to the capacities and circum-. 
ftances of tbofe with whom we have to do. 

Our work muft be carried on prudently, orderly, 
and by degrees. Milk muft go before ftrorig meat. 
The foundation muft be laid before we can build 
upon it. Children muft not be dealt with as men 
at age. A. perfon muft be brought into a ftate of 
grace before we can expeS from him the works of 
grace. The ftewards of God's houfehold muft 
* give to each their portion in due feafon.' Wc 
muft not go beyond the capacities of our people, 
nor teach them the perfedion, who have not learnt 

the 
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the principles, — There muft be a prudent mix- 
ture of fcverity and mildnefs, both in our preach- 
ing and difcipline : each muft be predominant ac- 
cording to the quality of the perfon, or the matter 
we have in hand. If there be no feverity, our re- 
proofs will be defpifed; if it be all feverity, we 
ihall be efteemed ufurpers of dominion. 

IV. Every part of our work muft be managed 
with great humility* 

Pride is one of the moft heinous^ and yet one 
of our moft palpable flns. It difcovers itfelf in 
many by their drefs : it choofes their cloth and their 
fafliion, and drefles their hair and their habit ac- 
cording to the tafte. And I wifli this were all^ or 
the worft: but alas how frequently does it go with 
us to our ftudies ! How often does it choofe our 
fubjedy and how much oftener our words and 
ornaments ! Sometimes it puts in toys and trifles 
under a pretence of laudable embellifhments, and 
often pollutes inftead of polifliing. It makes us 
fpeak to our people what they do not underftand, 
[merely to difplay our learning.] It takes off the 
edge of adifcourf(^under a pretence of filing off the 
roughnefs and fuperfluity. If we have a plain and 
cutting paflTage, it throws it away as too riiftical or 
ungrateful. Now though our matter be of God, if 
our dreiling and manner and end be from Satan (as 

is 
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is the cafe when pride has the ordering of it) we 
have no great reafon to expedl fuccefs. Yet thus 
does pride make many a man's fermon. And when 
they have compofed the difcourfe, it goes with them 
into the pulpit ; it forms their tone, it animates their 
delivery, it takes them off from what would he 
difpleafing, and directs them in the purfuit of vain 
applaufe. In fhort, indead of feeking God's glory, 
and denying themfelves, it makes them, both in 
ftudying and preaching, to feek themfelves and deny 
God. When they fliould alk, What fhall I fay, 
and how fliall I fay it, to pleafe God beft, and do 
moft good," pride makes them afk, " What fliall 
I fay, and how fliall I deliver it, to be thought a 
learned, able preacher, and to be applauded by all 
that hear me ?" When the fermon is done, pride 
goes home with them, and makes them more eagdr 
to know whether they were applauded, than whether 
they did any good to the fouls of men. Were it 
not for fliame, they could willingly alk people how 
they liked them, to extort their commendations. 
If they perceive that they are highly thought of, 
they rejoice as having attained their end : if not, 
they are difpleafed, as having loft the prize. 

But this is not all : fome minifters are fo fet upon 
a popular air, and having the higheft place in the 
efteem of men, that they envy the abilities and 
names of their brethren who are preferred to them ; 
as if all were taken from their praife, that is given. 

to 
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to another's, and as if God had beftowed his gifts 
upon them as the mere ornaments of their perfons, 
that they might walk as men of reputation in the 
world; and as if all the gifts of other minifters 
were to be trodden down and vilified, if they fliould 
ftand in the way of their honour. Strange ! that 
one workman fhould malign another, becaufe he 
helps him to do his matter's work ! Yet how com- 
mon is this heinous crime among men of ability 
and eminence in the church! They will fecretly 
blot the reputation of fuch as oppofe their own, 
and will at leaft raife fufpicions, where they can- 
not faften accufations. Nay, fome go fo far as to 
be unwilling that any minifters abler than themfelves 
fhould come into their pulpits, left they fhould be 
applauded above themfelves. It is a furprifing thing 
that any man who has the leaft fear of God, fhould 
fo envy his gifts in others, as that he had rather his 
carnal hearers fhould remain unconverted, than that 
they fhould be converted by another perfon who 
may be preferred to himfelf. Yet this fin does fo 
prevail, that it is difficult to get two minifters to 
live together in love and quietnefs, unanimoufly to 
carry on the work of God : unlefs one of them be 
greatly inferior to the other, and content to be 
fo efteemed, and to be governed by him, they are 
contending for precedency, envying each other's in- 
tereft, and behaving with ftrangenefs and jealoufy 
towards one another, to the fhame of their profef^ 
fion, and the injury of their congregations. Nay, 

fa 
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fo great is the pride of foroc ininifters, that when 
they might have an equal affiftant, to further the 
work of God, they had rather take all the burden 
upon themfelves, though more than they can bear, 
than that any fliould fliare with them in their ho- 
nour, or left they (hould diminifh their own inter- 
eft in the people. 

It is owing to pride that many minifters mak& 
fo little proficiency : they are too proud to learn. 
It is through pride alfo that men fo magnify their 
own opinions, and are as cenforious of any that 
differ from them in leffer things, as if their fenti- 
ments i>vere the rules of the churches faith. While 
we cry down papal infallibility, too many of us 
would be Popes ourfelves, and would have every 
thing determined by our judgments, as if we were 
infallible. And fo high are our fpirits, that when 
any reprove or contradict us, (though not without 
fufficient reafon) we are commonly impatient both 
of the matter and the manner. We love the man 
that will fay as we fay, and promote our reputation,, 
though in other refpeSs he be lefs worthy our 
efteem : but he is ungrateful to us, who differs from, 
us, and contradids us, and plainly tell us of our 
faults ; efpecially in relation to our public per-, 
formances. Many, through their pride, imagine 
that all thofe perfons defpife them who do not ad- 
mire all they fay, and fubmit to their judgments ia 
the moft palpable miftakes. Thus have they dif- 
honoured themfelves by idolizing their honour, and 

publicly 
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publicly proclaimed their own fliame. From pride 
proceed all the envy, contention, and unpeaceable- 
nefs of minifters, which are the hinderances to all 
reformation : all would lead, but few will follow 
or concur. Yea, hence proceed fchifms and apo- 
ftacies, as did former perfecutions, arrogant ufur- 
pations, and impofitions. In fhort, it is pride at 
the root that nouriflies ail our other fins, and this 
virtually contains them all. 

Give me leave, brethren, to expodulate with you 
and my own heart with regard to this fin, that we 
may fee the evil of it and be reformed. Pride is 
the fin of devils ; the firft born of hell ; it is that 
wherein the devil's image does principally confift. 
It is an intolerable evil in a man that is fo much 
engaged againft him as we are. Pride ill becomes 
thofe that are to lead men in fuch an humble way 
to heaven. We had need to take care, left when 
we have brought others thither, the gate (hould 
prove too ftraight for'ourfelves. God, who thruft 
out a proud angel, will not there entertain a proud 
preacher as fuch. The very defign of the gof- 
pel tends to felf-abafement. The work of grace 
is begun and carried on in humiliation. Humility 
is not the mere ornament of a chriftian, but it is an 
eflential part of the new creature. All that will be 
-Chrift's difciples muft come to him and learn of him : 
their leflbn is, to be * meek and lowly in heart.' 
How many admirable precepts and examples has 

our 
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our Lord and mafter given us to this end ! Can we 
once conceive of him as wafliing and wiping his 
fervants feet, and yet be haughty and domineering ! 
Shall he converfe with the meaneft, and (hall we 
avoid them as contemptible, and think none but 
the rich and honourable fit for our fociety ! Many 
of us are oftener found in the houfes of gentlemen, 
than in the poor cottages of fuch as moft need our 
help ; as if we had taken the charge only of the fouls 
of the rich. Methinks we fliould remember our title 
as Ministers, [which fignifies fervantsJ^ We 
fliould not fpeak 'proudly or difrefpeSfuIly to any, 
but fhould carry ourfclves meekly and courteoufly 
to all, remembering that we are obliged to be 
* the fervants of all.' We fliould not be ftrange 
to the pooreft and meaneft of the flock, but 
fliould * condefcend to men of low eftate,' as our 
equals in Chrift. Familiarity improved to holy 
ends is neceflary, and may do abundance of good ; 
and furely a kind winning carriage is a very cheap 
way of doing it. We fliould fo teach others, as 
to be ready to learn of any ; thus we may both 
teach and learn at once * : not proudly venting 

* We may fay of rainiftcrs in general what Augujiint faid 
of the aged of them; " Etfi magis dccet docere quam dif- 
cere,-inagis tamen dccet difccrc quam ignotare." 

" Ab omnibus libenter difcc quod tu nefcis: quia humi- 
litas commune tibi facere poteft, quod natura cuique proprium 
fecit, fapienter omnibus eris, fi ab omnibus difcere volueris : 
qui ab omnibus accipiunt, omnibus ditiores funt,*' Hugo. 

our 
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our own conceits, and difdaining all that any way 
contradift them, as if we, having attained the 
height of knowledge, were deftined to jfie chair, 
and all other men were to fit at our feet. 

Alas, brethren ! what is it that we have to be fo 
proud of ? Of our bodies ? They are made of 
the fame materials as the meaneft of our fellow- 
creatures. Is it of our graces ? The more we are 
ptoud of them, the lefs have we to be proud of, 
fince much of the nature of grace is in humility. 
Is it of our learning and abilities ? Surely, if we 
have any knowledge at all, we muft know much 
reafon to be humble. If we know more than 
others, we muft know more reafon to be humble 
than they do. But how little is it that the moft 
learned know, in comparifon with what they are 
ignorant of ! And to know how ignorant we are, 
and how far things are beyond our reach, one would 
imagine, could be no great caufe of pride. 

It is our very bufmefs to preach humility ; it is 
therefore very unfit that we (hould be proud. Muft 
we ftudy and preach humility, and muft we not pof- 
fefs and praftice it ? A proud preacher of humility, 
is at leaft a felf-condemning man. And I befeech 
you to confider, whether it will fave us to fpeak 
ivell of the grace we do not poffefs ; whether fm- 
cerity can confift with allowed pride, and whether 
we can be faved without humility, any more than 
without temperance or chaftity. 

Confider 
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Confider further, brethren, I befeech you, what 
baits there are in the minifterial office, to entice to 
vanity, and what temptations to pride lie in our 
way, th*at you may be more upon your guard 
againft it. What a fnare may it prove, to have 
the fame of godly men^ and of learned zealous 
preachers! How pleafmg is it to have the people 
crowd to hear us, and to be able to command their 
judgments and afFeftions ! Efpecially to be renown- 
ed through the land for the higheft fpiritual excel- 
lencies! To have the people plead for us as their 
felicity, and call us the pillars of the church of 
God, and their fathers, * the chariots and horfe- 
* men of Ifrael !' Alas ! brethren, a little grace 
will ferve to make you join with the forwarded 
of thofe men that have thefe inducements ; nay 
pride may do it without any fpecial grace *. O 
therefore be jealous of yourfelves, and in all your 
ftudies be fyre to ftudy humility. * He that ex- 
' alieih himfelf fliall be brought low : whereas 

* A Jcfuit, who had been employed twenty years in the 
miffions of Canada, owned privately to his friend, that, while 
he did not believe in the being of a God, he had faced death 
twenty times for the fake of the religion which he preached to 
the favages with great fucceCs. His friend, hereupon, repre- 
fcntcd to him the inconfiflcncy of hiz zeal : ** Ah I" replied 
the miffionary, you have no idea of the pleafure which is felt 
in commanding the attention of twenty thoufand people, 
and in perfaading them to what we believe not ourfelves«" 
D'Al £ M B BT's Account of the Jefuits, £d« 
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< he that humbled himfelf fhall be exalted.' I 
commonly obferve, that almoft all men, both good 
and bad> toathe the proud/ and love the humble ; 
fo far does pride defeat its own ends. We have 
caufe to be the more jealous of ourfelves, becaufe 
pride is a vice which is mod deeply rooted in us^ 
and with as much difficulty as any extirpated from 
the fouL 

. V. In every Ipart of our work, we fhould be 
ferious, affediofiatey zealous, and reverent. 

' The importance of our matter condemns coId« 
• nefs and flcepy dulnefs. Our fpirits ihould be well 
awakened, that we may be fit to awaken others. 
If our words be not fharp and piercing, they will 
hardly.be felt by fiony hearts. To fpj^ flightly 
and coldly about heaveoly things, is as bad as to 
fay nothing tiitm. 

All our work muft be managed rbveremti^y, 
as becomes Aem that believe the prcfence of 
God ; not treating holy things as if they were 
common. The more of God appears in our du- 
ties, the more attthoriiy will they have with men. 
Reverence is that affedlion of the foul which pro- 
ceeds from deep apprehenfions of God, and de- 
notes that the mind is much converfant with him. 
To manifeft irreverence about the things of God, 
is fo far to manifeft hypocrify, and that the heart 

I agrees 
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agrees not with the tongue^ I know not how it is 
with other perfons ; but the tnoft reverent preacher, 
who fpeaks as if he faw the face of God, does 
more affefi my lieart, though with common words, 
than an irreverent man with the mod accurate pre- 
parations, though he bawl it out with ever fo much 
feemii^ earneftnefs. If reverence be not equal to 
fervency, it has but little efFed. Of all preaching 
in the world I hate that moft which tends to make 
the hearers laugh, or to affed their minds with 
fuch levity as stage-plays do, inftead of aiFed- 
ing them with an holy reverence of the name of 
God *• We Ihould fuppofe, when wc draw neat 
him in holy things, that we faw the throne of God, 
and the millions of glorious angels attending him, 
that we may be awed with his majefty, left we 
profane his fervice and take his name in vain. 

VI. All our work (hould be done spiritual* 
LT ; as by mtn poflefled of the Holy Ghoft, and 
aAuated by him. 

* Docente in ecclefia te, ood clamor popuK, fed genicnt 
ftticitetur: Lacrymae auditorom laodct toe fonu Jsaoii. 

" It will fpoil all our admonitions to fpcak of things iinmo* 
^ ral in a ludicrous jelling way. They judge very ill tint 

think the progrefs of fin is to be flopped by « laugh or 
«« a jeft. This is certainly a jtjiing wkkk is not cmwemaU.** 
£ph. V. 4. Wright m tie Deceit/ubufs tfSm^ p« fiog* 
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We fhould be men that ' iavour the things of 
^ the fpirit.' There is in fome men's preaching a 
fpiritual drain which fpiritual hearers can difcern 
and relifli ; whereas in others, this facred tindure 
18 fo wanting, that even when they fpeak of fpiri- 
tual things, the manner is fuch as if they were 
common matters. Our evidence and ornaments 
ought to be fpiritual: rather borrowed from the 
fcriptures (with a cautious fubfervient ufe of human 
writings) than from the authority of ArlftoiU^ 
or any other men. < The wifdom of the world' 
muft not be magnified againft ' the wifdom of God.' 
Philofophy muft be taught to JRoof and ferve^ while 
faith bears the principal fway. The great fchplar^ 
in AriftotU's fchool, muft take heed of glorying 
too much in their mafter, and defpifing thofe 
who are beneath them, left they themfelves prove 
lower in the fchool of Chrift, and < leaft in tb^ 
^ kingdom of God,' while they would appear greajt 
in the eyes of men. As wife a man as any of 
them ' would glory in nothing but in the crofs of 

< Chrift, and determined to know nothing but hin^ 

< crucified*.' The moft learned men fliould think 
of this. Let all writers have their 4ue efteem, but 
compare none of them with the word of God. We 

* Deos primo coUegit indoQoi: poft modam philofoplwi, 
et non per oratorei docoit pifcatoio, fed per ptfotoiCf, fubo- 
gitontoret, GaiG. M. Monl. L«88* 
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will not refiife their fcrvice, but we muft abhor 
them as competitors. God is the beft teacher oi 
his own nature and will. It is the flgn of a dif- 
tempered heart, when a perfon lofes the relifh for 
. fcripture excellency. There is in a fpiritual heart 
a connaturality to the word of God, becaufe this 
was the means of his regeneration. The word is 
that feal which made all the holy impreffions that 
are In the hearts of true believers, and ftampt the 
image of Ood upon them ; they muft therefore love 
that word as long as they live. 

VII. The whole of our miniftry muft be c*ricd 
on in^ tender lo vs to our people. 

We muft let them fee that nothing pleafes us 
but what profits them ; that what does them good, 
does us good, and that nothing troubles us more 
than their hqrt. ^* Bifliops (as Jerom fays) are 
** not lords, but fathers and therefore muft be 
affeAed towards their people as their children : yea 
the tendereft love of the mother fhould not fur- 
paf^ theirs. We muft even ' travail in birth for 
^ them till Chrift be formed in them.' We ftiould 
convince them that we care for no outward thing, 
7M>t money, noir liberty, nor credit, nor life itfelf, 
-in comparifon with their fj|tlvatiQn« When your 
people fee that you unfeignedly love them, they 

will 
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will hear any thing, and bear any thing*. Wo 
ourfelves fheuld put up with a blow given us iit 
love, fooner than with a hard word given us in 
anger and malice. Moft men judge of advice^ as 
thej judge of (he affedion of him who gives if* 
O therefore fee to it that you feel a tender love to 
your people in your breads, and let them feel it in 
your fpeeches, and fee it in your cotlduds Let 
them fee that you * fpend and are fpent for their 
* fakes that all you do is not for any ends of 
your own, but for them. To this end, works of 
charity will be neceflaryj as far as your circiim- 
Itances allow. [Of which more hereafter.] 

Be fu re that your love be net carnal,, flowing 
from pride, and that you do not appear as me that 
is a fuitor for himfelf, rather than for Chrift ; who 
loves becaufe he is beloved, or pretends it that ho 
Aay be. Take heed that you do not connive at 
men's fins under, k pretence of love ; for that wert 
to eontradi6k the very nature and ends of it t. 
EriendHiip muft be cecbented by piety. A wicked 
man can be no true friend. If you befriend the 
iins of the wicked, you ihew that are fudi 
yourfelves.' By favouring their fin yoli difcover 
your enmity to God; and then how can you love 
your brother. If you be their beft friends^ help 

* IXlige et die ^odennque volet. A vo^ 
t Amici vitia fi feras, facis tua. Semeca* 
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them againft their word enemies. Pretend not to 
love them if you favour their fins^ and do not feek 
th«r falvation. Do not think all lharpnefs incon- 
fiftent with love. Parents will corre6k their chil- 
dren, and God himfelf, will < chaften every fon 
* that he loveth 

VIII. Take care that your workHy and flefhiy 
intereftsy do not too much prevail againft the into-* 
reft of Chrift and the good of fouls. 

Never be guilty of temporizing for the fake of 
gain. It is one of the greateft reproaches upon the 
miniftry, that fo many of us do fo much fuit them- 
felves to the party that is moft likely to fuit their 
ends, and promote their worldly advantage. This 
often occafions our enemies to fay, that reputation 
Mid preferment are our religion and our reward* 
Ncverl et a regard to your worldly intereft prevent 
your difcharge of any part of your duty, even 
though the moft difagreeable to your people, and 
though it ihould hinder them from paying their 
does. I find, alas) that money is too ftrong an ar-^ 
gument for fome minifters to anfwer, who can 
proclaim * the love of it to be the root of all evil,* 
and ean make long orations on the danger of covet- 

* Melius eft cum fcveritate ^tgere, qqam cum kuitate 
decipere. Aug. 
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oufnefs. If it were fp heinous a fin in Simon Ma^ 
gus to offer to buy the gifts of God with money » 
what muft it be to sell his gifts, his caufe, and 
the fouls of men for money ! and what reafon havQ 
fuch to fear, left * their money perifh with them!' 

Be fure that your concern about your temporal 
intereft, does not prevent your Works of Charity* 
Bare Words will hardly convince mea that you 
have any love to them. Works of charity do mod 
powerfully remove men's prejudices, and open their 
ears to the words of piety. If they fee that you 
are addided to do good^ they will move eafily be* 
lieve that you are good, and that it is good to 
which you would perfuade them* Go to the poor 
to fee what they want, and at once ihew your cora<- 
paflion to foul and body. Buy them catechifms 
and other fmall books that are likely to do them 
good. Stretch your purfe to the utmod of your, 
power, and do all the good you can. I would 
put no one upon extremes : it is doubtlefs every 
man's duty to * provide for thofe of his own houfe.' 
But minifters ihould educate their children as other 
perfons in low circumflances do, that they may be 
able to get their own livings in fome honeft trade 
or employment, without other great provifion. 
You are bound to educate them fo as they may be 
capable of doing the moft fervice for God; but 
not to leave them rich. You Ihbuld not forbear 
neceflary works of charity, merely to make a larger 
I 4 provifioa 
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provifion for them. A truly charitable felf-denying 
heart, that hath devoted itfelf and -all it hath to 
God, wotild be the beft judge of due proportions ; 
would fee which way of expence is likely to do 
God the greateft fcrvicc^ and would cheerfully take 
that. 

I would not have men lie under temptations to 
inContinency — ^but if minifters muft marry, they 
ihould marry fuch as can maintain themfelves and 
their children, and fo devote as miich as they can 
of the churches means, to the churches fervice. 
But in this cafe, flefli and blood make even good 
men fo partial, that they fometimes look upon du» 
ties, and duties of great importance, to be extremes. 
The ilefh will tell us that we muft have a compe- 
tency ; and many pious men's competency is but 
little below the rich man's rates. If they be not 
clothed with the beft, and fare not * fumptuoufly 

* every day,' they have not a competency. Bre- 
thren, think not of being rich. * Seek not great 

* things for yourfelves,' or your pofterity. A man 
that preaches an immortal crown of glory, muft 
not feek much after tranfitory vanity. He that 
teaches others the contempt of riches, muft himfelf 
contemn them, and fhew it by his life. He that 

* The author here has a paflage in &voar of celibacy, wKkb 
vas thouglit indefcftfible, and thcTcfoie is in this edition 
onutted. 
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recmninends felf-demal ,i^nd mortificatiofi, mafi 
praAife thefe Mm^f in the eyes of the worlds if 
he would have his deArine profper. All chrifti- 
ans, with all they have^ ate confecrated to thehr 

* mafter's ufe ;* but Minifters, as they are doubly 
devoted to God, are doubly obliged to < honour 

* him .with their fiibftance/ That man who has 
aay thing in the world fo dear to him that he .can- 
not fpare it for Chrift, if he calls for it, is no true 
chriflian. What if you *impoveriih yourfclves to 
do others good, will it be lofs or gain ? If ypu be- 
Iteve that Gdd is your fafcft purfe-bearer, and that 
to expend in his fervice is the greateft ufury, Ihew 
your people that you do believe it. Do not take it 
as an undoing to < make to you friends of the 

* MamnK>n of unrighteoufnefs, and to lay up for 
' yourfelves treafures in heaven,' though you leave 
yourfelves but little on earth. 

A O what abundance of good might minifters do, 
if they would but live m a contempt of the world ; 
the riches, and glories of it, and expend all they 
have for their mafter's ufe! This would unlock 
more heart* for the reception of their doftrine than , 
all their oratory will do. Without this, fingiilarity 
in religion will feera but hypocrify, and perhaps Is . 
nothing more. Though we need not do as th4 
Papifts, who betake theinfelve^ to monafteries, and 
eaft away all their property, yet we muft have nqu . 
thir^ but what vw have for God. The wpi-ld 
I 5 pcirliaps , 



Digitized by 



Google 



Part IL 



perhaps will expeft more from us than we have ; 
but if we cannot anfwer the expeAations of the un- 
reafonable, let us do what we can to anfwer the 
expedations of God, and to fatbfy confcience and 
good men. Thofe that have a large income muft 
increafe their charity in proportion. If you are 
not able to do many ads of charity, (hew that you 
are willing, if you had ability, by doiiig that fort 
of good you can. 

IX. Let me recommend to you the cultivation 
and exercife of Patience as a neceflary concomi* 
tant of your work. 

We muft bear with many abules and injuriet 
from thofe for whom we are doing good. When 
we have ftudied for them and prayed f«r them ; 
when we have exhorted and befought them witk 
all condefcenfion ; when we have given them all 
we are able^ have fpei;it ourfelves them, and 
tendered them as if they h^d been our children, we 
muft expeA that many will requij^e us with fcom, 
hatred, and contempt ; that they Will caft our kind* 
nefs in our ^accs with difdain, and take us for their 
' enemies becaufe we tell them the tru4h and that 
* the more we love them, the lefs (h^l we be be- 
' loved." All this muft be patiently endured, and 
ftill we muft unweariedly hold out in doing them^ 
good} Mn meeknefs inftru£ling thofe that oppofe 

< tbemfelvcsj 
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< themfelveSy if pendyenture God will give them 

< repentance.' Though they fcornfuUy rejed ouc 
teaching, and bid us look to ourfelves, ftill we 
muft perfevere. We have to deal with diftraded 
men, who will fly in the face^f their phyfidan; 
but we muft not therefore negleA the cure. He 
is very unfit to be a phyfician who be driven 
away from a frantic patient by foul words. It 
is not to be expeded that fools fhould make us as 
grateful returns for our care over them as wife men. 
But, alas! how fadly do moft minifters come off 
in this part of their trial!. When finners repjroach 
and flander them for their love,, what heart-rifings 
will there be! How will the remnants of the old 
Adam (pride and paffion) ftruggle againft the 
meeknefs and.patience of the new man ! . 

X. In. all our. work, we fbould be as peace- 
able aa we can: we fhould ftudioufly promote 
union and communion among ourfelves, and the 
unity and (>eace o£ the churd\^s committed to our 
care. 

We muft.be lenfifale how neceflary this is to the 
pjrofperity of the whole church ; the ftrgngthening 
of the common caufe ; . the good of the particular 
members of our flock, and the further enlargement 
f the kingdom of thrift. Minifters therefore fbould 
feel very fenfibly when the church is wouaded« and 
I 6 ibould 
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ihould be fo far from being leaders in divifioiisy that 
they ikoukl confider it as an important part of their 
work to prevent and heal them. They fhould not 
only hearken to motions for unity, but fliould ftudy 
day and night to find out means to clc4e breaches ; 
and fhould alfo pj^opofe and profecute them. In- 
ftead of quarrelling with our brethren, we ihouM 
combine againft the common enemy. 

Moft minifter^ will fpeak for unity and peace'; 
but how feldom do we fee them addi£led to promote 
it! Too commonly they. are jealous of it, and are 
even the inftrunients of divifion. The Paptfts have 
fo long abufed the name of Cath$lie Churchy that 
in oppofition to them, many either put it out of 
their creed, or only retain the name, while they 
underftand not, or confider not the nature of the 
thing, and behave not as members of that body. Of 
the multitude that fay they are of the catholic 
church, it is rare to meet with men of a cathdfc 
fpirit. They do^not duly regard the whaU church, 
but look upon their own party as if that were the 
whole. Moft of them will pray hard for the proT- 
perity of their fed, and rejoice and give thanks 
when it goes well with then>, thinking that ibe bap* 
pinefs of the reft confifts only in turhmg to them : 
but if any other party foffer, they little regard it ; 
as if it were no lofs to the church at all. Nay, be- 
caufe they are not of their mind, they wilh for, 
and arp glad to hear of their fall; imagining that is 

the 
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the vrzj to the churches rifii^. If they differ not 
among themfelveiSy they aie but Jittle troubled at 
differii^ from others, though it be from almoil all 
the chriftian world. The peace of their party they 
take for the peace of the church ; no wonder there- 
fore if they are concerned to carry it no further. 
. Few grow zealous of peace, . till they grow old, 
or have much experience of men*s fpirits and prin* 
cipks, when they fee better the true ftate the 
church and the feveral differences in it ; and then 
they begin to write their Iremicum, to leave behind 
them when they are dead, as witnefles againft a 
wilful, felf-conceited, unpeaceahle world. Many 
of thefe are extant this day *. It often brings a 
man under a fufpicion . either of favouring fome 
herefy, and of needing an indulgence to his own 
errors ; or of having abated his zeal for the truth, 
if he does but attempt a pacificatory work : as if 
there were no zeal neceflary for the great funda- 
mental truths, and for the unity and peace of the 
church, but only for parties, and for fon>e parti- 
cular do£lrines* 

We have as fad divifiona among m in £ng- 
land, as moft nations have known : but is the 

* See efpccially Hall's excellent treatife called The 
Peace-makei,** and bis "Pax Tcrris," which defervc to be 
tranfcribed apon all our hearts.— To thefe the Editor begs 
leave to add, Baimt^i Irenicumj written by the andior of TJk 

difference 
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difFerence between the feveral denominations of 
Proteftants fo great that we might not come to an 
agreement ? Were we but heartily willing, I know 
we might. I have converfed with fome moderate 
men of all parties, and I perceive by their concef* 
fionsy that a union were an eafy work. If we could 
not in every point agree, we might eafily leiTen our 
difierences, and hold communk>n upon our agree* 
ment in the main ; determining on the fafefl way 
for managing our few and fmall differences, without 
the danger or trouble of the church. To the fliame 
of all our faces be it fpoken that this is not done* 
Let each party flatter themfelves as they pleafe^ 
this will be recorded to the fliame of the minillers 
of England as long as the gofpel abides in the 
world. 

We confefs the worth of peace ; we read, and 
preach on thofe texts, that command us to ' fol•^ 
^ low peace with all men,' &c. and yet we fit ftiU 
and negled it as if it was^ not worth looking s^ter .; 
and jtoo many will cenfure and reproach any that 
endeavour it, as if holinefs and peace were fo: fair 
len out that there were no reconciling them ; when 
yet we have found by lor^ experience that concord 
is a fure friend to piety, and that piety always tends 
to concord. We have feen to our forrowj that 
where the fervants of God fhouldhave lived, toge- 
ther as of one heart and voice, promoting each 
other's faith and holinefs; and rejoicing together in 

the 
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the hope of future glory, they have, on the con- 
trary, lived in mutual jealoufies, drowned holy love, 
in bitter contentions, and ftudied to difgrace and 
undermine one another, and to increafe their own 
parties, by right or by wrong. 

This fin of difcord among miniilers is accom- 
.canied with many heinous aggravations. . We have 
feen how errors and herefies breed by it, as dif- 
cord is bred and fed by them. Nor have we 
ourfelves only fcorched in this flame, but we have 
alfo drawn our people into it, fo that they are fal- 
len into feveral parties, and have turned much of 
their ancient piety into vain opinions, difputes, and 
animofities. And (which is word of all) the com- 
mon ignorant people take notice of it, and not only 
deride us, but become hardened againft religion* 
If we go about to perfuade them to be religious, 
they fee,fo many parties, that they know not which 
to join with, and think that it is as well to belong 
to none at all as to join any, fince they know not 
which is the right. Many poor carnal wretches 
think themfelves in the better oafe, while they hold 
to their old formalities, and we hold to nothing. 
Did we but agree among ourfelves in the main^ 
nnd do as much of God's work as we could in con- 
current unanimity, our words would have fome au- 
thority with them, and we (hould be in a greater 
capacity to do them good. But if our tongues and 
hearts be divided, no wonder if our work prove 

more 
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more tike a Babel thain the Temple of God. It 
is not ftFange that the people fliouM defpife us, if 
we defpife one another. Some raimftersy ^^^^ 
bhtet opprobrious (peeches of others, have more 
efFedually done the devil's fervice, under the^name 

of ORTHODOXY and ZEAL FOR THE TRUTH, 

than the malignant fcomers of godlinefs could pof- 
fibly have done. The matter is come to this pafs> 
that there are few men of note, of any party, but 
who are fo publicly reproached by the other par- 
ties, that the ignorant and wicked rabble, who 
fhould be converted by them, have learnt to be 
orthodox, and to vilify and fcorn them. 

Miftake me not: I do not flight orthodoxt, 
©r jeer at the name, but only ^xpofc the pretences 
of devxlifh zeal in pious, or feemingly pious men. 
I know that many of thefe reverend calumniators 
think that they laudably difcover that foundnefs in 
the faith, and that zeal for the truth, which others 
want; but I will refolve the cafe in the words of 
the Holy Ghoft : * Who is a wife man, and en- 

* dowed wifli knowledge among you? Let hint 

< fliew out of a good converfation his works with 

< meeknefs and wifdom. But if you have bitter 

* envying or ftrife in your hearts, glory not, and 

* lie not againft the truth ; this, wifdom defcendeth 

* not from above, but is earthly, fenfual, and de- 

* vililh ; for where envying and ftrife is, there is 

* eonfufion and every evil work. The wifdom 

< that 
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^ that is from above is firft pure, and then peace- 

* able, gentle, and eafy to be entreated, full of 

* mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 

* without hyprocrify ; and the fruit of righteouf- 
' nefs is fown in peace for them that make peace/ 
James iii. 13 — 18. I befeech you read thefe words 
again and again, and ftudy them well. 

The moft comnion caufe of our diviiions and 
unpeaceablenefs is, men's high efteem of their own 
opinions. This works various ways : e, g. by fet- 
ting them upon feeking after novelties. Some are 
as bufy in their inquiries after new doctrines as if 
the fcriptures were not perfed, and are for mak-r 
kig new articles of faith, and finding out new ways 
to heaven. The body of Popery came in at this 
door.— Pride occafions divifions likewife, by put« 
ting a higher rate upon fome truths than the church 
of Chrift had ever done ; by making that to be of 
abfolute certainty, and of neceflity to falvation, 
which had not before been received, or but as a 
doubtful point, and of a lower nature,; which fome 
were for, and fome were againft, without any 
great mutual cenfure. But divifions are more 
efpecially occafioned, when the pride of men's 
hearts makes them fo over- value their own concep- 
tions, and to be fo confident that they and their 
own fej£l are in the right, as to expe£l all others 
to be of their mind, and fo cenforious as to Con« 
demn all that differ from their partjr* Hefeupon 
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arife fuch breaches in afFedlion and communion as 
there are. And it ufually happens that this confi* 
dence docs but betray men's ignorance, and Ihew 
that many make up in paflion what they want in 
rcafon ; zealoufly condemning what they little nn- 
derftand. It is far eafier to fay that another man 
is erroneous and rail at him as a deceiver, than to 
give a juft account of our own belief. And I have 
obferved it is the trick ©f fome that can fcarcely 
give a reafon for any controverted part of their 
creed (nor it may be of the fundamentals) to re- 
proach thofe that differ from them as unfoundi in 
order to get the name of orthodox divines. 

Many take up their opinions only in comptiance 
with their feveral parties ; looking more who be- 
lieves them, than what they believe, or on what 
grounds; and too many take up even the truth.it- 
feif in a faftion ; and therefore they muft fpeat 
againft thofe that they hear fpeak againft their par- 
ty. How many hot difputes have I heard, which 
the difputants have been forced to manifeft they 
iinderftood nothing about! Nay, they will often 
drive all to damnatory conclufions, when they do 
not underdand one another's meaning, and are un» 
able, if you call upon them for it, to give a defi- 
nition of [the terms they themfelves ufe.} Thus 
do we proceed, in a contentious zeal, to cenfure 
our brethren, and divide the church* 

I -entreat of you brcthren> be very tender of the 

unity 
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unity and peace^ not only of your own parties^ 
but of the ivhole church. To this end, keep clofe 
to the ancient fimplicity of the chriftian faith , the 
foundation and centre of catholic unity. Do not 
eafily introduce any novelties in the church either 
in faith or praflice. Some have already introduced 
fuch phrafesy at leaft, even about the great points 
of faith, that there may be reafon to reduce them , 
to the primitive patterns. 

A great ftir is made in the world about the Teft 
of a true chriflian church, with which we may 
bold communion. And indeed the true caufe of 
our continued unhappy divifions, is the want of 
difceming the centre of our unity, and the terms 
on which we may unite; which is a great pity» 
fince this was once fo eafy a matter, till the an« 
cient Teft was thought infufficient. The faith of 
tbf Papifts is too large for all men to agree upon^ 
or indeed for. themfelves, if it were not enforced 
with arguments drawn from the fire and the halter. 
And many Proteftants do too much imitate them in 
the tedious length of their fubfcribed Confeffioos^ 
and new impofitions. We may talk of peace as 
long as we live, but we (hall never obuin it till we 
return to the apoftoKcal fimplicity* We muft ab- 
hor the arrogance of them that frame new engines 
to wrack and tear the church of God, under pre- 
tence of obviating errors and maintaining the truth. 
We muft let no man's writings^ or the judgment 
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of any party, bo made the Teft of truth. If we 
thnift into it all the canons of former counciU 
about matters of order, difcipline, and ceremonies^ 
or gather up all the opinions of the Fathers for the 
three or four firft ages, none of thefe will ever 
ferve to found a catholic union upon* The Scrip- 
ture-fufficiency muft be maintained, and nothing^^ 
beyond it impofed on any. If Papifts, or others^ 
call upon us for the ftandard of our religion^ we 
muft ihew them the Bible rather than any Con* 
feffions of churches^ or writings of tnen« More 
lines would meet in this centre than are likely 
to meet in any other. 

I know it is faid That a man may fubfcribe 
the Scripture and the ancient creeds,, and yet mairv. 
tain Herefies:" To which I anfwer ^ fo he may 
JWiy otker teft which you yourfelves Ihall contxivef 
3nd while you nudce a fnare to catch Hetetics,^'^ 
ftcad of a teft for the clrorches communion, you 
will mifs your end:, the Heretic, by the flippeti* 
Aefs of his confcience, will get through^ aiid the 
tender chriftian may poiltbLy be enfmred^ Two 
things are neceffary to obviate Herefie», via:, the 
Law, and the good execution of it. God hatll 
made the former, which, both for fenfe and phndi^. 
is fufficient: let us but do 6ur part in the doc ex* 
eeution of it, and we ihall da all that belonged 
fo iw. 

This I vrouid recommend to all my. brethren, as 

necel&ry 
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neceflkry to the churches peace ; that you learn to 
diflinguifli between certainties and uncertainties; 
between neceffaries and unneceffaries ; between ca- 
tholic truths and private opinions ; and lay the 
ftrefs upon the former inftead of the latter. Unite 
in ncceflary truths, and tolerate tolerable failings. 
Bear with one another in things that may be borne 
with, and do not make larger Creeds or more ne* 
cefiaries than God has done. In order to this, 
tearn to fee the true ftatc of controverfies, and re- 
duce them to the point where the difference lies, 
inftead of making them greater th^n they are. 

Lay not too great ftrefs upon thofe controverted 
opinions, which have good men, and efpecially 
which have whole churches, on both fides; much 
lefs on fuch controverfies as are ultimately refolved 
into philofophical uncertainties ; as fome unprofit- 
aUe difputes about Free-will ; the manner of the 
Spirit's operation on the mind ; the divine decrees, 
4rc. &c. But efpecially lay not any ftrefs upon 
controverfies which are of no importance ; which, 
if they were anatomized, would appear to be 
merely verbal: of which fort (I fpeak confidently 
upon certain knowledge) are many that now make 
a great noife in the world, and rend the church ; 
though the eager contenders do not difcern, and 
will not believe it. 

He that fhall live in that happy day when God 
will heal his broken churches, will fee all that I 
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am pleading for reduced to praAke. Moderation 
will take place of dividing zeal ; the Scripture*fuf- 
ficicncy will be maintained ; and all human Con- 
feilions and comments will be valued only as fub* 
fervient helps. Till that time comes,^ we cannot 
exped healing truth will be entertained, fince there 
are not healing fpirits in the leaders of the church ; 
but when the work is to be done, the work-men 
will be fitted for it ; and blefled will be the agents 
in fo glorious a caufe 1 

But becaufe the love of ututy and truth, of peace 
and purity, ihould go together,, we muft avoid 
the two extremes, both in dodrine and difcipline. 
One extreme in Dodrine is making new addi- 
tions : [this we have already confidered.] The 
other is, hindering the progrefs of knowledge : this 
we commonly run into by avoiding the former. It 
muft be confidered, therefore, how far we may im^ 
prove, and not be culpable innovators. And (i.) 
our knowledge muft increafe extenJiveJj, We muft 
endeavour to know more truth, though we muft not 
feign more. Much of fcripture will remain un- 
known to us when we have done our beft. Though 
we (hall find out no more Articles of faith which 
muft be explicitly believed by all that will be 
laved, yet we may find out the fenfe of more 
texts, and fome doctrinal truths not contrary to 
the former, but fuch as befriend them and are con- 
neded with them. And we may find out more 
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the order of troths, and how they (land in refpeft 
to one another ; and fo we may fee more of the 
true method of theology than we did, which will 
give us a great light into the thing itfelf. (a.) Our 
knowledge muft alfo grow fuhjeffively and tnten^ 
(wely. And this is the principal growth to be 
fought after. We Ihould endeavour to know the 
fame great and necelTary truths with a founder and 
clearer underftanding ; by getting more and ftronger 
evidences of them^ and a clearer and deeper appre- 
henfion of the fame evidence : for one that is Arong 
in knowledge fees the fame truth as in the day- 
light , which the weak fee as in the twilight. To 
all this muft be added^ the fuller Improvement of 
the truth received, to its proper objeS. 

With refpeft to Church-communion alfo, we 
(hould carefully avoid extremes, and endeavour to 
preferve purity as welt as peace. As on the one hand 
we ihould difcourage tlie unneceflkiy feparations of 
proud men, (either becaufe the churches do not fall 
in with their opinion, or becaute they are not fo 
refprmed in difciplineas they- would have them, or 
fo ftridl as they ihould be) fo on the other hand 
we ihould guard againft the negled or relaxation 
of difcipline, to the corrupting of the church, tl|| 
encouragement of wickednefs, and the confounding 
of the kingdom of Chrift with that of Satan. 

XI. In order to promote unity and concord in 
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the churches, and to further each other in the work 
of the Lord, let me befeech you to maintain Meet- 
ings for communion among yourfdves. 

Do not grow ftrange to one another, but incor- 
porate and hold all chriftian eorrefpondence. Dif- 
tancc breeds ftrangcnefs, and foments dividing flames 
and jealoufies, which communion will prevent or 
cure. It is the chief plot of our enemies to divide 
us in order to weaken us : let us not confpire with 
them. Cherifli not heart-burnings, nor continue 
uncharitable diftances. If dividing has weakened 
you, uniting muft recover your authority and 
ftrength. Get together then and confult for peace^ 
If you have any diflike to any of your brethren, or 
to their condudt, manifeft it by a free debate with 
them. If you will but' keep together, you may 
come to a better underftanding of each other, or 
at leaft correft yourfelves. The fcripture com- 
mands all chriftians to be * of one mind, and to pre- 

* ferve the unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace,* 
and obliges minifters to ^ be one even as Chrift and 

* the Father are one.' You cannot be ignorant 
that the unity of minifters is their honour, as well 
ft their duty, and that much of their ftrength with 
the people ties in it; nor, that conftant commumon. 
and correfpondence is neceflary in order to it. 
Minifterial communion is as much a duty as chrif- 
tian communion. 

. Indeed 
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Indeed n^inifters have need of one another, and 
mud improve th^ gifts of God in one another. If 
you are humble men, you will think that you have 
need of the advice and afliflance of your brethren. 
The felf-fufficient are the moft deficient : the proud 
are commonly empty men. There are many 
young, raw minifters who efpecially need the help 
that fuch communion may afford them, and thp 
advice of more grave experienced men, for carrjr- 
ing on the work of their miniftry. And many 
others are fo humble and fenfible of their deficien- 
cies, that tliey would be loth to be deprived of it. 
That may fometimxis be fpoken by a man of inferior 
parts which came not into the minds of wifer men. 
Few minifters are fo weak but they -may fome- 
times improve thofe that are wifer than themfelves. 
And thofe that are endowed with greater parts, 
will have an opportunity to do greater good with 
them [in fuch alTociations] than they could other- 
wife do. If you are above advice or any help to 
yourfelves [that will not excufe your abfence, for] 
your brethren have the mare need of you by how 
much the lefs you have of them. 

But remember thefe aiTemblies are not merely 
for your own benefit and mutual edification, but 
the church and the conmion good require them. 
You owe duty to ypur neighbour churches, as Well 
as miniilers ; and by carrying on ledures, or con- 
ferences, you will have an opportunity of confult- 
K inf • 
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Ing for the common good, and of promoting your 
common work. Do not fliew yourfelves contemn* 
ers or neglcficrs of fuch a neceffary bufmefs. 

Let none draw back that accord In the fubftan- 
tials of faith and godlinefs. Yea though fome 
fhould think themfelves neceffitated to feparate in 
public worlhip from the reft, methinks if they be 
chriftians indeed^ they (hould be willing to hold as 
much communion with each other as they can, and 
to confult how to manage their differences to the 
lead difadvantage to the chriftian caufe^ and the 
common truths which they all profefs to own and 
prefer. Though they cannot change their minds 
^bout thofe opinions which hinder their union^ it 
•might reafonably be expeAed of every party among 
us which profefs themfelves chriftians, that they 
{hould value the Whole before a Part, and there- 
fore not fo perverfely feek to promote their own 
parties as to hinder the common good of the cliurch« 
And methinks a little humility Ihould make men 
afiiamed of that common conceit of unquiet fpirits, 
That the welfare of the churches depends upon 
their opinions. If they are indeed a living part of 
the body, the hurt of the whole will be fo much 
their own, that they cannot defire it for the fake 
of any party or opinion whatever. If that evil 
fpirit * whofe name is Legion' }ias fuch power over 
the hearts of any that they will quarrel at the pa- 
cificatory endeavours of odiers, who hunger after 
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the healing of the church, and rather hinder them 
than help them on, I muft fay, how diligently fo« 
ever they may preach, and how pious foever they 
may feem to be, If this way tends to their everlaft* 
ing peace, and if they be not preparing forrow for 
themfelves, I am a ftranger to the way of peace. 

It is paft doubt that differing brethren may well 
join in recommending to the ignorant people the 
truths that they are agreed in. Archbifliop UJber 
made a motion for this in frehnd even to the Pa^ 
pifts themfelves. " But (fays he) through the jea- 
lotKies which didradions in matters of religion 
have bred* amongft us, the motion had fmall 
effeft, and fo between us both, the poor people 
are ftill kept in miferable ignorance, knowing 
the grounds neither of the one religion nor the 
other*.'* This is very much the cafe among us 
in England! It is rare to find any, though differ- 
ing only in the point t>f^ Infant-bap tifm, that will 
calmly, and without fraudulent deligns of fecretly 
promoting their own opinions by it, entertain and 
profecute fuch a motion for the common good ; as 
if they had rather chriftianity fhould be thruft out 
of the world, or kept under, [than that their own 
notions fliould not be propagated.] Well, let any 
pcrfon or party pretend what they will of zeal and 

* Sermon before King Jamei at Wanflead, on the unity of 
the chnrch. 
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Digitized by 



,tg6 ObjeSfidns againfi Affociathns Part . 

Iialmers, I will erer take the Divrdafur for an 
ill figh. The true mother abhors the divifion aS 
the child; and the tnie chriilian prefers the com- 
mon intereft of chriftianity to that of a faAlon or 
opinion, and would not have the whole building 
endangered rather than that one peg (hould be driven 
in otherwife than as he would have it^— Do not 
then negledl thefe brotherly meetings for the ends 
that have been mentioned^ nor yet attend them 
unpfofitably^ but improve them to your mutual edi* 
ficationy and for the eiFe£tual carrying on the good 
•f the churches. 

Do not aik why you cannot do your duty to God 
and your people at home, without travelling manjr 
miles to a meeting of minifiers; nor plead th^ 
you have bufinefs of your own to doi when you 
fhould be doing the work of God.; nor under a 
pretence of loving to live privately, prefer your own 
•afe to God's fervice. — Some of thofe indeed that 
excufe themfelves are carelefs and fcandalous men : 
we fhould have no defire of their company, nor ad- 
mit It, but upon their .Tq)entance and reformation. 
— Some are empty mm, and are afraid their weak- 
nefs fhould be knownj but they cannot conceal it 
by. their folltude, whereas they might do much to 
heal it by coipmunion with their brethren. — As 
for thofe that are averfe to aflbciating with us be- 
caufe we are not of their party, let it be confidered 
.^t by fuch communication they might ^iv^ or 
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receive better information ; or at leaft: carry on ft> 
much of God's work in unity as we are agreed in. 
Let us refolve, by the grace of God, to adhere to 
more catholic principles and pra£lices, and to have 
communion with all godly chriftians that will ha v« 
communion with us. But fome obje£k to attend-, 
ing thefe affociations, 

1. Becapfe, they fay,'** A few men commonly 
do all, and the reft do but follow them." — I an- 
fwer ; There is no on^ in our afTociations that pre- 
tends to any authority over his brethren; either 
civil coercive power, or ecclefiaftical dire&ive 
power. If any have fo much power as you fpeak 
of, it feems to be but the power of Truth In thcm^ 
and fuch as light hath againft darknefs. And per- 
haps thofe that you call the leaders of tbe reft, find 
themfelves to need the help of thofe whom you fajr 
they lead, more than you do theirs. But if you 
do indeed think that thefe leading mi&iftcrs miflead 
the reft, there is the more need of the prcfen<;e of 
fuch as you who difcern it, and who may do much 
to undeceive them. 

2. I hear many fay, "Under pr«lence of aflb*- 
<:iating, you will but fall into a multitude of frac- 
tions. Not two counties can agree upon the fame 
terms; and why (hould we join with any of them 
till there be a greater likelihood of union among 
themfelves?" — An unreafonable and felf-condemn- 
ing objedion. Are they more divided who afToci-* 
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ate^ than you who are fingle and go every man his 
own way ? But wherein does this diverfity confift, 
which you complain of? I fee none [that fhould 
prevent communion.] The truth is, this objedion 
^ is commonly made by men that place the unity of 
the church in what God never placed it in. We 
muft not be united becaufe we fubfcribc not the 
fame form of words, and agree not in every cir- 
cumflance or exprcflion ; nor ftiall we ever be 
united while unity is placed in fuch indifferent 
things. There are no greater dividers of the church 
in the world than thofe that over-do it in pretend* 
ing to unity f and lay the unity of the church upon 
that which will not bear it. Ther^ is no poflibi- 
lity of bringing all to be of every formalift's opi- 
nion, and to ufc every gefture or form of words- 
that he fhall impofe^ -Unneceffary impofitions will 
cccadon contention; whereas, where all are left to 
their liberty, I never hear of contention or offence. 
In the prefent cafe we do not intend, by our aflb- 
dating, to tie one another to new forms and cere- 
monies, nor to make new terms of union for the 
churches : alhf arties may join with vts without de- 
ferting their principles*. 

If any aflbciations fubfcribe to fuch things aa 

• What was added here relating to the agreement fubfcribcd 
by the miniftefs in the Worcefterfhire Aflbciation, is now 
omitted, as being too local, and hardly confiHent with the au- 
thor's plan of unioD. 

you 
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you cannot in confcience agree to, jpropofc the rfia-- 
fons of your diflent, and heg leave to except thofe 
articles with which you are difTatisfiedy withont 
unneceflarily withdrawing from your brethren's 
communion; of which, if they be peaceable men, 
they will readily admit.. But if they would force 
you to fubfcribe againft your judgment^ or elfe hold 
no communion with you, then they exclude you,, 
and you db not exclude yourfelvcs. But I hope 
no affociations among us will be guilty of fuch a 
practice. 

XII. [Let all endeavour to make thefe aflbcia- 
tions as ufeful as poffible to each other, and fub*^ 
fervient to the intereft of religion in general.] 

Quarrel not, my friends, upon points of prece-» 
dency, or reputation, or any intereft of your own. 
No man will have fettled peace in his mind, or be 
peaceable in his place, that proudly envies the pre- 
cedency of others, and fecretly grudges at them 
that feem to cloud his parts and name. One or 
Other v^ill ever be an eye-fore to fuch men. Thejre 
is too much of the Devil's image in this fin, for a, 
humble fervant of Chrift to entertain. — Be not too. 
fenfible of injuries, nor make too great a matter of 
every ofFenfive word or deed. At leaft do not let 
it interrupt your concord in God's work : that were 
to wrong Chrift and his church bccaufe another has . 

K 4 wronged 
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tvroriged you. If you be of this impatient humour 
you will never be quiet : for we are all faulty, and 
cannot live together without wronging one another. 
Proud, over tender men arc often hurt by their 
own conceits; like a man that has a fore, who 
thinks that it fmarts the more when he imagines 
(\>me body hits it. They will often think that a 
man jeers them or means them ill, when it never 
came into his thoughts. — Till this self be taken 
down, we lhall every man have a private intereft 
of his own, which will lead us all into feparate 
ways, and fpoil the peace and welfare of the church* 
While every man is for himfelf and his own repu- 
tation, and ' all mind their own things,' no won- 
der if they *jnind not the things of Chrift.* 
[Concur together as brethren to promote the com- 
mon caufe, and be ready to do good when ever 
you have an opportunity for it.] If we are heartily 
deroted to the work of the Lord, let us com- 
panionate the congregations about us that are un- 
provided for, and endeavour to help them to able 
minifters, [confulting with each other for this 
purpofe.] In the meaa time, we fliould ftep out 
now and then to their aiTiftance, when the bufinefs 
of our own particular charge will give us leave. 
A lefturc in the more ignorant places, purpofely 
for the work of converfion, carried on by the. mod 
lively, affe&ionate preachers, might be very ufe- 
ful where conftant means are wanting. [In.thefe 

affociations^ 
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aflTociationSy plans might be advantagcoufly ^med 
for fuch a purpofc] 

XIII. In your whole minifterial work keep 
up conftant deflres and expedlations of success. 

If your hearts be not fet on the end of your la- 
bours, if you do not .long to fee the converiion and 
edification of your hearers, and -ftudy and preach 
in hope, you are not likely to fee much fuccefs. 
It is a iign of a falfe felf-feeking heart, when a. 
perfon is contented to be ftill doing, without fee- 
ing any fruit of his labour. I have obferved that 
God feldom blefles any man's work fo much as 
his whofe heart is fet upon tjie fiicccfs of it. 
Let it be the property of a Judas to have more 
regard to the bag than to the bufinefs. Leave it 
to fuch worldings as he to be fatisfied, if they have 
their falary, and the applaufe of the people'; but 
let all . that preach for Chrift and the falvation of 
men, be dllFatisfied till they have the thing they preach; 
for. He never had the right ends of a preacher ia^ 
view, who is indifferent whether he obtain them; 
or not ; who is not grieved when he miifes them^' 
and rejoiced when he can fee .th© defired ilTue. 
When a naan only ftudics what to fay, and how to 
fpend the hour with commendation, without look*, 
ing any more after'^it, but to know what the > peo- 
ple think of his abilities, and holds on thus from,- 
K 5 year . 
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year to year, I ixmft needs thiids: that he preaches 
for himfelf ; that he drives on a private trade of his 
own ; and that when he preaches Chrift, he preaches 
not fir Cbrift, how excellently foever he may ieem 
to do it* 

I know that a faithful minifter may have com- 
fort when he wants fuccefs. * Though Jfrael be 
' not gathered, our reward is with the Lord,* 
Our acceptance is nbt according to our fruit, but 
according to our labour. But then be who longs 
not for the fuccefs of his labours, can have none 
of this comfort, becaufe he is not a faithful la* 
bourer. This is only for them whofe hearts are 
fet upon the end, and are grieved if they mifs it. 
This is not the full comfort that we muft defire, 
but only what may quiet us if, notwithftanding 
ourutmoft care, we fail of the re(L What if God 
will accept the phyfician though the patient die} 
He muft dill work in compaifion, and do his ut- 
moft to fave his life. We labour not for our own- 
reward, but for other men's falvation.-^I confefs, 
for my part, that I wonder at fome ancient reverend 
men, who have lived thirty, or forty, or fifty years) 
with an unprofitable people, where they have been- 
fcarcely able to difcern any fruit of their labours^ 
that they can with fo much, patience continue there. 
I ihould not be eafily fatisfied to fpend my days m 
fuch a manner, but (hould fufpeS: that it was the 
will of God I ihould go fome where elfe, that an6« 
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ther perfon might come there, better fuited to them^ 
and more ufeful among them. Once more, 

XIV. Our whole work muft be carried on 
under a deep fenfe of our own infufficiency, and 
in a pious, believing dependance upon Chrisx* 

We muft go to Him for light, and life, and 
ftrength, who fends us on our worfc. When we 
feel our faith weak, and our hearts grown dull, 
and unfuitable to fo great a work as that we have 
to do, we muft have recourfe to the Lord, and 
pray that we may not go to perfuade others to 
believe, with an unbelieving heart of our own ; or 
to plead with finners about everlafting life and 
death, while we have but a faint belief and feel- 
ing of thefe things ourfelves ; but that, as he ha^ 
fent us forth to his work, he wobld' furnifli ui^ 
with a fpirit fuitable to it. Prayer muft carry on 
-our work as well as preaching. He preaches not 
heartily to his people, who doth not often pray 
for them. If we prevail not with God to give 
them faith and repentance, we are unlikely td 
prevail with them to believe and repient. PactL 
gives us his example in this refpedl, who teUs us 
^at he prayed for his hearers * night and day ex- 
^ cecdingly.' Since our own hearts and thofe of 
•ur people are fo far out of order as they be, if 
K 6 ^ 
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wc prevail not with God to help and mend them, 
wc are likely to make but unfucccfsful work. 



CHAP. X. 

Thi Condufton. of the Work; being a particular Apn> 
plication of the whole. 

TJ EVEREND and dear brethren; let us now 
humble our fouls before the Lord for our 
pad negligence, and implore his affiftance for the 
time to come. Indeed we cannot expeA the lat- 
ter without the former. If God will help us in 
our future duty, he will certainly firft humble us for 
our paid fin. He that has not fo much fenfe of his 
faults as linfeignedly to lament them, will hardly 
have fufficient to make him reform them.— Shall 
ive deny, or excufe, or extenuate our fins while 
we call our people to fuch free confeflions? It is 
too common with us to expe£l that from them 
which we do little or nothing of ourfelves. Too 
many labour for other men's fouls while they fecm 
to forget that they have any of their own to re- 
gard. They a6l as if their part lay only in caiUing 
for repentance, and the hearer's in repenting: theirs 
in crying down fin, and the people's in forfaking 

it ; 
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it : theirs in preaching duty, and the hearer's in per- 
forming it. If we did but ftudy half fo much to 
affedl and mend our own hearts, as we do to afFe<9: 
and mend thofe of our people, it Would not be 
with many of us as it is. It is much too little that 
we do for their, humiliation, but I fear it is much 
Icfs that we do for our own. It is a fad thing tha(t 
lb many of us have preached our hearers afleep ; 
but it is worfe ftill if we have ftudied and preached 
ourfelves afleep ; and have talked fo long againft 
hardnefs of heart, till our hearts are grown hard 
under the noife of our own reproofs!— Is it not 
better to give God glory by a full and humble con- 
feflion, than in tendernefs of our own glory 4o feek 
for fig-leaves to cover our nakednefs^? and to put 
Ood upon building that glory which we have de- 
nied him, on the ruins of our own which we have 
preferred to his ? 

It is certainly our duty to call to remembrance 
our manifold fins, efpecially thofe that are moft 
obvious, and fet them in order before God and 
our own faces, that he may ' caft them behind his 

< back to deal plainly and faithfully with our- 
felves, in a free confeflTion, that he who is * faith- 

< ful and jiift may forgive us' our fins ; and to judge 

< ourfelves that we may not be judged of the Lord 
for they only, whether paftors or people, who ' con- 

< fefs and forfake their fins lhall find mercy 5 he 
« that hardencth his necl^ fliall fall into njifcbief.' 
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Sins openly committed are more* difhonourable to 
us when we hide them than when we confelk 
them. It is the Sin, and not the confeflion of it 
that is our di(honour« We have committed them 
before the fun, fo that they cannol be hid : at- 
tempts to cloak them increafe the guilt and fhame. 
Truly humble miniders, will rather be difpofed 
to lament their guilt in the face of their congre-- 
gations. It will not be amifs to look back, and 
imitate the fervants of God in ancient times, in 
their confelSons. We find in fcripture that the 
Guides of the church did confefs their own fins at 
well as thofe of the people* See the example of 
Ezra; he confeffed the fins of the prieds, * cafting 
* himfelf down before the houfe of God/ So did 
the Levites. So did Daniel, And God cxprefery 
required * the Pricfts, the Minifters of the Lord ta 
' weep* as well as others *. 

I think if we confider well the duties that have 
been explained and recommended, and at the fame 
time, the manner in which we have performed 
them, we cannot doubt whether we have caufe 
for humiliation. He that reads this one exhorta^ 
tion of Paul from whence the text is taken, and 
compares his life with it, is ftupid and hardened in-- 
deed if he be not laid in- the dull before God, 

* Ezra ix« 6, 7> io* Ncii, ix, gfi— 34* Dan. ix* so. 
Joel iu 1^17. 

bewailing 
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bewsnUng his^ great omiffions \ and forced to fiy to 
the blood of Chrift, and his pardoning grace. O !* 
What caufe have we all to bleed before the Loid^ 
that we have been minifters fo many years^ and 
yet have done fo little^ efpecially by private con- 
ference, for the. faving of men's fouls! Had we 
done our duty, who knows how many fouls might 
have been brought to Chrift, and how much hap« 
pier we might have been in our parifhes? And 
why did we not do it ? Many impediments were 
doubtlefs in our way ; but if the greateft bad not 
been ioc ourfelves> — ^in our darknefs and dulnefs, 
our indifpofltion to duty, and our drvifions, much 
more might have been done for God than has yet 
been done. We h»ve finned, and have no juft 
excufe for our fin. The fin is great becaufe our 
duties were great. We Ihould therefore be aftaid 
of excufing ourfelves too much. The Lord of 
mercy forgive us, and all his minifters, and lay not 
any of our minifterial negligence to our charge I 
Oh that he would cover all our unfaithfulnefs, and 
by ^ the blood of the everlafting covenant' wailt 
away our guilt of the blood of fouls! that * when 
' the chief (hepherd ihall appear, we may ftand 
* before him in peace,' and may not be condmned 
for fcattering of his flock. 

And nowi brethren, what have we to do for the 
time to come, but to deny^our lazy contraidiiSting 
flefli, and roufe up oiu:f«lves to the great bufinefs 

in 
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in which we Arc employed ? * The harvcft is great, 
* the labourers are too few' — the loiterers and 
contentious hinderers are many — ^The fouls of men 
are precious — The mifery of fmners is great — The 
future torment to which they are near is greater — 
The joy to which we ought to help them is incon- 
ceiveable — ^The beauty and glory of the church is 
delirableT— Our diiEculties and dangers are many 
and great — ^The comfort that attends a faithful 
ftewardfliip is greater — But that which attends a 
full fuccefs is inexpreflSble— And the honour con- 
ferred upon us who are called to be co-workers 
with God, and to fubferve the blood-fhed of Chrift 
for the falvation of mien, is illuftrious beyond com- 
parifon — * The fields now feem white for harveft ;* 
for the preparations that have been made for us ar<e 
great — The feafon for working is now more warm 
^nd cakn than moft ages have been — We have 
carelefsly loitered in our work too long — The pre- 
fent time is pofting away : while we are trifling, 
men are dying, and pafling in hafle to the eternal 
world! — And is there nothing in all this|p awakei\ 
us to our duty, and to engage us to fpeedy and un* 
wearied diligence ? Is it poffible for a man to be 
too careful and laborious under all thefe motives' 
and engagements i 

Were but our fouls clearly and deeply impreffed 
with tbe ve^ important truths we preachy, efp^- 
cially tbofe that relate to a future world, O wh^^t 

a change 
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a change would it make in our fermons, and in our 
private difcourfe ! If we did but know what it is 
for the foul to pafs out of the flefh, to go before a 
righteous God, and enter on a (late of unchange- 
able joy or torment, and with what amazing thoughts 
dying men apprehend thefe things, how differently 
would fuch matters be difcourfed of ! Oh the gra- 
vity, the ferioufnefs, the inceffant diligence thefe 
things require ! I know not what others think of 
them ; but for my own part, I am aihamed of my 
ftupidity, and wonder at myfelf that I deal no 
more with my own and other men's fouls, as be- 
comes one that looks for the great day of the 
Lord ; — that I can leave room for almoft any 
other thoughts or words, and that fuch ailoniih- 
ing matters do not wholly take me up! I feldom 
come out of the pulpit, but my confcience fmites 
me that I have been no more ferious and fervent. 
It accufes me not fo much for want of elegance 
or human ornaments, nor for letting fall an un* 
handfome word ; but it aiks me — How couldeft' 
thou fpeak of everlading life and death with fuc(^ 
a heart ? How couldeft thou preach about heaven 
and hell in fo carelefs and fleepy a manner ? Doft 
thou believe what thou fayeft ? Art thou in earned 
or in jeil F How canil thou tell people that fin is fo 
evil a thing, and that its confequences are fo dread- 
ful, v^ithout being more aife£led with.it? Shouldfl 
thou not weep over fipners, «ven till thy tears in- 
terrupt 
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terrupt thy words ? Shouldft thou not * cry aloud^ 

* and (hew them fheir tranfgreffions,' and fhouldli 
thou not entreat them to repent and believe, with 
the utmoft importunity?" — Such is the peal that 
confcience rings in my ears, and yet my drowfy fouV 
will not be awakened. What a dreadful thing is- 
a fenfelefs, hardened heart ! Lord fave us fron> 
the plague of infidelity, and hardnefs of heart ! or 
how fhall we be fit inflruments of faving others 
from it ? and do thou that on our fouls, which thou^ 
wouldft have us do on the fouls of others! 

I am even confounded to think what difference 
there is between my apprehenflons of the life ta- 
come in a time of ficknefs ^nd at other felons*. 
O brethren, if you had converfed with death as 
often as I have done, and as often received the 
fentence in yourfelves^ you would have an un- 
quiet confcience, if not a reformed life with re- 
gard to minifterial diligence. You would! have 
fomething within you that would often a& you 
fuch queflions as thefe: Is this all thy compaf- 
fion for loft finners? Wilt thou do no more *ta 

* feek and fave them ?' Is there not fuch and fuch 
an one — are there not many round about thee, 
who are yet the vifible fons of death ? What haft 
thou faid to them, or <!one for their recovery ? 
Shall thoufands die and go to hell before thou wilt 
fpeak one ferious word to prevent it? Will they 
not there curft thee for ever th*t thou didft no niorc 
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in time to fave them?" Such cries of confcience 
are daily in my ears, though the Lord knows I have 
too little obeyed them. I cc^nfefs that I feldom hear 
the bell toll for one that is dead, but confcience 
a(ks me, *'What hadft thou done for the faving of 
that foul before it left the body ? There is one more 
gone into eternity ; what didft thou do to prepare 
him for it ?" — When you are laying acorpfe in the 
grave, how can you help refleAing with yourfelves 
to this purpofe: Here lies the body, but wher^ 
is the foul ? What did I do for it before it depart- 
ed ? It was part of my charge ; ^hat account can 
I give of it?" 

O {Irs! is it a fmall matter to anfwer ftich quef- 
turns as thefei It may feem fo now ; but the' 
hour is coming when it will appear othcrwife. • If 
^' bur hearts condetnn us, God is greater than our 
' hearts,' and will condemn us more. We may 
plead the caufe with confcience, and either bribe it^ 
or endure its fentence \ but God is not fo eafily 
dealt with, nor his fentence fo eafily home* 

* Wherefore we receiving (^nd preaching) a kingw 

* dom which cannot be moved, let us have grace 
' whereby we may ferve God acceptably with re- 

* vcrence and godly fear ; for our God is a con* 

* fuming fire.' ' 

Let me befeech you, brethren, on the behalf of 
Chrift, for the fake of tlic church, of the immortal 
fouls of men^ and. for your own fouls fake, that 

you 
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yoii prefently and cfFedlually fet about the work 
which I have been principally recotoracnding^ 
Hearken to God and the calls of duty, if you would 
have peace of confcience. I know that carnal wit 
never wants words, nor a (hew of reaforr^ to gain- 
fay that truth and duty which it abhors. It is eafi^er 
to cavil againft duty than to perform it. But con- 
fider how the matter will appear on a death-bed, 
and what account you will give to God at the great 
day. Confcience will not own thofe reafons in a 
dying hour, which now it feems to admit. There 
is not that comfort to be had for a departing foul in 
the view of negleded duty, as of a life .wholly de- 
voted to the fervice of God ; and I am confident 
my arguments will appear ftrongeft at laft, what* 
ever they may do now. 

O think how dreadful and aggravated our final 
condemnation will he, if we live and die wilful ne- 
glefters of the great work we have undertaken ! 
Our parents that deftined us to the miniftry— our 
tutors that educated us for it — our learning and 
mimfterial gifts— our voluntarily undertaking the 
care of fouls — all the care of God for his church 
—all that Chrift has done and fuffered for it— all 
the precepts, promifes, and threatenings of the holy 
fcriptures — all the examples of prophets, apoftles, 
and preachers there recorded — and all the books in 
our (ludies that tell us of our duty, or any way aflift 
W in it, will rife in judgment againft us ! — ^AU 

the 
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the ferraons that we have preached, to convince 
men of the danger of fin, of the torments of hell, 
and the joys of heaven ; to quicken them in their 
-duty, or to reprove their negled — all the mainte- 
nance we take for our fervice — all the honour we 
receive from the people — ^and the minifterial privi* 
leges we enjoy — all the witnefs we have borne againft 
the negleds of minifters — all the judgments and 
mercies x>f God with which we have been acquaint<- 
«d — all the fervent prayers of God's people that 
have been «>ffered on our account — and finally, all 
our vows, promifes, and refolutions for diligence 
in our work, will at the laft great day aggravate our 
condemnation, if we are found unfaithful in our 
matter's fervice. 

Truly, brethren, if I did not apprehend the 
matter to be of exceeding great moment to your- 
felves, to your people, and to the honour of God, 
-I would not have troubled you with fo many words 
about it, nor have prefumed to fpeak fo (harply as 
I have done. jBut in an affair of life and death, 
men are apt to forget their reverence, courtefy, and 
compliments, commonly called good manners. "For 
^ my part, I apprehend this to be one of the greateft 
and l>eft works that I ever put my hand to in my 
whole life. 1 verily believe you will agree with 
me herein ; and if you do, you will not think me 
too prolix,^ or too plain and fevere. As for my^ 
fetf^ fparc not tread me as dirt in the ftreets ; 

let 
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let me be as vile in your eyes as you pleafe, fo that 
you will but hearken to God and reafon, and do 
your duty for the falvation of men. What am I 
but a fervant of Chrift ? and what is my life worth, 
but to do him fe^rvice ? Whofe favour can recom- 
pence for the ruins of the church ? And who can 
be filent while fouls are undone } Not I for my 
part, while God is my mafter, his word my rule, his 
work my bufinefs; and the fuccefs of it, for the 
faving of fouls, my end. I know myfelf unworthy 
to be your monitor ; but a monitor you muft have ; 
and it is better to hear of our fm and our duty from 
any body, than not at all. Receive the admoni- 
tion, and you will fee no caufe, in the monitor^s 
unworthinefs, to repent of it. But remember, if , 
you rejeft it, the unworthieft mefltnger may bear 
that witnefs againft you which will fhame and 
condemn you. 

To conclude* : Let usfet before u;s the exhorta* 
tion, and the example given us in our text and con* 
text, and learn our duty from thence. This one 
paflage of Scripture better deferves a whole year's 
ftudy, than moft things about which iludentsare apt 
to fpend their time. O brethren, write it on your 
ftudy doors, or fet it as your copy in capital letters 
continually before your eyes. Could we but learn 

* This lad excellent palTage is tranrpofed from the midfl of 
the original work, as it feemed beil adapted to form the hefi 
pofidble concluilop, 

two 
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two or three lines of it, what preachers fliould we 
be ! Here we are taught — Our general bufinefs ; 
-Serving the Lord— Our fpecial work; tarr- 
ing HEED TO OURSELVES AND ALt THK 

* LOCK — ^The fubftance of our doftrine ; repent- 
ance TOWARDS God, and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ — The places and manner 
of our teaching ; publicly, and from house 
"TO house— The objeft and internal manner; 

'WARNING every ONE, NIGHT AND DAY, 
WITH ALL HUMILITY OF MIND, AND WITH 

TEARS — [The faithfulnefs and integrity that are 
Tequifite ; I have kept back nothing 

THAT WAS PROFITABLE UNTO YOU ^ I AM 
PURE FROM THE BLOOD OF ALL MEN, FOR 

I have not shunned to declare the 
WHOLE counsel OF God] — The innocence and 
felf-denial to be ufed ; I have .coveted no 
jean's SILVER OR GOLD — ^Thd patience and refo- 
Jution to be exercifed ; none of these things 

MOVE ME, neither COUNT I MY LjFE DEAR 
UNTO MYSELF, SO THAT I MIGHT FINISH MY 
COURSE WITH JOY, AND THE MINISTRY 

whichIhave received OF theLord Jesus. 
——And once more. The motives to engage us to 
all this; The Holy Ghost has made us 
OVERSEERS; the church we feed is the church 
OF God, which he hath purchased with 

KIS OWN BLf)C>D. 

Write 
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Write this upon your heart and it will do 
yourfelves and the church more good than twenty 
years ftudy of thofe lower things which often 
employ your thoughts ; which, though they get 
you greater applaufe in the world, yet, if feparated 
from thefe, will make you * but founding brafs, 
^ and tinkling cymbals/ 
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APPENDIX; 



CONTAINING 



Hints oF Advice to Students *. for 
the Miniftry, and to Tutors of 
Academies. 



F what great importance the charaSer of the 



clergy is to the church and the falvation of 
men, thoufands have found to their joy and hap pi- 
nefs ; and 1 fear, thoufands more to their forrow 
and deftruftion. Of what confequence, then, the 
difpofition of Candidates for the miniftry is,* 
needs not many words to (hew. It is of unfpeak- 
able importance, whether they prove good or bad. 

God, who has inftituted the facred office, and 
who, by his Spirit, qualifies men for it, ufually 
works according to their qualifications. As in the 
natural world he operates according to the fitncfs of 
natural fecond caufes, fo in the moral world, ac- 

* Much more on the fame fubjefi, may be found in otber 
•f our Author's writings; See particularly Vol. I. p. 854 8c 
714, et feq. where may be feen a long csiulogue of books. 
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cording to the fuitablenefs of moral caufes. HoIi« > 
fwfs, though in many refpefls it be a fupernatural 
work, is ufually wrought by holy means. Able 
and faithful mimfters therefore are very great blef- 
lings. They arc the ' lights of the world, and 
* the fait of the earth.' Never was the gofpel 
well propagated or continued in any country but 
by their means. God ufes them as his Inilruments 
for convincing, converting, edifying, comforting, 
and faving of fouls. Herein they are •co- workers 
with Chrift the great Saviour of fouls, and with the 
Holy Spirit, who regenerates and fandlifies them. 
How many thoufands of happy fpirits in heaven 
will for ever rejoice in the efFeds of their labours, 
and blefs God -for them ! In a word, churches^ 
flates, and kingdoms are chiefly blefled and pre- 
ferved by the faithful part of the miniftry. They 
are the means of fubduing ^ (in which is the de-» 
*^ ftru&ion of a people,' and promoting * righteouf* 
' nefs which exalteth a nation/ 

On the other hand, unfaithful and wicked minif- 
ters are the word and inoft hurtful men. Though 
they may be furnifhed with the fame notions and 
words as godly teachers are, (though this is not 
ufually the cafe) yet they will be greatly wanting 
in that ferious delivery, which is ordinarily necef- 
lary to make the hearers ferious chriftians. That 
feldom reaches the heart of the hearer, which 
4omes not from the heart of the fpeaker. Con* 

ftaot 
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(tant experience tells us how different is the fuccef$ 
of reading or faying a pulpit leflbn, in a dull, or 
merely affeAed manner; and that of the judicious, 
ferfous explication and application of well chofen 
matter, which the experienced preacher well un- 
derftandsy and which he utters from the feding of 
his foul. Neither the love of a benefice, nor oi 
applaufe, will make a man preach in that manner 
which the lore of God, the lively belief of heaven 
and hell, and the defire of faving fouls, will do. 
If a (lage-hypocrite (hould learn the art of preach- 
ing with an affeded fervency and feemii^ zeal, 
yet art and paint will not reach the power and 
beauty of nature; nor will it hold out to long. 
Affe£tation ufually betrays itfelf ; and when it is 
difcerned, the hypocrite is lothed. fiut if he 
fhould carry on his ftage-affedation with plauli- 
ble art, the reft of his minifterial work will not 
be difcharged in a manner anfwerable to it. Since 
it is from men that he expefts his reward, in 
their fight only he appears in his borrowed glory ; 
in his private converfation and condufi, he makes 
a different figure. He will not fet himfelf to In- 
ftrud the ignorant, to fave men from their fins, 
and raife their minds to heaven, by praying with 
them, by holy difcourfe, and heavenly deport- 
ment: he will not be at much coft or labour to 
do any kind of real good. 

But alas! by far the greateft part of unexperi- 
L a enced 



Digitized by 



Google 



8«t) Mifchlefs done by ungodly Miniflers. 



enced preachers have not fo much as the hypocrite's 
feeming zeal and appearance of religion to cloke 
Cheir fins, and profit their people. The mif-beha- 
viour of fuch, is likely to make them exceedingly 
liiK-tful. By their ignorance, ambition, covetouf- 
nefs, and other fins, they render themfelves con- 
temptible in the eyes of many, and by that means 
render the church and all religion fo too^ A fcan- 
daloas dergy will be a fcorned clergy ; and a fcom- 
«d clergy will prepare for the fcorning and deftruc- 
tion of true religion. Alas ! what wretched work 
have hypocritical, unexperienced, proud, worldly, 
voluptuous, ignorant miniflers been making in mod 
chriilian nations, thefe fourteen hundred years ! 
Wo! wo! wo! to the church that bath fuch paf- 
tors ! that hath wolves inftead of fliepherds ! Wo 
to the land that hath fuch ! Wo to the princes and 
Aates that follow fuch counfellors! Wo to the 
fouls that are fubverted by them ! Froni a corrupt 
clergy have fprung the greateft calamities of the 
church in all places to this day. 

And let it be remembered, the fins of fuch men 
will not prove lefs mifchievdus to themfelves than 
to others. Their guilt is aggravated by their per- i 
fidious violation of their baptifmal and ordination 
vows, as well as by their nearnefs to God in their 
office ; and they are condemned out of their own 
mouths. Such perfons are with greater difficulty 
brought to repentance than others ; becaufe by wit 

and 
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and ftudy they have bended that doflrine to defend 
their fin, which fliould be ufed to bring them to 
repentance ; or bccaufe pride will not fuffer fuch 
perfons as they are, employed in fo holy an office, 
and poflefled of fuch titles, learning, and reputa- 
tion, to fuppofe themfelves in an unholy ftate; and 
whoever accufes them of fin or reproves them for 
it will be reprefented as an enemy to the church. 
Their ulcers are as a noli me tangerey and fret as a 
gangreen unremedied. Their profanation of holy 
things makes them worfe, and more impenitent 
than other men ; partly as they have more notori- 
oufly forfeited the grace of God which (hould work 
repentance in them, and have caufed him in right- 
eous judgment to forfake them ; and partly as they 
have hardened their own hearts, by long abufe of- 
that truth which fliould have fanftified them. For 
when perfons have long * imprifoned the truth ift 
unrighteoufnefs,' and long played, as hypocrites,' 
with what they profefled to believe, cuftom will fa 
harden them, that their knowledge will have little 
power on their hearts. 

And now do I need fay any more to fliew youn^ 
mendefigned for the miniftry, of what importance it 
is that they be well qualified for it ? God can, and 
fometimes does; turn wolves into faithful fhepherds, 
and convert thofe, who while they were unconvert- 
ed themfelves, undertook to convert others ; but thiai 
i not ordinyily to be expedled. Firft notions lie 
L 3 deepeft. 
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deepefty and make way for others that areconneftcd 
with them. Falfe opinions, as well as true, are 
^ ufually linked together, and the chain is not eaiily 
call off or broken. Thofe that have received 
errors have alfo received their defenfatives. Thefe 
are like the fhell-fi(h, which carry their houfe about 
with them. They that have received them, have ftu- 
died what to fay for them, but not what can be faid 
againft them. But fappofing that you have ever fa 
true xx)tions in your heads, if they come not with 
power upon your heartSj and do not make you 
new, fpiritual, and holy men, they will not qualify 
you to propagate faith and holinefs. Now it is that 
you mud get thofe eminent qualifications of know- 
kdge and holinefs, which you are afterwards to uie ; 
for how can you ufe what you have not ? Though 
fome prudent hearers will encourage fuch young 
men as they think are hopeful, yet moll will judge 
of perfons and things as they find them. The igno* 
rant, dry, and lifelefs orations of unexperienced 
preachers, will not be efteemed by fuch as know 
what judgment and ferioufnefs that facred work ^ 
requires. Few will praife, or feed on unfavoury 
food, merely |o flatter and praife the cook. Then 
when you find yourfelves flighted, your refentment 
will rife agaioft thofe that flight you becaufe they 
are not contented with your unholy trifling, but all 
your eimiity will turn againll yourfelves, and, like 

that 
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that of Satan againft the members of Chrift, will 
be but-felf-tormenting. ' 

Let me then ferioufly caution all perfons againft 
being too hafty in refolving for the facred miniftry. 
I would not difcourage pious, prudent defires and 
purpofesy but I muft fay^ that many parents, in 
this refped, prove greatly injurious to the churchy 
I do not mean only worldly men, who look upon 
the miniftry merely as a trade to live by, and fend 
their fona to the univerfity in order to their worldly 
maintenance and preferment ; but eveffi honeft godly 
parents, who ignorantly tl^ink it a good w<Mrk to 
deiign their children for the miniftry, and call it 

devoting them to God,*' without duly confidcr- 
ing whether they are likely to be iit for it or not^ 
When the children of fuch perfons have been 
fome years at the univerfity, they think a living 
their due. Ordained they muft be ; what elfe have 
they ftudied for ? It is now too late to change their 
purpofe, when they have been at fo many years 
coft and labour to prepare for the miniftry. Thej 
arc too old, or too proud^ or too idle, to go to 
Any manual labour, and have, not time or oppor- 
tunity to prepare for any other learned profeflion. 
So that there is no way left but, for a benefice, to 
become church-mountebanks, or fpiritual quacks;^ 
^nd undertake the paftoral charge of fouls; though 
they fcarcely know what fouls are, for what thejr 
were made, or whither they are going \ at leaft, 
L 4 how 
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how they mift be condufted and prepared for thcFr 
cndlefs ftate. And bad as they are, they can find 
perfons bad enough to recommend and ordain them. 
How deplorable is the cafe of the poor people's 
fouls over whom they are to prefide ! 

In order to prevent any from intending the work 
of the miniftry who' are not qualified, I will briefly 
mention the neceflfary qualifications for it. The 
work is fo high, and mifcarrying in it is of fuch 
dreadful confequence, that; no one ihouM be re- 
fplvedly devdfed to the miniftry who hath not the 
following endowments. 

- ' 1 . A good natural capacity. It (hould be fome- 
what above the ordinary degree. Grace fuppofes 
nature atid by fanftifying it, turns it the right 
way ; but does not ufe to naake wife teachers of 
•natural drones, or weak-headed lads who have not 
fenfe enoiigh to learn. 

2. A competent readinefs of fpcech. One who 
cannot readily fpeak his mind in common things, 
is not likely to have that fluent delivery which is 
neceflary to a preacher. 

3. He muft be hopeful for godlinefs. He mufl 
be captivated by no grofs fin. He muft not only 
have a love to learning, but religion ; to the word 
of God, and good company ; to prayer, and good 
books. He muft fhew that he has a ferious con- 
cern about his foul, and the life to come ; that 
his confdence is under fome eiFedual convidions 

of 
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of the evil of fin, and the excellence and neceflify of 
a godly life. The youth that hath not thefe quali- 
ficationsy fliould not be devoted to the miniftfy. 
To devote an incapable, ungodly perfon tq fuch an 
holy v^rork, is worfe than of old to have offered to 
God the unclean for facrifice. To do it under pre- 
tence of hoping that he may have grace' hereafter^ 
is a prefumptuous profanation, and worfe than to 
deiign a coward to be a foldier, or a wicked, unfult- 
able perfon for a partner in life, in hope that they 
may become fit afterwards. 

If therefore your parents have been fo unwife 
as to dedicate that to God which was unfit for 
his acceptance, it concerns you quickly to look 
better to yourfelves, and not to run into the con- 
fuming fire. You ought to be confcious of your own 
condition. If you know that you want either 
natural capacity, or readjnefs of fpeech, or ferious 
piety and hcart-devotcdnefs to God, do not meddle 
with that calling which requires all thefe. 

Perhaps you will fay, What fliall we do with 
ourfelves ? We have gone fo far, that we are fit 
for nothing elfe.'* I anfwer ; You are lefs fit for 
the miniftry than for any thing. That which re- 
quires the higheft qualifications, will mod fhame 
and condemn you if you want them. If you are 
not fit for Phyfic or Law, feek for fomethlng elfe. 
You had better become Servants, or turn to the 
bafed employments, than to run into the fad cafe 
L 5 of 
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of Hophni and Phineas; or of Nadab and Abihu^ to 
the utter undoing of yourfelves, and to the lofs 
and danger of many others. — But remember, if 
your unfitnefs be your Ungodlinefsy whether you 
are miniflers or not, you will be for ever mifera-* 
ble, unlefs your hearts and lives be changed. 
When that is done, I would not difcourage you ; 
but (believe me) it is far better to be a cobler or 
a chimncy-fweeper, or*to beg your bread, than to 
be an ungodly minifter, though with the greateft 
preferments, riches, and applaufe. 

Perhaps parents wilt fay, "If we devote none 
to the miniftry till godlinefs appears in them, few- 
will be fo devoted, fince children feldom difcover 
much favour of religion; and fome turn out bgd> 
who when young, promifed exceeding well.'* I 
anfwer ; Children cannot be expefted to fliew that 
underftanding in religion which men may ; but if 
they difcover not a love to it, a confcientious regard 
to God's authority, and the life to come, and a dif- 
lik^ of ungodlinefs and fin, you have no reafon to 
prefume they will be fit for the miniftry. You can 
judge but upon probabilities ; if they prove bad af* 
ter an hopeful profeflion, it will not be chargeable 
upon -you. But we all know that a hopeful youth 
is a great preparation to an honeft age. 

Let me now drop a few hints of advice to fuch 
young men, as have ground to hope they are qualv* 
fied for the facred office^ 

I. Be 
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I. Be careful [as far as depends upon your* 
felvcs *] in the choice of your Tutors. 

Choofe not a teacher who prefers human wifdom 
to divine^ or who is of a worldly, ambitious mind ; 
who is fa£tious and uncharitable, or violeht for 
any party ; but one that bears a good report among 
the fober and impartial, as a perfon of a chriftian 
catholic charity \ who loves good men who is 
willing to do good to all, and is defirous of main- 
taining unity and peace ; one that will make it his 
bufinefs to explain the Scripture, to teach you the 
will of God, and how you may pleafe him and 
be faved. 

II. Abhor floth and idlenefs. 

When you are at common fchools, your mailer 
drives you on by fear ; but when you are inaUniver-i 
fity, and are at riper age, you are trufted more with 
yourfelves ; fo that if you will not be carried on 
with conftant pleafure and the love of knowledge, 
the flefli will prefer its eafe, and you will proceed 
fo flowljr as to arrive at no high degree of learning. 
Then when you have gone through your ftudies, and 
are called out to the ufe of your knowledge, your 
emptinefs and ignorance will foon appear. It is 
not your canonical habit, nor feven, nor feventeeit 

* This advice more particularly belongs to Parents and 
others, who have the care of youth. 

L d years 
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years fpent in the Univerfity, nor the title of Maf- 
tcr of Arts, or Dodor in Divinity, or Bifhop, 
which will pafs with men of fenfe for knowledge, 
diligence, humility, patience, and charity; nor 
that (without thefe) will do the work to which you 
are devoted. Believe it, the high and neceffary ac- 
compliihments of a true divine, are not eafily or 
fpeedily attained. 

III. Fear and fly from fenfuality and fleffily 
Lufts. 

While your bodies are not fatigued with labours, 
nor your thoughts taken' up with wants and cares ; 
while you are entirely at eafe, and your ftudics are 
arbitrary, fleflily appetites have time and opportu- 
nity to folicit your fancies, to incline you to inter- 
rupt your bufinefs and think about matters of fcn- 
fual delight ; either with what to pleafe the palate 
in eating or drmking, or needkfs and hurtful re- 
creations, or to read romances, play-books, and 
other corrupting vanities. Let me add, idle fcho- 
lars are far more ftrongly haunted, than poor la- 
bouring, and afflided perfons are, with tempta- 
tions to felf-pollutk)n and other filthy lufts. And 
if thefe fhould prevail, alas ! you are undone ! 
fThey will offend God, difpel his grace, wound 
and fcare your confciences, deflroy all fpiritual af- 
fedlions and delights, and turn down your hearts 

from 
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from heaven and holinefs to filth and folly. 
Beafts will not be fit for the pleafures or the work 
of faint:s. Away therefore from idlencfs. Pam^ 
jier nol the flefli with fulnefs or delights. Ab- 
hor all time-wafting netdlefs recreations. Away 
cfpecially from the baits of flefhly lufts. Be no more 
indifferent or unrefolved herein, than you would be 
about drinking poifon, or wilfully going among 
thieves and murderers. Prefume not on your own 
ftrength : he is fafeft that is furtheft from danger; 
Gunpowder muft not ftand near the fire. 

IV. Make a prudent choice of your companions : 
cfpecially your bofom- friends. 

Love and familiarity will give them great advan- 
tage over you. If they are wife, they will teach you 
wifdofifi. If they are holy and fpiritual, they will 
be drawing you towards God, and fettling your 
averfion from fin and love to holinefs. But if they 
are worldly and ambitious, they will be filling your 
heads with ambitious and worldly projeds. If they 
are yngodly hypocrites, having only the name of 
chriftians, they will be oppofing or deriding feriou$ 
godlinefs ; and will plead for the formalities of 
religion as better than fpiritual devotion. If they be 
hardened finners, they will try to make you fuch, 
by revilings or plaufible cavils againft the thingj 
and perfons that are contrary to their carnal incli- 
nations 
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nations and interefts ; and by endeavounng to pof- 
fi^fs your minds with falfe opinions of God's people. 
Ill company is a dangerous fnare ; but wife and 
religious companions are great bleflings. Though 
the merciful providence of God does ufually choofe 
them for us, it is only fo as that we muil be faith- 
ful dhoofers for ourfelves. 

V. Watch with great fear againft ambition and 
worldly ends. 

The roots of thefe mortal fins are bred in us, 
and lie very deep. They often live, and even reign, 
where they are little fufpeded; but wo to him that 
is conquered by them. * Ye cannot ferve God and 

* Mammon. The love of the world is enmity 

• againft God.' How many, having efcapcd the 
temptations of floth and fenfualhy, have been over- 
come by this ! Alas ! how does this ftream carry 
down the moft pregnant wits, into the gulf of per- 
dition ! Yea fome, who feemed very humble and 
mortified, while they had no great temptation, 
wh^n wealth and honour have been fct before them, 
have loft their virtue before they were aware^ 
Worldly jntereft has fo biafled their underftandings, 
that they have taken truth for error, and error for 
truth; duty for fin, and fin for duty. If you be 
the fervants of the flelh and the world, wo be to 

you 
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you when your mafters turn you off^ and you 
receive your wages I 

VI. Another earneft warning which I muft give 
you, and all young men, is to guard againft an 
unhumbled underftanding, raflily confident of its 
own apprehenfions. 

This is the offspring of fgnorance and pride, 
and is one of the moft common and pernicious 
maladies of mankind* Among a multitude of 
perfons that differ from each other, how fc«,vr are 
not obftinately confident that they are in thd right ; 
even youths of twenty years of age. . Oh dread 
this- vice, and fufpeft your own underftandings. 
Bcf humble; t^ke time ; try and hear before you 
judge. Labour for knowledge ; but take not upon 
you to be fure where you are not ; doubt and try 
till you are. Thoroughly fludy the nscture and 
evidences of the chrillian faith and dodlrine. Do 
not haften too foon or too confidently over thefc 
hard controverfies, as if your judgment of them at 
maturity would certainly have no change ; but 
i?ill fuppofe that greater light, by longer fludy, 
may caufe you to alter your opinions about fuch 
matters of difficulty. 

VII. With regard to your ftudies, let me ex-» 
hprt you to begin with pradical divinity. 

Firfl 
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Firft fettle your fouls in a fafe condition for Tife 
and deathy and take God and heaven for your 
hope and all. If you do not fo, you are not chrif- 
tians indeed. But if you be here fixed by the grace 
of God, you will know what to choofc and what 
to do. It will teach you to refer all worldly things 
to fpiritual and heavenly ends, and to ' count all 

* things but lofs for Chrift,' and for that * one thing 

* ncredfnli which fliall never be taken from you.' 
This will fave you from the greateft evils, and give 
your minds continual peace ; even that * peace of 

* God which pafles all underftanding.' Deal not 
fo fooliflily as to wade many years in inferior arts 
and fciences, before you have ftudied how to pleafe 
God and be faved* 

I unfeignedly thank God, that by flcknef^ and 
his grace, he taught me early how to die; and 
by that means, how to live : that he inclined 
me to (ludy the holy fcriptures, and many prac- 
tical, fpiritual, Englijh books, till I had fome* 
what fettled the refolution and peace of my own 
foul, before I had gone far in human learning. I 
then found more leifure and capacity to take in 
fubfervient knowledge in its proper time and place. 
Indeed I had loft moft of my ftudies of philofophy 
and controverfial divinity, if I had fallen on them 
too young ; or elfe ftould have formed very crude 
notions about thofe things^ which require a riper 
judgment. 

jRead 
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Read fuch books as contain the eflential prin- 
ciples of religion, and treat of them in the moft 
plain, afFeftionate, and pradlical manner ; tending 
to deep impreffions, renovation of the foul, and 
fpiritiial experience ; without which you will want 
the eflential qualifications for your future work. 
The art of theology, without the power, confift- 
ing of holy life, light, and love, is the very con- 
ftitution of the hypocrite. 
, Oh that all our ftudents for thechriftian miniftry 
would think of thefc things ? What a poor bufi- 
nefs is it to fpend their time in knowing a little 
of the Works of God, and fome of thofe names that 
the divided tongues of the nations have impofed on 
them, and' not know the Lord himfelf, nor exalt 
him' in their hearts, nor be acquainted with that 
one renewing work which would make them happy. 
They do but * walk in a vain fliew,* and fpend 
their lives like dreaming men, while they fo bufy 
their wits and tongues about an abundance of names 
and notions, and arc Grangers to God and the life 
of faints. This they, will acknowledge, if ever 
God awakens them by faving grace. They make 
themfelves a world of bufinefs about nothing, while 
they are wilful ftrangers to the primitive, indepen- 
dent, neceflary Being, who is * all in all.' No- 
thing can be rightly known, if God be not kno\vn, 
nor is any ftudy managed to any great purpofe 
while God is not ftudicd. We know little of the 
creature, till we know it as it refpedls its Creator. 

Single 
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Single letters and fyllablcs uncompofed arc non- 
fenfe. Such broken fyllables are all creatures : 
as feparated from God they fignify nothing. He 
that overlooks the * Alpha and Omega,' and fees 
not him in all, fees nothing at all. It.is one thing 
to know the creatures as Arjfiotle, and another to 
know them as a chriftiah. 

To fee God in his works, and to love and con- 
verfe with him, was the employment of man in 
his {late of innocence^ and this is fo far from 
ceafing to be our duty now, that it was the work 
of Chrift to bring us back to it. The moft holy 
men are the moft excellent ftudents of God's 
works ; nay none but the holy can rightly know or 
ftudy them. ' His works are great, and fought out 
^ of all (tich perfons, who have pleafuve therein i' 
not for themfelves, but for him that made them. 
To fee and admire, to reverence and adore, to love 
and delight in God as appearing to us in his works^ 
and purpofely to perufe them for thefe ends, this is 
the true and only ^hilofophy : this is the right fane* 
tification of your ftudies. Theology • (when you 
are fufficiently acquainted with words and things^ 
to underftand the principles of it) muft lay the 
foundation of all your ftudies, and muft lead the 
way in them all. — Once more, 

* That is, praBical divinity. Controverfial ' is fladied 
with moft advantage after other fciences, logic, mathematics, 

VIII- Let 
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VIII. Let me advife you not to begin the cx- 
crcife of your miniftry too boldly, in large or judi- 
cious auditories. 

Overmuch confidence indicates pride, ignorance 
of your imperfcdlions, of the greatnefs of your work , 
and the dreadful majefty of God. Settle at firft, 
if you can, a competent time, . in the houfe of 
fome ancient experienced pallor, who has a fmall 
chapel in the country and wants afliftance. There 
you may learn as well as teach ; and learn, b.y his 
pra£lice, what you muft pradife. By preaching 
a few years to a fmall, ignorant people, where you 
need not fear critical judgments, you will acquire 
boldnefs of fpeech, and freedom of utterance, with* 
out that fervile iludy of words, and committing 
your notes to memory, which will be tirefome,- 
time-wafting, and lifelefs. Thus you will be better 
prepared for more public places, if you fliould be 
called to them, than you are ever likely to be by- 
continuing among fcholars. in the univerfity, or by 
' ferving as chaplains in great men's houfes. 

After theJedireSiions to Students for the miniftry^ 
it may not be amijs to add a few brief hints 

To TUTORS of ACADEMIES. 

And I do in zeal for the good of the church, and 
* their own fuccefs in their moft neceflary labours, 

propofe 
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propofe it to the confideration of all pious Tutors, 
•whether they fliould not, as early and as diligently 
read to their pupils> or caufc them to read, the 
principal parts of pradical divinity, as any of the 
fciences ? And whether thefc ftiould not go to- 
gether from the veryfirft? It is well that they 
hear fermons; but that is not enough. If they 
have need of private help in Philofophy, bcfides 
public le6lures, much more in Theology. I muft 
prefume to tell you (pardon the cenfure from one' 
fo unfit for it, confidering the neceffity of the cafe) 
that it is a grand error, and of dangerous confe- 
quence, in our chriftian Academies, that young 
. men ftudy the Creature before the Redeemer, and 
fet themfelves to Metaphyfics and Mathematics" 
before Theology \ fince no one who has not the 
vitals of Theology is capable of gofing beyond a 
fool in Philof<^hy ; and all that fuch perfons do, 
is but * doting about queftions, and oppofition of 
• fcience, falfcly fo called If Tutors wouM 
make it their principal bufinefs to acquaint their 
pupils with the doftrine of life, and labour to fet 
it home upon their hearts; and fo conduft the reft 
of their inftruftions, that it may appear they are 
intended only as fubfervient to this, it might be the' 
means of great happinefs to the fouls of men, the 
church of Chrift, and the common weal. But 

♦ 1 Tim. vi. £0, 81. 

when 
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when languages and philofophy ingrofs almoft all 
their time and thought, and inftead of reading phi- 
lofophy like divines, they read divinity like philo- 
fophers, this it is that blafls fo many in the bud, 
and pefters the church with unfanflified teachers. 
Hence it is that we have fo many worldlings 
preach the invifible felicity, and fo . many carnal 
men to declare the myfteries of the fpirit : I wifli 
I might not add, — and fo many Infidels to preach 
Chrift, or fo many Atheifts to preach the living 
God. 

Let tutors then begin and, end with the things of 
God; reading God to their pupils in every thing. 
Let them fpeak daily to their hearts, about thofe 
things which muft be wrought in their hearts, or 
they are undone. You are preparing them for the 
fpecial fervice of God ; and muft they not firft 
have the faving knowledge of him whom they are 
to fcrve ? Oh ! think with yourfclves what a dread- 
ful thing it vi^ill be to their own fouls, and what a 
mifchief to the church of God, if they come out 
from you with carnal hearts, to fo fpiritual and fo 
great a work ! If you fliould fend but one half of 
them forth on a bufinefs for which they are unfit, 
what grievous work will they make in the church 
and in the world ! Whereas if you are the means 
of their true convcrfion*, not only they themfelves, 

but 

» The author confidcrcd himfelf as addrcfling tutors of col- 
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but many fouls to whom they lhall preach, will 
have occafion to blefs you, and to blefs God for 
your zeal and diligence ; yea perhaps for one fea-- 
fonable word* When once their hearts are fuita* 
bly affefted with the doftrine which they ftudy and 
preach, they will both ftudy and preach it more 
heartily, than could otherwife be expected. Their 
own experience will dire6^ them to the iitteft fub- 
je£ts ; will fumifli them with the beft matter ; and 
will quicken them to fet it home. And let me 
obfcrve, that the beft of our hearers will feel and 
favour fuch experimental preachers ; who ufually 
lefs regard others, whatever may be their other 
acGomplifhments. 

kg€5^ where he knew many unconverted yonths were admitted 
•sfludents; which, it is hoped, in private academies is not 
die cafe. 



THE END. 
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u A COLLECTION af Family Prayers, from 
xlL the Writings of Baxter, Henry, Watts, 
Doddridge, and others, 3d Edition. 

1. The Proteftant Diflentcr's Catechifm, con- 
taining the Hiftory and Principles of Nonconfor- 
mity, 1 ith Edition. 

3. The Diffenter's Shorter Catechifm; with 
Scripture Proofs, in the Manner of the AflTembly's, 
to which it is a Supplement. Recommended bv 
Dr. Conder and other Independent Minifters, 4ttt 
Edition. Price 4d. or 3s. 6d. per Dozen. 

4. A Scripture Catechifiti, 7th Edit. Price 4d. 

5. Baxter's Inftru^lions and Confolations for the 
Aged, the Sick, and the Dying. Price as. 

6. The Seaman's Preacher; Nine Short Dlf- 
courfes on Jonah's Voyage, by J. Ryther, an 
§je£fed Mintfier. Rec(»nmended to Sailors, by the 
late Rev. J. Newton. 

7. An Anfwerto Dr. Prieftley 's Addrcfs to Dif- 
fenters on the Lord's Supper, rrice is. 6d. 

8. A Second Warning to Profcffors ; Five Let- 
ters to the Rev. Rowland Hilly in Defence of In- 
dependent Difc^pline. Price is. 

^. Mr. Matthew Henry's TraA on SchiTm. 
Price 4d« With Allowance for a Number. 

to. An Apology for the Chriftian Sabbath. 
Dedicated to W. Wilbcrforcc, Efq. Price is. 6d. 

It. A Funeral Sermon for the Rev. Daniel 
piflicr, D. D. . Price is. 

12. Bar- 
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12. Bartholomew -Day com mcmorat 2(1 i a Dif- 
courfe on the Ufe of Perfecutton in the Further- 
ance of the Gofpel, intended to have been preached 
Auguft 24, 1807, at the Defireof the Committee 
for eftablifhing a General Union of the Independent 
Churches, and dedicated to that Committee. Pub- 
lifhed at the Requeft of feveral Minifters. Price is. 

13. Letters to Diflenting Minifters and to 
Students for the Miniltry, from the Rev. Job 
Orton, tranfcribed from his original Short-hand: 
With Notes explanatory and biographical. To 
which are prefixed Memoirs of his Life : By 
S. Palnur, In two Vols. i2mo. Price 8s. 

The Critical Re*vietvij, after copious Extra^s from this 
Work, concludes with the following paiTage. In 

clofing thefc Volumes, we mull repeat our thanks to 

Mr. Palmer, both as a biographer and as an editor ; 

he has difcharged what he has undertaken in a very be- 
" coming and crediuble manner." Cr//. for July 
1806. 

. The Writers of The Brittjh Critic, in the No. for March 
p. 210, after a very high encomium on Mr. Orton, 
V mention a former volume of his Letters [wz. to a Young 
Clergyman] with great commendation, and obferve, 
*» The prefent volumes may be confidered as a Supplc- 
*' mcnt." After noticing fomc of thcfe Letters as con- 
taining " many curious" as^ well as important particu- 
lars," they add/ The remaining Letters are full of 
notices of opinions, pcrfons, and books, more curi- 
ous, perhaps^ to us, than to the DiiTenters them, 
felvcs. The Notes and biographical Sketches, added 
** by the Editor, are judicious, and fuch as the reader 
" will naturally wilh to find. When we take up the 
** writings of Di (Tenters, fo generally found in Chriftian 
principles, we feel a feniible pain in the refle^on. 
" that fuch perfons Ihould be kept apart from tht 
church," &c. &c. 
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